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And  now  my  son  I  speak  unto  you   concerning  that   which  grieveth   me 
exceedingly  ;  for  it  grieveth  me  that  there  should  disputations   rise  among 
you.     For  if  I  have  learned  the   truth,   there  has  been  disputations   among 
you  concerning  the  baptism  of  your   little  children.     And  now  my   sjn,  T 
desire  that  ye  should  labor  diligently,  that  this  gross    error    should    be    re- 
moved froiii  among  you  ;  for,  for    this    intent   I  have  written  this   epistle. 
For  immediately  after  I  had  learned  these  things  of  you    I   inquired  of  the 
Lord  concerning  the  matter.     And  tlie  word   of  the   Lord    came  to  me  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  saying,  listen   to  the   words  of  Christ,  your 
Redeemer,  your  Lord  and  your  God.     Behold,  I  came  into  the  world  not 
to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance  ;  the   whole    need    no    phy- 
sician, but  they  that  are  sick  ;   wherefore  little  children  are  whole,  for   they 
are  not  capable  of  committing  sin  ;   wherefore  the  curse  of  Adam  is    taken 
from  them  in  me,  that  it  hath  no  power  over  them  ;  and  the  law  of  circum- 
cision is  done  away  in   me.     And   after  this   manner  did   the   Holy   Ghost 
manifest  the  word  of  God  unto   me  ;  wherefore  my   beloved  son,  I   know 
that  it  is  solemn  mockery  before  God,  that  ye  should  baptize  little  children. 
Behold  I  say  unto  you,  that  this  thing  shall  ye  teach,   repentance  and  bap- 
tism unto  those  who  are  accountable  and  capable  of  committing  sin  ;   yea, 
teach  parents  that  they  must  repent  and  be  baptized,  and  humble  themselves 
as  their  little  children,  and  they  shall  all  be  saved  with  their  little  children  ; 
and  their  little  children  need  no  repentance,  neither  baptism.     Behold,  bap- 
tism is  imlo  repentance  to  the  fulfilling  the  commandments  unto  the   remis- 
sion of  sins.      But  little  children  are  alive  in   Christ,   even  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world  ;  if  not  so,  (Jod  is  a  partial  God,  and  also  a  changeable  God, 
and  a  respecter  of  persons  ;   for  how  many  little  children  have  died  without 
baptism.      Wherefore,  if  little  children  could  not  be  saved  without  baptism, 
these  must  have  gone  to  an  endless  lu-ll.      Behold  I  say   unto  you,    that    he 
that  supposetli  that  little  cliildreii  need  baptism,  is  in  the  gall    of  l)ifterness, 
and  in  the  bonds  of  ini(puty  ;  for  he  hath  n"illier  faith,  hope,    nor   charity  ; 
wherefore,  should  he  be  cut  off"  while  in  the  thought,  he   must  go  down  "to 
hell.      I'or  awful  is  the  wickedness  to  suppose  that  God  saveth  one  child  be- 


cause  of  baptism,  and  the  other  must  perish  because  he  hath  no  baptism, 
Vy'o  be  unto  him  tJ.at  shall  pervert  the  ways  of  the  Lord  after  tlis  manner, 
for  they  shall  perish,  except  they  repent.  Behold,  I  speak  with  boldness, 
having  authority  from  God  ;  and  I  fear  not  what  man  can  cio  ;  for  perfect 
love  casteth  out  all  fear  ;  and  I  am  filled  with  charity,  which  is  everlasting 
love  ;  wherefore  all  children  are  alike  unto  me  ;  wherefore  1  love  liltle 
children  with  a  perfect  love  ;  and  they  are  all  alike,  and  partakers  cf  salva- 
tion. For  I  know  that  God  is  not  a  partial  God,  neither  a  changeable  being; 
but  he  is  unchangeable  from  all  eternity  to  all  eternity.  Little  children 
cannot  repent  ;  wherefore  it  is  awful  wickedness  to  deny  the  pure  mercies 
of  God  unto  them,  for  they  are  all  alive  in  him  because  of  his  mercy.  And 
he  tliat  saith  that  little  children  need  baptism,  denieth  the  mercies  of  Christ, 
and  setteth  at  nought  the  atonement  of  him  and  the  power  of  his  redenipticn. 
Wo  unto  such,  for  they  are  in  danger  of  death,  hell,  and  an  endless  torment. 
I  speak  it  boldly,  God  hath  commanded  me.  Listen  unto  them  and  give 
heed,  or  they  stand  against  you  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ.  For  be- 
hold that  all  little  children  are  alive  in  Christ,  and  also  all  they  that  are 
without  the  law.  For  the  power  of  redemption  cometh  on  all  they  thathave 
no  laiv  ;  wherefore,  he  that  is  not  condemned,  or  he  that  is  under  no  condem- 
nation, cannot  repent  ;  and  unto  such  baptism  availeth  nothing.  But  it  is 
mockery  before  God,  denying  the  mercies  of  Christ,  and  the  power  of  his 
holy  spirit,  and  putting  trust  in  dead  works.  Behold,  my  son,  this  thing 
ought  not  to  be  ;  for  repentance  is  unto  them  that  are  under  condemnation 
and  under  the  curse  of  a  broken  law.  And  the  first  fruits  of  repentance  is 
baptism  ;  and  baptism  cometh  by  faith,  unto  the  fulfilling  the  command- 
ments ;  and  the  fulfilling  the  commandments  bringeth  remission  of  sins  ; 
and  the  remission  of  sins  bringeth  meekness,  and  lowliness  of  heart,  and  be- 
cause of  meekness,  nnd  lowliness  of  heart,  cometh  the  visitation  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  comforter  filleth  with  hope  and  perfect  love,  which  love 
endureth  by  diligence  unto  prayer,  until  the  end  shall  come,  when  ail  the 
saints  shall  dwell  with  God. 


DISCOURSE. 

Bi/  Elder  Orson  Pratt,  Tabernacle,  October  7,  1854. 

We  will  bring  up  the  subject  upon  which  others  have  spoken,  and  that 
which  more  immediately  concerns  us,  viz.  :  the  Perpetual  Emigrating  Fund. 
What  is  it  ?  For  what  was  it  established  ?  What  are  your  duties  in  regard 
to  this  fund,  and  in  relation  to  your  fellow-beings,  your  brethren  and  sisters, 
and  their  families  that  are  scattered  abroad  in  the  midst  of  those  wretched, 
wicked  and  abominable  governments  ? 

We  have  already  been  informed,  and  taught  from  this  stand,  by  those  who 
are  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  those  who  are  filled  with  the  inspiration 
of  the  Almighty,  setting  forth  the  necessity,  and  importance  of  being  awake 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  saints  that  arc?  scattered  abroad.  We  are 
apt  to  forget  the  things  we  ought  to  do  though  they  are  told  to  us  in  plain- 
ness. We  think  in  our  hearts,  '  Well  we  will  go  and  do  as  we  have  been 
told ;  it  looks  beautiful  and  very  consistent  ;  it  seems  to  be  the  very  law  by 
which  we  sliould  be  governed,  and  when  we  go  from  this  conference,  we 
will  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  to  fulfil  and  comply  with  this  law 


and  hearken  to  the  counsels  and  instructipns  that  have  been  given  ;'  but 
straightway  as  you  go  out  ot  the  Tabernacle,  and  get  out  of  the  voice  of  the 
servants  of  God,  the  devil  comes  along,  and  begins  to  whisper  in  your  ears, 
and  tells  you  to  be  a  litJe  seliish,  saying,  'Look  out  more  for  yourselves, 
for  your  wives,  and  for  your  children  ;  they  may  go  hungry — they  may  want 
food,  and  houses,  and  ten  thousand  other  things,  and  unless  you  put  forth 
your  hands,  and  exert  your  energies  to  provide  for  them,  they  may  be 
brought  into  grea'  suffering  ;  and  again,  perhaps  there  may  be  some  great 
trials  ahead  of  the  saints,  there  may  be  pinching  times  ;  it  would  be  well  for 
you  to  look  out  a  little,  and  be  prepared  against  these  times  of  trial,"  etc. 
And  thus  the  good  word  that  is  sown  in  your  hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
begins  to  be  caught  away,  one  principle  after  another,  until  finally  selfish- 
ness has  full  control  over  your  movements,  and  it  is  the  last  thing  you  think 
of  to  do  unto  others  as  you  would  others  do  unto  you  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Lord  is  going  to  gather  his  saints,  and  we  are  already  gathered,  a 
great  h  ;st  of  us  into  this  Territory  ;  but  let  me  tell  you  this  is  hardly  a 
beginning  ;  many  nations  are  yet  to  be  gathered  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  unto  Mount  Zion,  wh2re  they  can  be  taught  in  the  w  ays  of  the 
Lord,  and  be  instructed  to  walk  in  his  paths,  and  understand  the  pri.iciples 
or' true  government,  and  their  duties  towards  one  another,  and  towards  the 
God  whom  they  intend  to  worship  and  serve.  Nations  not  a  few,  are 
to  be  gathered,  and  to  go  up  for  that  purpose. 

This  is  just  lading  the  foundation  ;  it  is  a  little  nucleus,  and  a  few  thou- 
sands are  gathering  to  it  year  after  year  ;  but  the  work  that  is  now  com- 
menced will  increase,  and  continue  to  increase,  like  the  stone  that  was  hewn 
out  of  the  mountain.  In  the  first  place,  the  stone  taken  out  of  the  mountain 
is  much  sirlaller  tlian  the  mountain,  but  finally  it  increases  to  that  magnitude 
that  it  begins  to  be  a  great  mountain,  not  merely  to  fill  one  small  territory, 
but  as  Daniel  said,  '  it  became  a  great  mountain  and  filled  the  whole  earth.' 

Very  well  then,  the  saints  are  to  be  gathered,  and  they  are  to  come  not 
only  by  thousands,  but  tens  of  thousands,  scores  of  thousands,  and  hundreds 
of  thousands,  are  to  be  assembled  from  among  the  nations.  How  is  this  to 
be  brought  about  ?  Through  the  servants  of  the  living  God.  This  is  what 
the  Lord  told  us  before  one  saint  was  gathered.  Li  a  reveLtion,  given  in 
the  presence  of  six  elders,  in  Sept.  1830,  the  Lord  says,  '  Ye  are  called  to 
bring  to  pass  the  gathering  of  mine  elect,  for  mine  elect  hear  my  voice,  and 
harden  not  their  hearts  ;  and  the  decree  hath  gone  forth  from  the  Father, 
that  they  shall  be  gathered  in  unto  one  place  upon  the  face  of  this  land.' 

That  is  the  decree  tliat  has  gone  forth  ;  it  is  ordained  in  the  heavens,  and 
it  will  come  to  pass.  As  the  saints  have  already  been  gathered  here  into 
this  Territory,  even  so  will  it  continue  to  be  fulfilled  until  the  last  of  the 
elect  of  God  are  assembled  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth. 

The  servants  of  God  are  the  ones  that  are  called  to  bring  to  pass  this 
work,  says  the  revelation.  In  obedience  to  this  declaration,  and  in  fulfil- 
ment of  this  prophecy,  the  Holy  Gh.ost  wrought  upon  the  heart  of  our  Presi- 
dent, to  establish  a  fund — a  Perpetual  Emigrating  Fund,  to  bring  about  this 
great  work  ;  he  laid  the  foundation  of  it  ;  he  proposed  it  to  the  people,  and 
explained  the  nature  of  it  ;  how  it  was  to  be  used  ;  how  it  was  to  be  con- 
trolled ;  and  how  it  should  be  made  lasting  and  perpetual  in   its  nature,  to 


accomplish  the  design  of  the  Almighty  in  gathering  his  elect  from  the  fonr 
winds  of  heaven.  Shall  we  then,  as  saints  of  the  Most  High,  come  here  and 
sit  down  in  our  fine  habitations,  and  upon  our  farms,  and  inheritances,  and 
let  this  great  work  of  the  last  days  come  to  naught  through  our  carelessness 
and  indifference  ?  No,  brethren  ;  let  it  not  be  recorded  in  the  archives  of 
the  eternal  world  that  we  will  thus  do,  when  our  brethren  have  stretched 
out  their  hands  to  help  us  to  this  place.  Let  not  the  news  fly  to  eternal 
worlds  that  we  are  not  willing  to  do  to  our  brethren  scattered  abroad,  as  they 
have  been  willing  to  do  to  us,  when  we  were  in  a  scattered  condition 

I  do  not  know  what  more  can  be  said,  than  what  other  speakers  have 
already  said  upon  this  subject.  Our  President  said  he  would  be  glad  to 
have  some  six  discourses,  each  six  hours  long,  preached  to  the  people  upon 
the  suVjject  of  doing  their  duty  unto  others  in  regard  to  this  fund.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  he  included  every  other  duty  between  man  and  man,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  done  in  that  short  period  of  time,  for  36  hours  could  not  begin 
to  be  time  enougli  for  a  man  to  tell  the  people  all  their  duties.  Many 
people  think  that  all  the  duties  of  man  are  recorded  in  the  Bible  ;  that  idea 
is  held  by  many  of  the  sectarian  world  ;  they  think  this  book  contains  all 
the  duties  in  regard  to  the  relationships  between  man  and  man,  and  that  it 
is  a  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice  ;  and  enough  to  govern  them  in  all 
their  dealings  with  each  other,  and  in  their  duties  towards   their    God. 

Let  me  tell  you,  if  any  one  man's  duties  (if  he  lived  to  be  an  old  man) 
were  clearly  written,  and  foretold  before  he  was  born,  it  would  take  a  larger 
volume  than  the  Bible  to  contain  them  all ;  and  when  we  consider  the  thou- 
sands and  millions  of  human  beings  that  are  on  the  earth  now,  and  the  mil- 
lions that  have  dropped  into  their  graves  in  ages  past,  it  is  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  one  such  volume  could  point  out  all  their  duties,  even  if  they  all 
could  have  been  foretold  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 

For  instance,  the  duties  of  to-day,  if  written,  would  require  something  like 
one  page  ;  and  as  every  day's  duties  would  be  different  the  one  from  the 
other,  it  would  require  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  pages  in  one  year, 
which  in  seventy  yea»s  would  amount  to  upwards  of  twenty-five  thousand 
pages,  which  would  have  to  be  recorded  to  point  out  the  duties  of  one  indi- 
vidual towards  his  fellow-man.  Think  not  then,  that  six  discourses  each, 
only  six  hours  long,  could  make  known  to  you  the  whole  of  your  duties 
towards  each  other  through  life. 

This  is  the  reason  why  the  Lord  has  appointed  a  living  priesthood  on  the 
earth  ;  why  he  has  sent  down  the  Holy  Ghost  from  heaven,  why  it  enters 
the  heart  of  man,  and  inspires  him  with  knowledge  and  information  concern- 
ing his  own  duties,  and  the  duties  of  others  also,  that  he  may  impart  to 
them,  week  after  week,  and  from  one  meeting  to  another,  in  public  and  in 
private,  before  large  assemblies  and  in  the  family  circle,  every  principle  and 
duty  that  is  necessary  to  be  known  ;  that  his  family,  his  wives  and  his  chil- 
dren, and  the  Church  of  God  at  large  may  be  taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost — 
the  Comforter  that  guides  into  all  truth  ;  it  is  that  power  that  instructs  men 
in  regard  to  all  their  duties. 

Then  let  not  the  immigrants — the  saints  that  have  come  into  this  Terri- 
tory in  former  years,  as  well  as  those  who  have  come  here  the  present  year, 
b<;  asleep  upon  this  subject,  but  awake  from  a  deep  sleep.  Yoii  know  what 
the  parable  says  on  the  subject  of  the  kingdom   of  God  in  the  last  days. 


comparing  it  to  ten  virgins,  that  took  their  lamps  anJ  went  forth  to  meet  the 
bridegroom.  They  did  not  stay  abroad  among  the  nations.  Then,  says 
Jesus,  '  The  kingdom  of  heaven  shall  be  likened  unto  ten  virgins.'  Not  the 
kingdom  he  built  up  in  his  own  day,  and  in  the  days  of  his  apostles,  who 
were  with  him  in  the  flesh  ;  but  '•then,'  having  reference  to  what  was  pre- 
viously spoken  in  the  foregoing  verses,  concerning  his  second  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven  in  power  and  great  glory.  '  Then  shall  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  be  likened  unto  ten  virgins,  who  took  their  lamps,  and  went  forth 
from  among  the  nations  ;  some  took  oil  in  their  lamps,  and  some  did  not, 
but  let  their  lamps  go  out,  only  having  barely  lighted  up  their  wicks  a 
little,  which  contained  no  oil  to  feed  the  flame  ;  and  they  all  slumbered 
and  slept  ;  but  by  and  bye,  about  midnight,  when  they  were  all  in  a  sound 
slumber,  a  cry  is  heard,  '  behold  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet 
him,'  that  awaked  them  all  up.' 

Now  it  vvould  be  much  bettter  for  us  to  wake  up  before  the  midnight  cry 
is  sounded  in  our  ears.  We  gathered  here  and  brought  lamps  with  us,  have 
we  got  oil  in  them  l  Are  we  doing  the  things  God  requires  at  our  hands  ? 
Are  we  doing  unto  others  that  we  would  have  others  do  to  us  under  the 
same  circumstances  ?  If  you  want  to  know  just  precisely  your  duties 
towards  your  fellow  man,  always  ask  yourselves  this  question,  "  If  I  were 
placed  in  that  man's  or  in  tliat  woman's  condition,  how  should  I  desire  that 
they  should  do  unto  me  ?  '  And  whatsoever  you  would  have  men  do  to 
you,  do  ye  even  the  same  to  them.'  We  can  always  teJ]  what  we  should 
do  by  changing  circumstances  and  places,  by  placing  ourselves  in  other's 
circumstances,  we  can  see  what  we  would  wish  them  to  do  to  us  under  those 
circumstances,  and  thus  ^nd  out  what  we  should  do  for  those  in  that  con- 
dition. 

What  does  the  Lord  intend  to  do  1  He  is  introducing  a  new  dispensa- 
tion ;  yet  it  is  the  gospel  dispensation,  the  same  as  all  other  dispensations  ; 
the  gospel  is  included  in  this  new  dispensation.  The  Lord  intends  to  do  a 
great  many  things  in  this  dispensation  he  never  did  in  former  ones  ;  and  a 
great  many  things  that  were  in  former  ones  will  eventually  be  done  away 
in  this  new  one.  What  is  to  be  done  away  ?  A  great  many  things  Jesus 
taught  on  the  Mount  will  actually  have  to  be  done  away  in  this  new  dis- 
pensation. A  great  many  things  were  given  to  meet  the  circumstances  of 
the  people,  that  when  they  all  become  righteous  many  of  those  laws  and  re- 
gulations that  were  given  to  them  in  an  imperfect  state  will  vanish  away  ; 
they  will  be  of  no  use  ;  they  are  like  the  platform  erected  around  an  edifice, 
which  serves  a  good  purpose  for  the  time  being,  but  when  the  edifice  is  com- 
pleted, the  platform  is  taken  away. 

We  are  told  a  great  deal  about  the  poor  in  former  dispensations  ;  how  to 
deal  with  them,  and  the  laws  that  were  given  to  regulate  mankind  in  dealing 
their  alms  to  them.  Will  this  always  be  the  case  ?  No,  but  the  time  vvill 
come  when  tliere  will  be  no  poor.  The  object  of  this  last  dispensation  is  to 
make  the  people  one  as  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  one,  or  as  the  Book  of 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  says,  to  make  them  equal  in  earthly  things  that 
they  may  be  made  e(jual  in  heavenly  things.' 

To  bring  about  this  object,  and  do  away  with  poverty  and  make  all  the 
people  rich,  the  Lord  has  introduced  laws,  and  rulers,  and  governors  to  teach 
us  our  duty  wbile  poverty  reigns  in  the  world.     If  you  think  it  hard  to  pay 
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b;;ck  a  jist  and  honest  debt  to  the  Perpetual  Emigration  Fund,  what  will  you 
think  when  the  pure  laws  of  God  are  introduced,  and  you  are  required  by 
his  law  to  pay  over  every  farthing  you  have  in  the  world  ;  not  only  to  pay 
your  just  and  honest  dues  to  the  Perpetual  Emigration  Fund,  but  to  pay 
everything  in  your  possession.  If  you  cannot  deal  justly  in  relation  to  these 
small  accounts,  how  is  to  be  expected  you  will  perform  the  pure  law  of  God 
—  the  law  of  consecration  ?  I  tell  you,  we  have  got  to  begin  and  attend 
i'aitht'ully  to  these  small  things.  But  when  we  are  first  born  into  his  king- 
dom we  cannot  run  alone  ;  we  are  not  able  to  prance,  and  trot,  and  caper 
abovit  ;  he  has  t'lereibre  ordained  certain  helps,  and  governments,  and  laws 
to  govern  us  while  we  are  in  the  creeping  state,  and  trying  to  advance  into 
a  more  perfect  order  of  things.  This  Perpetual  Emigration  Fund  is  one  of 
tliose  helps,  ordained  to  assist  us  in  our  imperfect  and  weak  state  ;  by  and 
nve  when  the  full  law  of  God  comes  in  force  these  helps  can  then  be  dis- 
pcnst'd  with.  V>'hen  that  will  be,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  an  idea  that  it 
will  not  be  until  we  get  back  to  Jackson  County,  fortlie  Lord  has  told  us  in 
o  le  revelation  in  substance  as  follows,  '  Let  these  laws  1  have  given  con- 
cerning my  people  in  Jackson  County  be  fulfilled  after  the  redemption  of 
Zicn.' 

The  Lord  is  beginning  to  redeem  Zion.  You  must  not  suppose  because 
you  are  away  here  in  Utah,  that  you  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Lord's 
working  for  the  redemption  of  Zion  ;  for  he  has  been  working  ever  since 
we  were  scattered  from  that  land,  to  bring  it  about,  and  we  are  becoming 
more  and  more  of  one  heart  and  one  mind  ;  more  and  more  willing  to 
hearken  to  counsel.  You  see  among  this  people  a  very  different  spirit 
m:mifested,  from  what  was  manifested  some  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years 
ago.  How  ready  and  willing  they  generally  are  to  receive  the  instructions 
and  counsel  of  tliose  God  has  ordained  to  teach  them. 

We  can  see  how  the  Lord  has  prospered  us  as  a  people  since  we  came  to 
this  Territory,  and  how  everything  has  worked  for  our  good  through  obey- 
ing the  counsel  of  those  Qod  has  appointed  for  our  consolation,  happiness, 
and  benefit,  both  temporally  and  spiritually.  All  this  has  a  tendency  to  the 
redemption  of  Zion  ;  it  is  all  making  to  that  great  point.  Whenever  the 
properties  of  this  church  shall  be  consecrated  to  it,  and  the  saints  receive 
t!:eir  stewardships,  it  will  all  be  tending  to  bring  about  that  which  is  so  often 
spoken  of  in  ;  ncicr.t  and  n  odern  revelations. 

The  Perpetual  Emigration  Fund  is  one  of  the  helps  that  is  introduced  to 
lead  us  previous  to  our  getting  into  that  more  perfect  state  ;  and  when  we 
get  into  that,  it  will  ail  be  Perpetual  Fund,  or  any  other  kind  of  funds  we 
ple.ise  to  name,  for  the  property  will  all  be  consecrated  unto  the  Lord,  with 
a  deed  and  cov'eaint  that  cannot  be  broken  ;  then  the  servants  of  God  can 
take  the  whole  of  the  propt^rty  and  use  it  according  to  the  mind  and  will  of 
(Jod,  aiul  it  will  be  all  Perpetual  Fund,  and  all  tithing  funds,  and  all  public 
building  funds  ;  for  it  will  be  just  the  kind  of  fi'nds  the  Lord  shall  direct  to 
accoi>ip!lsh  whatever  is  designed  in  his  wise  purposes  through   his  servants. 

liCt  us  step  forward,  and  build  up  this  fund,  and  take  hold  of  simple 
things,  if  we  ever  expect  to  receive  tlie  greater  ones.  We  had  excellent 
preaching  this  forenoon  as  to  practical  duties  ;  this  has  been  my  manner  of 
preaching  when  abroad  upon  the  eaith,  except  on  my  last  mission  ;  on  that, 
J  was  sent  to  |)reach  the  doctrine  of  plurality  of  wives.     In  all  my   preach- 


hvg  on  other  missions,  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  just  as  practical  as  possible 
aiiiong  tiie  people,  showing  them  their  every-day  duties.  I  have  published 
many  pamplilets  and  works,  and  in  the  most  of  them,  I  have  published  the 
simple,  plain,  easy  principles  ot  the  gospel.  It  is  true,  in  answering  some 
queries  tnat  have  been  put  forth  by  the  world,  I  have  been  obliged  to  deviate 
in  some  of  my  publications  from  the  plain  and  simple  course  1  have  gene- 
rally pursued  in  my  works. 

For  instance,  the  world  read  in  the  revelations  we  have  received  that  there 
are  more  Gods  than  one.  This  is  something  that  does  not  immediately  con- 
ceiTi  us  ;  but  yet  opposers  get  up  and  contend  against  us,  and  prejudice  the 
minds  of  congregations  against  the  people  of  God,  because  they  profess  to 
believe,  not  only  in  a  plurality  of  wives,  but  also  in  a  plurality  oi  Gods  ;  it 
is  necessary  to  show  tiK^m  the  reasons  ibr  our  belief — the  whys  and  the 
wherefores  ;  and  this  I  endeavoured  to  rlo  in  some  of  m.y  last  publications  ; 
not  because  I  had  more  light  upon  this  subject  than  many  others,  but  I 
endeavoured  to  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  people — to  show  them  wherein 
we  believe  in  the  plui-ality  of  Gods,  and  yet  acknowledge  only  one  God.  I 
believe  both  of  these  principles  with  all  my  heart.  I  believe  there  is  only 
one  wise  God,  and  I  believe  there  is  an  immense  nvuiiber  of  Gods.  1  he 
people  know  we  believe  these  doctrines,  and  they  publish  against  us  on  this 
ground  :  and  if  we  should  not  take  up  any  arguments  to  explain  the  matter, 
it  would  only  serve  to  rivet  down  their  prejudices  on  their  hearts.  Notwith- 
standing this,  it  was  always  more  delightful  to  me  in  all  my  preachings 
abroad,  and  in  any  publications  I  have  sent  forth,  to  dv\  ell  upon  faitl\  re- 
pentance, baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  upon  the  plain  simple  every  day  duties  of  the 
saints,  showing  them  what  to  do  in  order  to  obtain  eternal  life  in  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

So  far  as  I  have  ever  preached  abroad  in  the  world,  and  published,  one 
thing  is  certain,  I  have  not  published  anything  but  what  I  verily  believed  to 
be  true,  however  much  I  may  have  been  mistaken,  and  I  have  generally 
endeavoured  to  show  the  people  from  the  written  word  of  God,  as  well  as 
reason,  wherein  it  was  true.  This  has  been  my  general  course.  1  may 
have  erred  in  some  principles  ;  I  do  not  profess  to  be  wise,  or  to  have  more 
understanding  than  many  others.  I  am  not  called  with  the  same  calling  as 
those  who  preside  over  all  the  church.  I  may  not  have  as  great  a  degree  of 
the  spirit  of  revelation  ;  but  I  have  always  tried  in  my  teachings,  and  in 
my  proclamations,  and  publications,  where  I  could  not  get  light  by  the 
Sjurit  of  the  Lord  (or  did  not  get  light  ;  I  will  not  say  could  not,  for  I 
believe  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  elders,  authorities,  and  menibers  of  the 
Church  of  God  to  get  light  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ),  but  where  I  did  not 
get  light  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  I  have  generally  been  caretul  to  back  up 
all  the  doctrines  and  principles  I  set  forth  by  reason,  <n-  by,  1  bus  saith  the 
Lord  ;  in  some  revelation  either  ancient  or  modern.  Previous  lo  declaring 
a  cioctrinf,  I  have  always  inquired  in  my  own  mind,  '  Can  ibis  doctrine  be 
proved  by  revelation  given,  or  by  reason,  or  can  it  not  V  if  I  found  it 
could  be  proved,  1  set  forth  tiie  doctrine  ;  but  if  I  found  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  it,  I  laid  it  aside  ;  in  all  this,  however,  I  may  have 
erred,  for  to  err  is  human. 

I  feel  thankful  to  God  this  day  that  I  stand  in  the   midst  of  a  great  and 
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good  people,  that  are  willing  to  practice  the  principles  of  eternal  truth  and 
righteousness,  and  those  mysteries  about  the  plurality  of  Gods,  and  tne 
plurality  of  worlds  also  are  good  in  their  places  ;  God  has  revealed  them, 
and  they  are  intended  for  our  good  and  instruction,  or  he  never  would  have 
revealed  them. 

But  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  our  text  ;  that  is  the  thing  that  most  con- 
cerns us  at  present.  It  should  be  laid  before  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
instilled  into  their  hearts  week  after  week  ;  they  should  be  taught  and  in- 
structed in  such  a  way  and  manner  that  these  mysteries,  when  we  get  the 
true  light  upon  them,  may  do  us  good.  When  the  Lord  sees  fit  to  pour  out 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  mysteries,  and  understanding  from  the  heavens, 
may  we,  by  practical  works,  faith,  and  diligence  in  doing  our  duties  one 
towards  another,  and  towards  our  God,  be  able  to  receive  them,  and  have 
tliem  do  us  good.  The  time  will  come  when  the  Lord  will  reveal  all  these 
things  ;  everything  in  the  heavens,  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth  ;  and 
everything  pertaining  to  the  soul  of  man  will  be  proclaimed  by  the  sounding 
of  trumpets  in  the  ears  of  all  living. 

I  will  adopt  the  old  saying,  '  I  feel  first  rate.'  It  does  me  good  to  get 
back  into  Utah  Territory,  after  having  been  gone  two  years,  to  behold  the 
faces  of  the  saints  again,  and  rejoice  in  their  midst,  and  to  bear  my  weak  and 
humble  testimony  of  the  truth  of  this  great  and  glorious  work.  It  is  now 
over  twenty-four  years  since  I  was  baptised  into  this  church  ;  it  was  twenty 
four  years  on  the  lyth  ot  last  month  since  I  was  baptized,  and  became  a 
member  of  this  church.  I  have  seen  it  rise  to  its  present  greatness  from 
a  very  few  individuals  that  composed  the  whole  church  in  1830.  There 
were  then,  perhaps,  not  fifty  Latter  Day  Saints  in  the  whole  world  ;  and 
every  year  brings  to  pass  the  fiJfilment  of  the  sayings,  and  predictions,  and 
revelations  of  Joseph,  the  prophet. 

The  work  is  rolling  on  as  rapidly  as  the  wheels  of  time  will  permit,  I 
well  recollect  a  revelation  given  upwards  of  twenty-three  years  ago.  What 
did  the  Lord  say  when  we  were  only  a  little  handful  ?  Said  he,  '  It  is  neces- 
sary that  my  elders  should  go  forth  into  all  the  regions  round  about,  and 
preach  my  gospel,  and  many  shall  be  converted  ;  and  ye  shall  have  power 
to  organize  yourselves  according  to  the  laws  of  man,'  This  was  spoken 
before  we  began  to  gather.  What  was  the  use  of  organizing  ourselves  accor- 
ding to  the  laws  of  man  .'  '  That  you  may  break  every  band  wherewith  the 
enemy  seeketh  to  destroy,  and  that  you  may  keep  my  laws.'  Has  not  this 
been  fufilled  ?  Look  at  tlie  time  that  prophecy  was  given,  away  back 
nearly  twenty-ioiir  years  ago.  Has  it  come  to  pass  ?  Are  we  not  organized 
according  to  the  laws  of  man  ?  Are  not  many  converted  just  as  the  reve- 
lation predicted  ?  And  are  we  not  in  a  position  by  being  organized  here  ih 
Utah  Territory  according  to  the  laws  of  man,  to  break  the  bands  of  the 
enemy  tliat  they  may  not  destroy  us  as  a  people.  If  mobs  undertake  to 
afflict  us  here,  they  will  find  it  very  difficult,  because  we  are  organized 
accordmg  to  the  laws  of  man.  If  they  use  any  exertion,  or  any  influence  to 
bring  about  the  destruction  of  this  people,  we  are  organized  according  to  the 
laws  of  man,  and  can  fight  them  with  their  own  weapons. 

Not  only  was  this  for  the  purpose  of  our  being  secure  from  the  hands  of 
our  enenues,  but,  '  that  ye  may  be  able  to  keep  my  laws,'  That  was 
anotlier  reason  the  Lord  gave  in  the  same  revelation.     Are  there   not  some 


laws  of  God  that  we  could  not  keep  if  we  were  scattered  over  the  other  States 
and  IVrritories,  unorganized  according  to  the  laws  of  man  ?  Yes,  there  are 
laws  of  the  greatest  moment  that  have  a  bearing  vipon  the  present  and  future 
destiny  of  this  people  ;  that  have  a  bearing  upon  their  eternal  glory,  exal  - 
tation,  and  everlasting  happiness.  These  laws  never  could  have  been  kept 
had  we  not  been  organized  according  to  the  laws  of  man.  The  Lord  has 
fulfilled  this  revelation  thus  far  ;  how  much  more  complete  this  organiza- 
tion may  become  hereafter,  I  know  not,  neither  do  I  care. 

It  was  not  the  invention  of  man,  nor  the  power  and  wisdom  of  man  that 
organized  this  kingdom,  but  the  God  we  worship  and  serve,  who  made  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.  He  made  this  kingdom  and  organized  it,  and  estab- 
lished it  ;  it  is  all  his,  and  he  holds  it  in  his  own  hands  ;  and  the  same 
great  Being  rules  and  governs  the  wicked  :  he  controls  them,  and  he  will 
fulfil  every  word  that  has  been  given  through  the  mouths  of  his  servants,  as 
he  tells  us  in  the  preface  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  :  '  These 
commandments  and  prophecies  shall  be  fulfilled  ;  though  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  shall  pass  away,  not  one  iota  or  tittle  of  the  commandments  of  that 
book  shall  pass  away.' 

Everything  will  roll  round,  roll  round,  roll  round  in  its  times  and  seasons 
until  this  kingdom  shall  spread  forth,  and  the  dominion  and  the  greatness  of 
it  will  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  earth,  and  there  will  not  be  a  dog  to  move 
his  tongue  from  the  Rocky  Movuitains  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth, 
but  all  be  in  subjection  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ  ;  all  must  become  subject 
to  her  laws  ;  and  the  great  nations  of  the  earth — mighty  nations,  not  a  few, 
ere  long  will  come  up  to  Zion,  to  seek  wisdom  and  knowledge  from  the  coun- 
sellors in  Zion.  They  will  read  her  laws,  and  say,  '  Our  laws  are  as 
nothing,  our  wisdom  as  foolishness,  our  words  like  the  tow  that  is  exposed 
to  the  devouring  flame,  we  are  broken  asunder,  torn  into  fragments,  and 
ready  to  crusli  under  our  own  weight  ;  but  your  laws,  government,  and 
officers,  are  all  good,  righteous,  just  and  true  ;  surely  the  God  of  Israel  is 
in  your  midst.  Come  let  us  go  up  to  Zion,  let  us  hear  from  the  wise  legis- 
lators of  Zion,  and  let  us  hear  the  laws  proclaimed  therein  ;  let  us  learn  of 
the  wisdom  that  dwells  in  the  servants  of  the  Most  High.'  And  they  will 
come  up  with  their  armies,  and  their  mighty  men,  and  their  judges,  and  their 
rulers,  and  kings  will  come  to  the  brightness  of  her  rising,  and  the  gentiles, 
will  come  like  a  flowing  stream,  and  the  gates  of  Zion  will  be  open  day 
and  night,  and  never  be  shut  to  admit  the  forces  that  will  come  rushing  in 
from  all  nations,  to  learn  the  wisdom,  knowledo-e,  and  instruction  that  are 
poured  out  from  the  heavens  upon  the  servants  of  the  Most  High. 

If  we  are  looking  forward  to  such  a«glorious  time — to  such  a  happy  period 
let  us  endeavour  to  prepare  ourselves,  and  awake  from  our  slumber,  and  da 
the  duties  required  at  our  hands.  Pay  up  your  debts,  pay  them  up  to  the 
Perpetual  Emigration  Fund  ;  and  let  the  means  be  sent  back  immediately, 
that  those  who  are  starving  to  death,  and  are  ground  down  with  tyranny, 
may  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  you.  Remember  them  and  God  will 
remember  you.  But  if  you  turn  your  back  upon  these  principles,  and  will 
not  seek  to  do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  to  you  ;  if  you  will 
not  listen  to  the  instructions  of  our  prophet,  and  to  the  instructions  of 
others  who  have  spoken  on  this  stand,  you  will  wither  away  like  a  dried 
reed,  and  you  wdl  bear  no  authority,  and  that  you  have  will  be  taken  from 
you,  and  you  will  be  left  poor  find  miserable,  and  become  the  off-scouring  of 
the  earth,  under  the  ciirse  of  the  Almighty  for  your  disobedience.  — Deseret 
News 
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ORIGINAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Brig  "  Tarquenia,"  April  26tb,  l»55. 
Dear  President  Farkham, 

Sir, — Being  called  to  leave  my  present  field  of  labour,  and  return 
home,  I  write  to  let  you  and  the  brethren  generally  know  how  the 
wo'"k  of  the  Lord  has  prospered  in  this  colony  since  I  have  been 
placed  in  this  field. 

As  is  generally  known,  I  arrived  here  about  two  years  ago,  under 
most  discouraging  circumstances,  but  by  the  favour  of  the  Lord  my 
way  has  bean  continually  opened  before  me,  and  a  good  work  has 
been  wrought  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard  ;  many  have  been  baptized, 
and  many  ha^e  been  looked  up,  who  had  emigrated  to  this  country 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  their  way  to  Zion  ;  but  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servation is  concerned  many  of  the^  e  have  made  shipwreck  of  their 
faith — others  remain  faithful.  About  13  have  been  looked  up,  and 
57  have  been  baptised,  in  all  about  70  in  this  colony.  Those  who 
have  been  baptised  are  faithful  Saints,  only  one  of  them  has  been 
cut  off.  Since  my  arrival  seven  Elders  have  been  ordained,  who 
have  all  proved  faithful  to  their  calling.  There  has  also  b?en  four 
Priests  ordained,  and  one  Teacher.  When  I  received  my  recall  the 
field  looked  more  fit  for  harvest  than  it  had  previously.  There  is  a 
good  field  of  labour  for  a  few  faithful  Elders  in  this  country. 

Since  the  information  has  arrived,  calling  tor  my  return,  I  have 
been  called  to  perform  another  part  in  the  great  work  of  the  last 
days,  by  the  Presidency  of  this  mission.  That  is  of  gathering  the 
sheep  and  taking  them  to  the  fold.  When  they  received  the  infor- 
mation they  manifested  the  greatest  anxiety  to  obey  that  command- 
ment also,  and  leave  the  place  where  the  judgments  of  God  only 
linger  for  the  destruction  of  the  wicked  after  the  righteous  are 
gathered. 

After  receiving  my  instructions  I  proceeded  immediately  to  can- 
vas the  country  to  find  out  how  many  could  emigrate.  After  vi- 
siting South  Australia,  and  the  branches  in  Victoria,  I  found  that  1 
could  safely  depend  on  forty-five.  I  then  immediately  engaged  a 
vessel  to  take  us  to  San  Pedro,  South  California,  but  as  the  time 
draws  near  for  sailing  it  appears  probable  that  we  shall  have  about 
sixty  in  passengers,  being  from  75  to  80  souls. 

Being  nearlv  ready  to  sail,  and  perhaps  leave  the  southern  clime 
for  ever,  I  wish  to  leave  my  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  work  in 
which  1  am  engaged,  having  proven  for  myself  the  truth  of  sam?  by 
an  experience  of  about  fourteen  years ;  and  have  proven  th'  t  the 
blessinirs  have  and  do  follow  the  believers  now  as  in  the  days  of  the 
Apostles:  and  that  the  blessings  mentioned  by  Psul,  in  the  12th 
chapter  of  Cor.,  are  now  realized  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.     I  have  proven  that  the  like  causes  produce  the 
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like  eflects ;  and  that  God  gives  His  spirit  as  anciently  to  baptized 
believers,  through  the  laying  on  of  hands,  as  will  be  found  recorded 
in  the  eighth  and  nineteenth  chapter?  of  Acts.  It  was  ordained  that 
J.)seph  Smith  should  be  a  prophet,  to  come  fuith  in  the  last  days,  to 
usher  in  the  fulness  of  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  when 
(jrod  would  gather  all  things  in  on-*,  both  things  in  heaven  and  things 
on  the  earth  ;  and  he  has  sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood,  by  the 
hands  ol  a  rutliiess  mob,  by  whom  he  was  slain  on  June  27,  1844. 

As  he  testified  of  things  in  life,  so  also  in  death,  for  he  left  his 
people  saying  that  he  was  going  "  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter. 
This  proved  to  be  true,  for  he  never  returned  alive.  He  performed 
the  greatest  work  ever  done  on  the  earth,  Jesus  excepted ;  and  now 
ail  msn  are  called  upon  to  repent  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  have  hands  laid  upon  them  for  the  gifi  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  such  as  comply  with  these  conditions 
will  have  the  spirit  to  lead  tiieni  into  all  truth,  and  show  tiieni  things 
to  come ;  but  if  they  keep  not  this  law,  they  will  guffer  loss,  in  this 
world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  which  loss  will  be  as  eternal  as 
their  duration.  All  men  will  do  well  in  keeping  the  commandments 
of  Jesus  and  His  Father :  such  will  know  of  the  doctrine  whether  it 
is  true  or  not ;  whether  it  is  of  men  or  of  God. 

May  the  light  of  the  truth  that  issues  from  .Jesus  enlighten  all  the 
honest  in  heart,  is  the  prayer  of  one  that  is  obliged  to  leave,  and  he 
instructs  all  who  may  have  received  the  truth  at  his  hands,  to  grow 
in  grace  and  the  love  of  the  truth,  until  they  arrive  at  the  fulness  of 
all  truth.  ]\fy  love  to  all  saints,  may  the  w^ay  be  opened  for  them 
to  gather,  not  forgeting  yourself. 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  Covenant, 

BURR  FROST.- 

To  President  Augustus  Farnham. 


EDITORIAL  AND  GENERAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Saints  generally,  from  the  past  usefulness  of  the  Watchvian^ 
being  desirous  that  it  should  be  continued  as  heretofore,  we  therefore 
present  them  and  the  public  with  the  (irst  number  of  the  second 
volume.  Trusting  to  the  Lord  for  His  Holy  Spirit,  to  assist  and 
guide  us  in  this  high  and  resj)onsible  undertaking,  and  also  depending 
on  the  Saints  for  their  faith,  ])rayers,  and  means  to  sustain  it;  that  it 
may  continue  to  be  issued  regularly. 

We  shall  avail  ourselves  of  our  past  experience,  and  the  ability- 
given  unto  us  to  make  the  Watchman  as  instructive  and  as  interest- 
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hig  as  possible  ;  for  this  end  we  request  all  Presidents  to  keep  us 
correctly  informed,  of  any  particular  events  or  circumstances,  that 
may  transpire  in  their  respective  fields  of  labour,  having  a  bearing  on 
the  interest  of  the  cause,  and  also  of  the  state  of  the  work  of  the  Lord 
and  the  statistics  thereof. 

By  the  latest  intelligence  from  New  Zealand,  Elder  Cooke  informs 
us  of  his  labours  and  travels  over  a  considerable  portion  of  that  colony. 
He  has  met  with  much  success  in  preaching,  and  many  are  receiving 
the  truth  and  being  united  with  the  saints  of  the  Most  High.  He 
has  visited  several  of  the  most  populous  cities  and  towns,  and  has 
found  many  honest  inquirers  after  the  knowledge  of  God  5  who 
manifest  a  desire  to  learn  the  true  foundation  and  principles  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  as  it  is  established  in  these  days. 

These,  being  persons  of  candour,  and  such  as  are  accustomed  to  re- 
flect, they  are  led  by  the  contentions,  devisions  and  sub-divisions  that 
exists  amongst  the  professing  christians  ;  to  see,  that  the  princi  - 
pies  of  salvation  are  quite  different  to  those  that  are  taught  by 
the  hireling  priests  of  the  day ;  an  hireling  priesthood  that  would, 
were  they  not  restrained,  do  as  did  the  unbelieving  Jews,  who 
put  to  death  the  Son  of  God,  so  would  these  hirelings  who  have 
magnified  themselves  before  men  ;  if  they  were  not  restrained  by  well 
established  laws.  They  would  endeavour  to  destroy  the  servant  of 
God  in  these  days. 

This  feeling  has  been  manifested  to  a  considerable  extent  in  New 
Zealand,  by  those  who  are  placed  at  the  head  of  the  people  as  teachers 
of  righteousness,  who  teach  not  by  the  wisdom  of  God,  but  of  man. 
The  hireling  teachers  in  New  Zealand  have  been  so  inveterate  in  their 
opposition  to  the  gospel,  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants  so  eager  in  their 
enquiries  after  it,  that  we  already  begin  to  see  fulfilled  in  a  degree 
the  important  prophesy  contained  in  the  following  acrostic : — 

•(composed  by  elder  JONES  ON  OUR  DEPARTURE  TO  OPEN  THE  GOSPEL 

IN  THAT  COLONY,) 

F  ear  not,  for  the  Lord  will  you  bless, 
A  nd  crown  your  labours  with  success  ; 
R  ighteousness  shall  win  its  way, 
N  o  power  can  withstand  its  sway. 
H  ell  may  rage  and  the  Hirelings  howl, 
A  nd  cry,  alas!  our  crafts  will  fail, 
M  aori's  son  will  the  truth  obey. 

This  opposition  to  the  Gospel  in  New  Zealand  is  not  singular,  for 
•  this  occurs  wherever  it  is  preached  by  authorized  messengers.  When- 
ever the  Elders  of  Israel  go  amongst  a  people  who  are  sitting  in 
darkness,  and  who  are  lulled  into  cornel  security  by  the  delusive 
teachings  of  men  who  profess  to  teach  the  way  of  salvation  ;  but  who 
have  not  been  "called  of  God"  to  that  office  "  as  Aaron  was  "  to  his, 
but  have  been  placed  there  by  the  sleight  of  men,  who  with  cunning 
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craftiness  lay  in  wait  to  deceive;  these  rise  up  against  the  servants 
of  God,  and  for  a  time  lay  down  their  contensions  to  unite  in  oppos- 
ing the  principles  of  truth.  In  this  we  are  not  surprised,  for  the 
Apostle  foretold  that  in  these  days  "  evil  men  and  seducers"  should 
"  wax  worse  and  worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived."  Whilst  we 
are  continually  receiving  information,  from  every  town  and  village, 
where  the  Klders  have  entered  ;  that  these  men  who  ihus  stand  at  the 
head  of  society,  are  rejecting  the  Gcspel  of  Christ,  and  denying  the 
Kevelatious  of  God,  as  they  have  been  made  known  to  His  servants, 
in  these  the  last  day,  we  are  led  to  say  with  the  prophet,  Micah  3 
chaps,  and  11  verse,  "  Ihe  heads  thereof  judge  for  reward  ;  and  the 
Priest  thereof  teach  for  hire,"  and  also  of  Paul's  sayings,  2  Tim.  3,  5, 
were  he  describes  them  as  "  having  a  form  of  Godliness,  but  denying 
the  power  thereof  from  such  turn-a-way,"  and  he  farther  describes  them 
in  the  7th  verse,  as  "  ever  learning  and  never  coming  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth."  We  are  warranted  in  saying  with  him,  that  the  false 
teachers  of  this  would-be-wise  generation  are  men  of  "  corrupi  minds 
reprobate  conceniing  the  faith,  that  is,  the  faith  once  delivered  unto 
the  saints. 

Since  our  last  issue  we  have  made  another  visit  to  Victoria, 
OT  the  purpose  of  assisting  a  company  of  saints,  to  prepare  to 
embark  for  the  land  of  America ;  there  to  assemble  with  their  brethren 
and  sisters,  the  saints  of  God.  They  were  shipped  on  board  the  Brig 
"  Tarquenia,"  under  the  charge  of  Elder  Burr  Frost,  who  has  the 
oversight  of  them  until  they  arrive  at  San  Bernardino.  The  Com- 
pany  numbered  72  souls,  27  of  whom  were  led  up  to  Port  Phillip 
from  Adelaide  by  A.  P.  Dowdle  ;  the  two  companies  met,  when, 
(altho'  it  may  appear  strange  to  many)  they  appeared  like  old  ac- 
quaintances ;  a  perfect  union  existed  amongst  them,  they  all  rejoiced 
in  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  They  put  to  sea  on  the  27th  of  April,  all 
well  and  in  good  spirits. 

Elders  P.  Smith  and  i^  Owens  are  returninghome  with  this  com- 
pany. Elder  Dowdle  still  remains  to  assist  in  rolling  forth  the  work 
in  this  colony. 

There  are  many  Saints  remaining  in  Victoria,  who  are  making 
every  effort  to  gather  out  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit.  The 
prospects  are  good  for  a  much  wider  spread  of  the  Gospel  through 
that  colony.  I'he  work  is  being  prospered  in  the  hands  of  the  Elders  ; 
the  Lord  working  with  them  to  establish  His  word,  to  the  convincing 
of  the  honest  in  heart,  of  the  importance  of  Salvation. 

The  news  from  Adelaide  is  (piite  cheering,  the  saints  generally  are 
rejoicing  in  the  work  of  the  Latter-days  ;  several  Elders  are  labour- 
ing under  the  Presidency  of  Elder  John  W.  Norton,  and  all  who 
may  happen  to  listen  to  him,  or  any  other  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord 
labouring  there,  will  do  well  to  pay  heed  to  the  same,  and  to  examine 
for  themselves  whether  the  work  be  of  God  or  of  man. 

Elders  are  travelling  in  different  parts  of  this  Colony  ;  they   meet 


14 

with"  much  opposition,  but  truth  must  prevail,  and  it  will  soon  break 
down  the  strong  holds  of  satan  ;  for  the  Lord  has  promised  that  He 
will  give  the  kingdom  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  uost  High, 
see  Dan.  7,  ^7.  The  word  of  the  Lord  by  His  prophets  will  be  ful- 
filled. 

Have  not  then,  the  Saints  of  Latter-da-fS,  the  greatest  reason  to 
rejoice  in  these  great  and  gloridus  principles.  .-  aints  who  have 
covenanted  to  keep  the  comniandaients  of  God,  and  to  walk  in  obe- 
dience to  His  will,  conforming  to  all  His  laws  and  ordinances,  as  fast 
as  they  are  made  known  to  them  by  His  authorised  servants.  '!  hus 
receiving  instructions  from  and  increasing  in  the  knowledge  of  Him, 
who  IS  eternal  by  means  of  continual  lieveiation,  which  will  lead  them 
into  all  truth,  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

^^■e  answer  yes,  they  have  cause  to  rejoice,  and  they  are  rejoicing 
for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  resting   on    His    people,    and   they   are 
gathering  to  Zion  with  songs  of  joy  and  triumph,  singing 
O  Babylon  !  O  Babylon  !  we  bi<:l  thee  farewell, 
We're  going  to  the  Mountains  of  Kphriin  to  dwell. 

We  have  just  received  advices  froni  Liverpool,  England,  whereby 
we  are  informed  that  a  paicel  of  Books  has  been  sent  out  with  the 
Boomerang,  which  may  be  expected  in  Sydney  in  a  few  days,  when 
we  shall  have  a  supply  of  the  15th  volume  of  the  Star,  also  of  the 
first  volume  of  the  Seer,  both  complete. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  carrying  a  more  deep  and  powerful  influence 
thrcmgh  England  and  continental  li^urope,  than  it  has  ever  done 
before. 

We  have  also  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Presidency  in  Zion, 
peace  and  prosperity  prevails  there,  public  works  progressing.  The 
families  of  the  Elders  in  these  colonies  are  all  well. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from  the  Deseret  News  dated  Oct. 
26,  1854. 

GOVERNOR  YOUNG 

And  suit  returned  on  the  l8ch  inst.,  having  been  absent  eight  days  on  a 
trip  to  M and,  and  the  intervening  settlements.  Talks  were  held  with  the 
Indians  on  the  route  who,  with  few  exceptions,  manifested  friendly  feelings, 
and  a  strong  desire  for  the  continuance  of  peaceful  relations.  Much  coun- 
sel, and  instruction  on  tiie  policy  to  pursue  with  our  red  neighbours,  and  on 
other  matters,  was  given  to  the  inhabitants  in  each  settlement. 

The  notorious  Washear,*  or  Squash-head,  told  Governor  Young,  "that  he 
had  been  mad,  and  had  acted  foolishly,  but  had  got  over  it  now,  and  would 
do  better,  and  as  he  was  very  poor,  if  he  would  give  him  a  blanket  he  would 
go  out  hunting,  and  get  his  living  honestly."  The  Governor  overlooked 
Squash-head's  past  folly,  and  gave  him  a  blanket,  being  ucll  aware  that  as 
we  have  been  twenty-four  years  in  severe  drill  to  learn  what  we  know,  we 
should  be  very  lenient  to  the  natives  who  have  to  start  from  a  position  so 
far  below  the  vantage  ground  we  had  at  the  beginning. 
♦  V\'ashcr  is  the  chief  of  that  Nation. 
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The  company  were  fa»'oured  with  lovely  weather,  enjoyed  the  trip  much, 
and  all  parties  were  gratified,  and  benefitted  by  the  visit. 

By  letters  from  Elder  P.  P.  Pratt  to  Governor  Young,  and  Elder  G.  A. 
Smith,  dated  at  San  Francisco,  August  23rd,  we  learn  the  following  : 

Elder  Pratt  and  all  the  Elders  wno  went  from  here  with  him  were  in 
good  health. — Elders,  George  Q.  Cannon,  Hawkins,  Henry  Bigler,  and 
Farrar  had  arrived  from  the  Islands  on  their  way  to  Utah,  Elder  Badlara 
is  studying  the  Caiaese  language,  and  an  intelligent  Chinaman  is  reading  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  other  of  our  publications,  with  interest.  Business 
was  very  dull  ;  the  markets  were  glutted  ;  no  money  afloat  ;  and  many 
cliances  to  buy  goods  cheaper  than  in  New  York. 


The  Sugar  Works  will  be  ready  to  operate  in  a  few  weeks : — 
PROFITABLE  FARMING. 

Bro.  Israel  Calkins  of  Payson,  raised  on  a  little  less  than  one  acre  of 
ground  belonging  to  Bishop  Cross,  the  following  produce  this  season,  viz  : 
150  bushels  of  beets  ;  150  bushels  of  potatoes  ;  30  bushels  of  onions  ;  150 
good  cabbage  heads,  besides  300  which  were  destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers  ; 
cucumbers  enough  for  3  barrels  of  Pickles,  and  quite  a  quantity  of  mellons, 
squashes,  peppers,  &c.,  &c. 

The  above  is  another  evidence  that  a  small  piece  of  ground  well  tilled  gw  eh 
more  profit,  and  satisfaction,  with  less  labour,  than  the  usual  mode  o^skiming 
over  laige  surfaces,  and  taking  half  care  of  the  produce. 


SUGAR  BEETS. 

Brother  George  Crainer  of  Tooele  brought  in    four    sugar    beets   which 
weighed  72^.  lbs  one  of  them  weighing  20  lbs. 

These  were  about  average  in  a  crop  on  half  an  acre. 


BE  FIRM. 

Let  the  winds  blow,  and  the  waves  of  s;)ciety  beat  and  frown  about  you, 
if  they  will  ;  but  keep  your  soul  in  rectitude,  and  it  will  be  firm  as  a  rock. 
Plant  yourself  upon  principle,  and  bid  defiance  to  misfortune.  If  gossip, 
with  her  poisoned  tongue,  meddles  with  your  good  name — if  her  disciples, 
who  infest  every  town  and  hamlet,  make  your  disgrace  tlie  burden  of  their 
song,  heed  them  not.  It  is  their  bread  and  their  meat  to  slander. — Treat 
their  idle  words  as  you  would  treat  the  hissing  of  a  serpent,  or  the  buzzing 
of  many  insects.  Carry  yourself  erect ;  and  by  the  serenity  of  your  coun- 
tenance, and  the  purity  of  your  life,  give  the  lie  to  all  who  would  berate  and 
belittle  you.  Why  be  afraid  of  any  man  ?  Why  cower  and  tremble  in  the 
presence  of  the  rich  ?  Why  '  crook  tlie  pliant  hinges  of  the  knee,  that  thrift 
may  follow  fawning  ?'  No,  friend,  fear  them  not !  Build  up  your  charac- 
ter with  holy  principles,  and  if  your  path  be  not  strewn  with  flowers,  let  it 
be  beautiful  with  the  light  of  divine  life,  and  you  will  leave  behind  you  a 
noble  example,  which  will  be  to  the  world,  a  perrennial  flower,  whose  leaves 
will  be  a  healing  to  the  nations,  and  its  fragrance  the  panacea  of  the  soul. 
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FIRST  PRINCIPLES. 


Well  may  we  wonder,  when  men  are  grown  so  wise 

That  thev,  the  councils  of  the  Lord  despise  ; 

The  Saviour's  precepts,  in  their  pride  they  change. 

The  simple  truths  they  daringly  derange — 

One  cries,  my  church  so  old  !  oh  !  who  can  doubt! 

The  truth  of  it,  and  know  what  he's  about ;  I 

The  rock  o(  St.  Peter  surely  cannot  fail, 

To  keep  the  truth,  tho'  fierce  dissent  assail ; 

United  we  have,  this  thousand  years  or  more, 

Withstood  the  test  of  persecution  sore. 

Now  list  if  for  age,  we  must  a  church  respect, 

We  err  I'm  sure,  if  we  the  Jews  reject; 

Or  if  to  persecution,  we  give  place. 

We'll  surely  own,  that  poor  degraded  race ; 

Then  where  is  the  church  ;  or  what  unerring  sign. 

Marks  it  as  being,  of  origin  divine. 

Let  us  just  look  back,  unto  the  days,  when  first. 

The  vail  of  darkness  by  the  Lord  was  burst ; 

To  teach  the  Gospel  and  saving  truths  make  known 

He  left  the  glory  of  his  Father's  throne  ; 

The  Revealing  Spirit,  to  Peter  given, 

Show'd  him  Christ,  the  Lord  of  earth  and  heaven  ; 

That  spirits,  the  rock,  on  which  his  Church  he  laid, 

Saying  that  he'd  protect  them  whilst  they  obey'd  ; 

On  this  rock  they  might  defy  the  fiercest  host, 

That  hell's  dark  regions,  or  the  earth  could  boast. 

The  revealing  power  of  the  spirit  is  shown. 

By  Peter  speaking  what  no  flesh  had  known, 

It  was  on  that  power,  that  the  Saviour  said. 

He'd  build  a  church,  and  of  it  be  the  head. 

But  that  the  church  that  Jesus  planted  then. 

Would  him  forget,  and  follow  after  men, 

He  would  reject  her— for  sure  the  promise  made, 

AV'as  only  while  the  church  his  voice  obey'd. 

Jehovah  blessed  Isra'l,  and  said  increase, 

For  thou  art  chosen,  and  thy  seed  wont  cease  ; 

And  a  lasting  covenant  -with  thee  I'll  make, 

For  Abraham  my  faithful  servant's  sake ; 

But  when  they  rehell'd,  and  so  forgot  the  Lord, 

He  gave  them  up,  unto  the  heathen  sword ; 

He  left  them  in  darkness,  and  his  light  withdrew; 

But  none  can  say  that  his  promise  is  not  true. 

Obedience  is  claim'd,  by  God  above. 

And  the  law  that  rules  us,  is  the  law  of  love 

He  never  did  control  his  creatures  will. 

Men  may  disobey  him,  or  his  word  fulfill, 

Then  let  us  look  unto  the  early  days. 

When  truth's  pure  banner  the  Lord  himself  did 

raise, 
'What  were  the  precepts  that  he  then  made  known. 
That  should  rule  the  church,  He  would  for  ever  own; 
Remembering  this,  that  God's  unerring  pow'r. 
Is  still  the  same,  even  at  the  present  hour. 
When  Peter  received  power  from  on  high, 
To  go  forth  boldly  and  salvation  cry  ; 
To  preach  its  saving  truths,  and  explain  the  plan 
By  which  God  pleased  to  save  the  creature  man. 
The  Gospel  truths,  clear,  and  plain  defined. 
He  preached  the  Lord;  him  they  had  crucified, 
Show'd  them  for  what,  the  Savior  Jesus  died. 
They  heard,  believed, — in  agony  they  cri'd. 
What  they  sliould  do,  so  might  their  souls  be  sav'd. 
Pi'ter  knew  they  believed,  and  cri'd,  repent. 
And  for  remission  of  their  sins,  was  meant. 
The  Baptismal  form,  which  when  they  had  pass'd 

through  ; 
The  promise  made,  they  would  then  find  it  true, 
The  Holy  Ghost,  with  all  its  power  receive  ; 
Ye'U  know  yourselves  ;  in  this  we  cant  deceive. 
Will  any  say  that  what  the  Apostle  then  taught. 
Was  not  th'  Gospel,  with  all  its  blessings  fraught ; 
And  that  the  principles,  as  are  here  made  known. 

To  Elder  AUGUSTUS  FARNHAM, 

President  of  the  Australian  Mission. 


Mankind  do  now  their  practice  quite  disown. 

Men  now  will  tell  you,  that  you  must  first  repent, 

And  pray  that  faith,  may  unto  you  be  sent. 

To  believe  some  things,  you  cannot  comprehend, 

W^here  myst'ry  is — doubts  surely  will  attend. 

And  thus  pass  by  the  commands  the  Saviour  gave, 

And  tell  you  too,  th're  not  required  to  save ; 

Thus  is  the  Gospel,  that  once  mankind  did  cheer, 

Now  made  a  thing,  of  danger,  doubt  and  fear. 

All  then  will  own,  that  to  save,  faith  is  required, 

And  teach  obedience  ;  but  not  as  God  desir'd. 

Just  as  their  own  mind  dictates,  they  will  obey. 

And  pass  unheeded  what  the   Lord  did  say. 

We  first  believe  (or  should)  there  is  a  God  : 

And  next  believe  in  wicked  ways  we've  trod. 

Then  must  we  surely  grieve,  that  the  Lord  so  good, 

We  have  offended,  and  his  voice  withstood. 

This  godly  sorrow  shows  that  we  do  repent. 

And  to  alter  is  our  firm  intent. 

No  merit  in  ourselves  for  to  atone. 

For  our  misdeeds  is  to  us  then  made  known 

Then  for  a  saviour  in  this  our  urgent  need, 

We  fly  to  Christ,  and  beg  that  he  will  plead. 

With  God  the  Father,  our  faith  we  then  must  show 

By  strict  obedience  to  those  commands  we  know. 

Then  let  me  here,  this  simple  question  ask, 

What  God  commands,  have  we  a  right  to  task  ; 

The  way  our  obed'ence,  he  may  please  to  test, 

We  .should  submit  to,  when  its  his  behest ; 

We  should  not,  in  our  wisdom  dare  to  interfere. 

What  e'er  he  wills  we  should  obey  with  fear. 

The  Saviour  says,  believe,  and  baptized  be, 

The  Apostles  taught  this  in  their  min'stry. 

But  men  now  say,  that  they  have  a  better  way ; 

Its  not  for  us,  what  then,  the  Lord  did  say. 

We  will  sprinkle  infants  in  their  younger  day^, 

They  may  when  old,  believe  what  e'er  they  please ; 

Surely,  the  Lord  knows  we  have  a  willing  heart. 

To  do  what  e'er  the  scripture  does  impart; 

The  command's  plain  it  ought  not  to  be  despised. 

But  this  text  should  be  spiritualiz'd, 

■When  faithful  Abraham,  at  the  Lords  command. 

Forbade  his  feelings,  to  restrain  his  hand ; 

If  he  had  knelt,  and  answered  to  the  Lord, 

That  he  was  willing  to  obey  his  word  ; 

That  he'd   sacrifice,  his  only  son,  his  all. 

Resign' d,  enduring  what  e'er  did  him  befall, 

Thou  knowest  Lord,  that  my  faithful,  willing  mind. 

To  obed'ence  has  always  been  inclined. 

Had  he  thus  spoke,  but  still  the  act  neglect. 

Would  God,  his  faith  or  willingness  respect. 

The  command  that  came,  he  did  not  criticize, 

Nor  did  he  the  meaning,  try  to  spiritualize. 

It  conveyed  unto  him,  what  he  should  fulfill, 

He  bowed  obedient  to  his  makers  will. 

God  told  the  Israelites  for  to  march  round. 

The  walls  of  Jerico,  and  rams  horns  sound  ; 

But  had  they  stood  still,  and  trusted  in  the  Lord, 

Its  fall  so  signal,  they  could  not  record. 

It  is  not  for  us,  to  know  the  reason  why. 

The  Lord  commands,  we  should  at  once  comply  ; 

Its  appearing  simple  to  our  common  sense. 

Is  no  excuse,  but  a  mere  false  pretence  ; 

Nor  should  human  wisdom  lead  us  thus  astray, 

For  Christ  himself  did  all  commands  obey ; 

He  uo  remission  of  his  sins  did  need, 

To  fulfil  all  righteousness  he  did  proceed. 

The  water  contains  no  purifying  spirit. 

Nor  by  the  act  can  we  claim  any  merit ; 

Its  simply  this,  it  is  the  appointed  plan. 

By  which  God  wills  so  save  poor  fallen  man. 

WM.  G.  A.PHILLIPS, 
Sydney,  New  South  wales,  25th  April,  1865. 
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HE  THAT  EEADETH  LET  HIM  UNDERSTAND. 


ITo.  2.  FRIDAY,  JUEE  16, 1865.  Vol.  II. 

rl:marks  on  the  third  chapter  of  timothy,  by 
president  brigham  young,  delivered  in  the 
tabernacle  of  g.  s.  l.  city,  oct.  1,  1855. 

'  "  This  is  a  true  saying,  if  a  man  desire  the  ofBce  of  a  bishop,  he 
desireth  a  good  work.  A  bishop  must  then  be  blameless,  the  husband 
of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior,  given  to  hospitality, 
apt  to  teach  ;  not  given  to  wine,  no  striker,  not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre, 
but  patient,  not  a  brawler,  not  covetous  ;  one  that  ruleth  well  in  his 
own  house,  having  his  children  in  subjection  with  all  gravity,  (for  if 
a  man  know  not  how  to  rule  his  own  house,  how  shall  he  take  care 
of  t*he  Church  of  God  ?)  Not  a  novice,  lest  being  lifted  up  with  pride 
he  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil.  Sioreover,  he  must  have 
a  good  report  of  them  which  are  without,  lest  he  fall  into  reproach, 
and  the  snare  of  the  devil.  Likewise  must  the  deacons  be  grave,  not 
double  tongued,  not  given  to  much  wine,  not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre, 
holding  the  mystery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience.  And  let  these 
also  first  be  proved  ;  then  let  them  use  the  office  of  a  deacon,  being 
found  blameless.  Even  so  must  their  wives  be  grave,  not  slanderers, 
sober,  faithful  in  all  things.  Let  the  deacons  be  the  husbands  of  one 
wife,  ruling  their  children  and  their  own  houses  well." 

T  have  read  this  that  your  minds  may  be  refreshed,  and  that  you 
may  know  how  it  does  read. 

Instead  of  my  believing  for  a  moment  that  Paul  wished  to  signify 
to  Timothy  that  he  must  select  a  man  to  fill  the  office  of  a  bishop 
that  would  have  but  one  wife,  I  believe  directly  the  reverse  ;  but  his 
advice  to  Timothy  amounts  simply  to  this : — It  would  not  be  wise  for 
you  to  ordain  a  man  to  tiie  office  of  a  bishop  unless  lie  has  a  wi/e ; 
you  must  not  ordain  a  singie  or  unmarried  man  to  that  calling. 

If  you  will  read  this  chapter  carefnlly,  you  will  learn  the  (inalifica- 
tions  necessary  for  deacons  and  bishops,  and  also  for  their  wives. 
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I  will  simply  give  ray  views  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  then 
leave  it. 

I  have  no  testimony  from  the  Bible,  neither  have  I  from  any  his- 
tory that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  that  a  man  was  ever  prohibited 
in  the  church  in  the  days  of  Paul  from  taking  more  than  one  wife. 
If  any  historian  has  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  let  him  make  it  known 
at  a  suitable  time ;  but  if  such  was  the  case  it  has  not  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I  will  now  give  you  ray  reasons  why  it  is  necessary  that  a  bishop 
should  have  a  wife,  not  but  that  he  may  have  more  than  one  wife. 
In  the  first  place  he  is  (or  should  be)  like  a  father  to  his  Avard,  or  to 
the  people  over  whom  he  presides,  and  a  good  portion  of  his  time  is 
occupied  among  them.  Still  he  does  not  wish  to  be  bound  up,  or 
flooded  with  cares  of  this  world,  so  but  that  he  can  officiate  in  his 
office,  and  magnify  it  to  acceptance. 

The  office  of  a  bishop  is  in  his  ward,  and  when  he  finds  a  man  that 
is  doing  a  good  business  as  a  farmer  or  a  tradesman,  and  who  has 
plenty  around  hira,  and  is  faithfully  paying  his  tithing,  he  has  no  busi- 
ness there  only  to  receive  the  tithing  that  man  has  to  pay  for  the 
benefit  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  his  business  is  more  particularity  in 
the  houses  of  widows  and  orphans,  and  he  is  called  to  administer  to 
them  in  righteousnes,  like  a  father. 

Paul,  knowing  through  observation,  and  his  own  experience,  the 
temptations  that  were  continually  thrown  before  the  elders,  gave  in- 
structions paramount  to  this,  before  you  ordain  a  person  to  be  a  bishop, 
to  take  the  charge  of  any  one  district  or  place,  see  that  he  has  a  wife 
to  begin  with ;  he  does  not  say  '-hut  one  wife;'  it  does  not  read  so; 
but  lie  must  have  (me  to  begin  with,  in  order  that  he  may  not  be  con- 
tinually drawn  into  temptation  while  he  is  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
visiting  the  houses  of  widows  and  orphans,  the  poor,  the  afflicted, 
and  the  sick  in  his  ward.  He  is  to  converse  with  farailies,  soraetimes 
on  family  matters,  and  care  for  them,  but  if  he  has  no  wife,  he  is  not 
so  capable  of  taking  care  of  a  family  as  he  otherwise  would  be,  and 
perhaps  he  is  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  himself.  Now  select  a 
young  man  who  has  preserved  himself  in  purity  and  holiness,  one 
who  has  carried  himself  circumspectly  before  the  people,  and  before 
(lod ;  it  would  not  do  to  ordain  him  to  the  office  of  a  bishop,  for  he 
may  be  drawn  into  temptation,  and  he  lacks  experience  in  family 
matters ;  but  take  a  man  who  has  one  vsife  at  least ;  a  man  of  ex- 
perieure  like  thousands  of  our  elders,  men  of  strength  of  mind,  who 
have  determination  in  them  to  preserve  themselves  pure  under  all 
circumstances,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places  in  their  wards.  Now 
Timothy  select  such  a  man  to  be  a  bishop. 

A  bishop  in  his  calling  and  duty  is  with  the  church  all  the  time; 
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lio  is  iiol  called  to  travel  abroad  to  preacii,  but  is  at  hoiue ;  he  is  not 
abroad  in  the  world,  but  is  with  tlie  saints. 

When  you  have  got  your  bishop,  he  needs  assistance,  and  he  ordains 
-counsellors,  priests,  teachers,  and  deacons,  and  calls  them  to  help  him; 
and  he  wishes  men  of  his  own  heart  and  hand  to  do  this.  Says  he, 
'1  dare  not  even  call  a  man  to  be  a  deacon,  to  assist  me  in  my  calling-, 
unless  he  has  a  family.''  It  is  not  the  business  of  an  ignorant 
young  man,  of  no  experience  in  family  matters,  to  inijuire  into  the 
circumstances  of  families,  and  to  know  the  wants  of  every  person. 
Some  may  want  medicine  and  nourishment,  and  to  be  looked  after, 
and  it  is  not  the  business  of  boys  to  do  this  ;  but  select  a  man  who 
has  got  a  family  to  be  a  deacon,  whose  wife  can  go  vvith  him,  and  as- 
sist him  in  administering  to  the  needy  in  the  ward. 

These  are  simply  my  views  in  a  few  words  on  tlie  subject,  and 
always  have  been  since  I  reflected  on  the  doctrijie  that  the  fathers 
teach  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  view 
I  take  of  this  matter  is  not  to  be  disputed  or  disapproved  by  Scripture 
or  reason. 

J  have  no  remarkable  grounds  upon  which  to  say  it  was  not  the 
custom  in  ancient  times  for  a  man  to  have  more  than  one  wife,  but 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  custom  among  the  Jews,  from 
the  days  of  Abraham  to  the  days  of  the  Apostle,  for  tliey  were  lineal 
descendants  of  vibraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  all  of  whom  taught 
and  practised  the  doctrine  of  plurality  of  wives,  and  were  revered  bv 
the  whole  Jewish  nation,  and  it  is  but  natural  that  they  sLduld  have 
respected  and  followed  their  teachings  and  example. 

I  say  to  the  congregation,  treasure  up  in  your  hearts  what  you  have 
heard  to-night,  and  at  other  times.  You  will  hear  more  in  regard  to 
the  doctrine,  that  is,  our  '  Marriage  Regulations.'  Elder  JJyde  says 
he  has  only  just  dipped  into  it,  but  if  it  will  not  be  displeasing  to  him, 
I  will  say  he  has  not  dipped  into  it  yet ;  he  has  only  run  nmnd  the 
edges  of  the  field.  He  has  done  so  beautifully,  that  it  will  have  its 
effect.  But  the  whole  subject  of  the  marriage  relation  is  not  in  my 
reach,  nor  is  it  in  any  other  man's  reach  on  this  earth.  It  is  without 
beginning  of  days  or  end  of  years  ;  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  reach.  We 
can  tell  some  things  with  regard  to  it ;  it  lays  the  fouiulation  for 
worlds,  for  angles,  and  for  the  Gods  ;  for  intelligent  beings  to  be 
crowned  with  glory,  immortality,  and  eternal  lives.  In  fact,  it  is  the 
end  of  the  holy  gosj)el  of  salvation — of  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  ; 
it  is  from  eternity  to  eternity.  When  tlic  vision  of  the  mind  is 
opened,  y(mcan  sec  a  great  portion  of  it,  but  you  see  it  comj)arative- 
ly,  as  a  speaker  sees  tlie  faces  of  a  congregation.  To  look  at,  ami 
talk  to  each  individual  separately,  and  thinking  to  become  fully  ac- 
(juaintcd  with  them,  only  to  spend  five  minutes  with  each  would 
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consume  too  much  time,  it  could  not  be  easily  done.  So  it  is  with 
tlie  visions  of  eternity  ;  we  can  see  and  understand,  but  it  is  diflieuit 
to  tell.     May  God  bless  you,  amen.  — Dgivr<^f  Yews. 


ADDRESS  OF  P.  P.  PRATT  ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  LAYING 
THE  FOUNDATION  STONES  OF  THE  TEMPLE,  ON 
APRIL  6,  1853. 

"  And  when  they  shall  say  unto  you,  seek  unto  them  that  have 
familiar  spirits,  and  unto  wizards  that  peep  and  mutter  ;  should  not  a 
people  seek  unto  their  God '?  For  the  living  to  hear  from  the  dead?" 
ihe  foregoing  text  was  copied  by  Nephi,  from  the  Book  of  Isaiah, 
about  six  hundred  years  before  Christ,  and  is  now  contained  in  the 
second  Book  of  Ne[)hi,  chap.  ix. 

For  the  last  few  years  the  world  has  been  disturbed  very  much  by 
alleged  communications  from  the  world  of  spirits.  "  Mesmerism," 
'•  Clairvoyance,"  "  Spiritual  Knockings,"  "  Writing  Mediums,"  &c., 
are  said  to  be  channels  of  communication  between  the  living  and  the 
dead.  How  often  one  meets  with  an  invitation  to  seek  to  some 
"  medium  " — to  some  one  "  familiar  with  spirits,"  in  order  to  hear 
from  a  deceased  father,  mother,  husband,  wife,  or  other  relative  or 
friend. 

On  the  other  hand,  these  alleged  communications  from  the  spirit 
world  are  zealously  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  such 
philosophy  in  nature;  that  there  can  be  no  medium  of  comniu.iication 
between  the  living  and  those  who  have  passed  the  vale  of  death  ;  and 
that,  therefore,  all  alleged  communications  from  that  source  must 
necessarily  be  false. 

It  beco.nes  the  Saints  to  be  able  on  this,  as  on  all  other  subjects,  to 
judge  correctly  and  understandingly,  by  their  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  philosopiiy,  and  of  t.ie  laws  of  God  and  nature. 

{f  on  the  other  hand  we  admit  the  principle  of  communication  be- 
tween the  spirit  world  and  our  own,  and  yield  ourselves  to  the  unre- 
served or  indiscriminate  guidance  of  every  spiritual  manifestation,  we 
are  liable  to  be  led  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  by  every 
kind  of  spirit  which  constitute  the  varieties  of  being,  and  of  thought, 
in  the  spirit  world.  Demons,  foul  or  unclean  spirits,  adultrious  or 
mui'dcvous  spirits,  those  who  love,  or  make  a  lie,  can.  commune  with 
beings  in  tlie  (lesh,  as  well  as  those  who  are  more  true  and  virtuous. 
Again — The  spirits  who  are  ignorant,  uncultivated,  and  who  re- 
main in  error,  can  communicate  through  the  same  medium  as  those 
better  informed. 

To  illustrate  tliis  subject  we  will  consider  the  telegraph  wire  as  a 
nu'diuisv  of  communication  between  New  York  and  Boston. 
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Through  this  iiiediuni  a  holy  'ro',)het,  or  x\postle  could  c-ommuni- 
cate  the  hoiy  and  sacred  words  of  truth  ;  whiie  throwsjh  the  same, 
co.ikl  be  communicated  words  of  truth  in  rehition  to  news,  business 
transaction.-;,  the  sciences,  &c. ;  and  also  every  species  of  lie,  error, 
imposition,  fraud,  &c.  Hence,  if  the  people  of  New  York  should 
submit  to  the  guidance  of  beings  in  Bftston  who  communicate  with 
them  by  telegraph  or  other  uiediums,  they  would  be  guided  by  a 
mixiure  of  intelligence,  truth,  error,  fasehood,  &c.,  in  every  conceiva- 
ble variety.  So  with  commmiications  from  the  spirit  world,  if  we 
once  credit  the  philosophy  or  fact  of  an  existing  medium  of  commu- 
nication. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  deny  the  philosophy,  or  the  fact  of  spiritual 
communication  between  the  living  and  those  who  have  died,  vve  deny 
the  very  fountain  from  which  emanated  the  great  truths  or  principles 
which  were  the  foundation  of  both  the  ancient  and  modern  Church. 

Who  communicated  with  Jesus  and  his  deciples  on  the  holy  mount  ? 
Moses  and  Elias,  from  the  invisible  world.  Who  bestowed  upon  the 
Apostles  the  commission  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature  in  all 
tlie  world "?  He  that  had  passed  the  vale  of  death,  and  had  dwelt  in 
the  spirit  world,  yea, he  that  had  ascended  far  on  high, above  the  realms 
of  death,  and  far  beyond  all  principalities  and  powers  of  the  spirit 
world,  and  had  entcied,  and  been  crowned,  in  the  mansions  of  im- 
mortal flesh. 

Who  communicated  with  the  beloved  disciple  on  the  Isle  of  Patnios, 
and  revealed  those  sublime  truths  contained  in  his  prophetic  book  ? 
He  that  liveth  and  was  dead,  through  his  angel,  who  declared  to 
John,  "Behold,  I  am  thy  fellow  servant,  and  of  thy  brethren  the  Pro- 
phets, that  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus. 

Who  communicated  with  our  great  modern  Prophet,  and  re- 
vealed through  him  as  a  medium,  the  ancient  history  of  a  hem- 
isphere, and  the  records  of  the  ancient  dead?  Moroni,  who  had  lived 
upon  the  earth  fourteen  hundred  years  before.  Who  ordained  Joseph 
the  Prophet,  and  his  fellow  servant,  to  the  preparatory  Priesthood, 
to  baptize  for  the  remission  of  sins  V  John  the  Baptist,  wlit)  had  been 
beheaded !  Who  ordained  our  first  founders  of  the  Apostleship,  to 
hold  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  these  the  times  of  restoration? 
Peter,  James,  and  John,  from  the  eternal  world.  Who  histructod 
liim  in  the  mysteries  of  the  Kingdom,  and  in  all  things  pertaining  to 
Priesthood,  law,  philosophy,  sacred  architecture,  ordinances,  sealings, 
anointings,  baptisms  for  the  dead,  and  in  the  mysteries  of  the  first, 
second  and  third  lieavens,  many  of  which  are  unlawful  to  utter? 
Angles  and  spirits  from  the  eternal  worlds. 

Who  revealed  to  him  the  plan  of  redemption,  and  of  exaltation  for 
the  dead  who  had  died  without  the  (iosjiel  ?  and  the  keys  and  prepa- 
rations necessary  for  holy  and  perpetual  converse  with  Jesus  Christ, 


and  with  tlif  si)irit.s  of  just  men  made  })erfect,  and  with  the  general, 
assembly  and  Church  of  the  first-born,  in  the  hohj  of  holies'!!  Those 
from  the  dead ! 

Again — How  do  the  Saints  expect  the  necessary  information  by 
which  to  complete  the  minstrations  for  the  salvation  and  exaltation 
of  their  friends  w  ho  have  died  ? 

By  one  holding  the  keys  of  the  oracles  of  God,  as  a  medium  through 
which  the  living  can  hear  from  the  dead. 

Shall  ive,  then,  deny  the  principle,  the  philosophy,  the  fact,  of  com- 
munication between  worlds  ?     No  !  verily,  no  ! 

The  spiritual  philoso]ihy  of  the  present  age  was  introduced  to  the 
modern  w^orld  by  Joseph  Smith.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
abandoned  hiiu  to  martyrdom,- and  his  followers  to  fire  and  sword,^ 
and  i)luMder,  and  imprisonment,  and  final  banishment  to  these  far  off 
mountains  and  deserts,  simply  because  a  medium  of  communication 
with  the  invisilile  world  had  been  found,  whereby  the  living  couitl 
hear  from  the  dead.  No  sooner  had  the  people  and  nation,  thus 
guilty  of  innocent  blood,  completed  the  banishment  of  the  Saints  from 
their  midst,  than  they  began  to  adopt  some  of  the  same  princi])les  of 
spiritual  philosophy,  although  in  a  perverted  sense  ot  the  word. 

Editors,  statesmen,  philosoi)hers,  priests,  and  lawyers,  as  well  as 
the  common  people,  began  to  advocate  the  principle  of  converse  with 
the  dead,  by  visions,  divination,  clairvoyance,  knocking,  and  writing 
mediums,  &c.,  &c.  This  spiritual  philosophy  of  converse  with  the 
dead,  once  established,  by  labours,  toils,  sufferings,  and  martyrdom 
of  its  modern  founders  ;  and  now  embraced  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
learned  world,  shows  a  triumph  more  rapid  and  complete — a  victory 
more  extensive,  than  has  ever  been  achieved  in  the  same  length  of 
time  in  our  world. 

A  quarter  of  a  century  since,  an  obscure  boy  and  his  ossociates,  in 
the  western  wilds  of  New  York,  commenced  to  hold  converse  with 
the  dead.  Now,  vision,  new  revelation,  clairvoyance,  mediums, 
oracles,  &c.,  are  talked  of  and  advocated  as  far  as  the  modern  press 
extends  its  influence,  or  steam  its  powers  of  locomotion. 

An  important  point  is  gained,  a  victory  won,  and  a  countless  host 
of  opposing  powers  vanquished,  on  one  of  the  leading  or  fundamental 
truths  of  "  Mormon"  philosophy,  viz. — "  '/  hat  the  living  may  hear 
from  the  deady 

But,  notwithstanding  these  great  victories  of  truth  over  error,  ig- 
norance, and  superstition,  in  certain  points  of  spiritual  philosophy, 
yet  much  remains  to  be  done,  ere  pure,  uncontaminated  truth  will 
reign  triumphant,  and  darkness  and  error  surrender  their  last  strong- 
hold on  the  earth. 

The  fact  of  spiritual  communication  being  established,  by  which 
the  living  hear  from  the  dead,  being  no  longer  a  question  of  contro- 
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versy  with  tlie  well  iiifurnied,  we  drop  the  point,  and  call  attention  to 
the  means  of  discriminating,  or  judging  between  the  lawful  and  the 
unlawful  mediums  or  channels  of  communication — between  the  holy 
and  impure,  the  truths,  and  falshoocls,  thus  communicated. 

The  words  of  our  holy  Prophet  in  our  text,  while  they  admit  the 
principle  of  the  living  hearing  from  the  dead,  oi)enly  rebuke,  and 
sharply  reprove,  persons  for  seeking  to  those  who  have  familial- 
spirits,  and  to  wizards  that  peep  and  mutter  and  remind  us  that  a 
people  should  seek  unto  their  God  for  the  living  to  hear  from  the 
dead ! 

By  what  means  then  can  a  people  seek  unto  their  God  for  such  an 
important  blessing  as  to  hear  from  the  dead? 

And  how  shall  we  discriminate  between  those  who  seek  to  Him, 
and  those  who  seek  the  same  by  unlawful  means '? 

In  the  iirst  place,  no  person  can  successfully  seek  to  God  for  this 
privilege,  unless  they  believe  in  direct  revelation  in  modern  times. 

Secondly,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  seek  Ilini  successfully,  and  re- 
main in  our  sins.  A  thorough  repentance  and  reformation  of  life  is 
absolutely  necessary,  if  we  would  seek  to  Him. 

Thirdly,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  name  given  under  heaven,  as  a 
medium  through  which  to  approach  to  God.  None  then  can  be  law- 
ful mediums,  who  are  unbelievers  in  Jesus  Christ,  or  in  modern  re- 
velation; or  who  remain  in  their  sins ;  or  who  act  in  their  own  name, 
instead  of  the  name  appointed. 

And  moreover,  the  Lord  has  appointed  a  holy  priesthood  on  the 
earth,  and  in  the  heavens,  and  also  in  the  world  of  spirits;  which 
Priesthood  is  after  the  order  or  similitude  of  His  Son ;  and  has  com- 
mitted to  this  Priesthood  the  keys  of  holy  and  divine  revelation,  and 
of  correspondence,  or  communication  between  angels,  spirits,  and  men, 
and  between  all  the  holy  departments,  principalities^  and  powers,  of 
His  Government  in  all  worlds. 

And  again — The  Lord  has  ordained  that  all  the  most  holy  things 
pertaining  to  the  salvation  of  the  dead,  and  all  the  most  holy  con- 
versations and  correspondence  with  God,  angels,  and  spirits,  shall  be 
had  only  in  the  sanctuary  of  His  holy  Temple  on  the  earth,  when 
prepared  for  that  purpose  by  His  Saints ;  and  shall  be  received  and 
administered  by  those  who  are  ordained  and  sealed  unto  this  power, 
to  hold  the  keys  of  the  sacred  oracles  of  God. 

To  this  same  principle  the  Proj)hets  Isaiah  and  Micah  bear  testi- 
mony, saying,  that  in  the  last  days  all  nations  shall  go  up  to  the 
house  (or  Temple)  ot  the  Lord,  in  order  to  be  taught  in  His  ways, 
and  to  walk  in  His  paths;  tor  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  &c. 
Now  it  is  evident  that  the  people  of  all  nations  ii»  the  last  days  would 
be  utterly  unable  to  learn  the  ways  of  the  Lord  to  perfection,  in  any 
other  place  except  in  a  holy  Temple  erected   among  the  mountains. 
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For  if  tiie  of-aMes,  and  most  holy  oidiii;inces,  aaJ  the  keys  of  the 
iiiystcries, 'could  be  bad  elsewhere,  or  in  any  other  |>!acc,  lue  people 
would  never  take  tbe  paias  to  resort  to  one  Jionse  antidtlse  mountaiiis 
in  order  to  learii  of  His  ways,  and  to  walk  in  his  paths. 

It  is,  then,  a  matter  of  certainty,  according  to  the  things  revealed 
to  the  ancient  Prophets,  ajul  renewed  unto  us,  that  all  the  animal 
magnetic  phenomena,  all  the  trancesand  visions  of  clairvoyant  states, • 
all  the  phenomena  of  spiritual  knockings,  writing  mediums,  &c.,  are 
from  impure,  imlawful,  and  unholy  sources ;  and  that  those  holy  and 
chosen  vessels  which  hold  the  keys  of  Priesthood  in  this  world,  in  the 
spirit  world,  or  in  the  world  of  resurrected  beings,  stand  as  far  aloof 
Irom  all  these  improper  channe]s,  or  unholy  mediums,  or  spiritual 
communicntions,  as  tbe  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  or  as  tbe 
mysteries  of  the  third  heaven,  which  are  unlawful  to  utter,  difTer  from 
the  jargon  of  sectarian  ignorance  and  folly,  or  the  divinations  of  foul 
s[)irits,  and  abandoned  wizards,  nmgicrmongers,  jugglers,  and  fortune 
tellers. 

Ye  Latter-day  Saints  !  Ye  thousands  of  the  hosts  of  Israe*  1  Ye 
are  assembled  here  to-day,  and  have  laid  these  Corner  Stones,  for  the 
express  purpose  that  the  living  might  hear  from  the  dead,  and  that 
v,'e  may  prepare  a  holy  sanctuary,  v»'here  "  the  people  may  seek  unto 
their  God,  .or  the  living  to  hear  from  the  dead,''  and  that  heaven 
and  earth,  and  the  vvorld  of  spirits,  may  commune  together— that  the 
kings,  nobles,  presidents,  rulers,  judges,  priests,  councillors,  and  se- 
nators, which  compose  the  general  assembly  of  the  Church  of  the 
first  born  in  all  these  different  spheres  of  temporial  and  spiritual  ex- 
istence, may  sit  in  grand  Council,  and  hold  a  Congress  or  court  on 
the  earth,  to  concert  measures  for  the  overthrow  of  the  "  mystery  of 
iniquity,''  the  thrones  of  tyrants,  the  sanctuaries  of  priestcraft  and 
superstition,  and  the  reign  of  ignorance,  sin,  and  death. 

^  Sainis  !  These  victories  will  be  achieved,  and  Jesus  Christ  arid 
his  Saints  will  subdue  all  opposing  powers,  and  attain  to  universal 
empire  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  as  sure  as  innocent  blood  was  ever 
shed  on  Mount  Calvary,  or  the  official  seal  broken  on  the  door  of  the 
tomb  of 'the  Son  of  God.  This  day's  work,  in  laying  these  Corner 
Stones  for  a  Temple,  amid  the  mountains,  is  one  advancing  step  in 
the  progress  of  the  necessary  preparations  for  these  mighty  revolu- 
tions. 

Let  Zion  complete  this  Temple,  let  it  be  dedicated  to,  and  accepted 
by,  the  Almighty ;  let  it  be  preserved  in  holiness  according  to  the 
laws  ol  the  holy  Priesthood,  and  Zion  shall  not  want  for  a  man  to 
stand  before  the  Lord,  and  to  receive  the  oracles,  and  administer  in 
Mis  holy  sanctuary,  and  to  administer  the  keys  of  His  government 

VVhile  sun,  or  moon,  or  stars  shall  shiue. 
( )r  T>r;poipaiities  endure. 


ir  the  Saiiits  Jic'comjslisli  $he:-e  tilings,  and  I'aii  nut  to  keep  the 
eonmiaudments  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  counsels  of  his  servants,  the 
kingdoms  of  the  workl  shall  never  prevail  against  thei|i  from  this  time 
forth  and  for  ever. 

But  remember,  0  ye  Saints  of  the  Most  High  !  reviemher^  that  the 
enemv  is  on  the  alert.  That  old  serpant  and  his  angels,  who  have 
ruled  this  lower  wo'-ld,  with  few  exceptions,  for  so  many  ages,  will 
not  tamely,  and  without  a  struggle,  submit  to  have  the  kingdom,  and 
seat  of  government,  and  sanctuary  of  our  God,  again  erected  on  our 
planet,  no  more  to  be  thrown  down  or  subdued,  till  every  square 
yard  of  the  vast  dominion  shall  be  re-conquered  by  its  rightful 
owners.  No  I  From  the  moment  the  ground  was  broken  for  this 
Temple,  those  inspired  by  him  (Satan)  have  commenced  lo  rage;  and 
he  will  continue  to  stir  up  his  servants  to  anger  against  that  which 
is  good,  but,  if  we  are  faithful,  the  victory  is  ours,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.     Amen. — M.  titar. 


REVEALED  RELIGION. 

BY  E.  W.  TULL1D©E. 

There  is  no  subject,  perhaps,  more  thoroughly  misapprehended  than  "Re- 
vealed Religion."  Its  nature  is  very  faintly,  and  oftimes  very  erroneously, 
conceived.  The  general  notions  concerning  it  amount  to  this — that  it  is  not 
altogether  adapted  to  man  in  this  world,  but  is  more  applicable  to  his  state 
in  another.  IMen  have  always  looked  upon  it  with  a  jealous  eye,  as  though 
it  would  bring  them  into  bondage.  Instead  of  its  being  interwoven  with  the 
very  life  of  society,  and  circumscribing  every  movement  ot  the  world,  it  has 
been  subordin;ite  in  the  greatest  degree,  nor  can  men  think  of  allowing  the 
Universal  King  more  than  tlie  tribute  of  a  few  formal  ceremonies. 
-  Religion,  as  it  has  existed  among  the  nations,  is  foreign  and  unnatural, 
and  consequently  altogether  impotent  in  leading  the  human  family  to  exal- 
tation and  eternal  happiness.  Its  ordinances  are  capricious,  and  its  character 
is  common-place  and  degrading.  To  embrace  it,  we  have  to  bend,  rather 
than  elevate  ourselves  in  the  scale  of  b^ng,  for,  with  all  the  profession  of 
Christian  nations,  the  most  which  they  have  possessed  througli  a  long  night 
of  spiritual  darkness  is,  faith  in  the  inspired  records  of  former  ages.  With- 
out the  Spirit  which  dictated  the  ancient  Prophets,  men  have  established 
systems  by  the-ir  own  wisdom,  and,  therefore,  their  most  perfect  schemes 
have  been  powerless  to  effect  the  salvation  of  man. 

In  treating  of  "  Revealed  Religion,"  I  would  have  it  understood  in  its 
legitimate  sense,  and  not  as  a  loose,  undefined  thing.  We  cannot  with  pro- 
priety apply  the  term  "  Revealed  "  to  any  Religion  which  does  not  admit  of 
immediate  and  continued  revelation.  "  Revealed  Religion  "  is  essentially 
connected  with  theocratical  institutions,  in  fact  it  is  a  Divine  government 
expressed  by  a  synonymous  term  ;  and  no  people  can  be  said  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  it  unless  they  are  living  directly  under  a  Theocracy.  To  imagine 
that  havinff  a  few   books   written   bv   men   who  have  lived  under  such  a 
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government,  will  constitute  us  its  subjects  ecjually  witl»  llicm,  is  ecjuivajent 
to  thinking  that  by  reading  the  history  of  Greece  we  sliall  become  Greeks. 

Men  have  fallen  into  a  great  error  in  treating  religion  as  an  abstract  spe- 
culation, and  making  it  evaporate  in  a  few  prayers  and  absurd  ceremonies, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  real  and  practical  government.  Its  aim  and  scope  are  to 
solve  the  social  problem,  and  define  the  relation  of  man  to  man,  and  of  man 
to  God;  to  give  the  main  motives  of  all  actions,  and  to  be  the  teacher  of 
Art,  Science,  and  Philosophy ;  in  short,  it  is  a  Theocracy,  which,  viewed 
from  what  point  you  will,  reveals  its  Divine  source. 

God,  as  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  the  Author  of  our  existence,  has  an 
unquestionable  right  to  be  acknowledged  the  Universal  King.  That  man 
should  be  under  His  authority  absolutely,  is  natural,  consistent  and  just. 
It  is  natural,  because  He  is  the  Great  Father  of  the  human  family  ;  to  Him 
we  sustain  a  relation  of  a  far  more  exalted  character  than  to  our  earthly 
parents.  It  is  consistent,  because  His  power,  wisdom,  and  love,  are  infinite; 
and  His  majesty  is  declared  by  all  His  works  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
our  best  and  wisest  rulers  are  altogether  incapable  of  governing  the  world 
in  righteousness.  To  define  the  rights  of  all,  and  to  deal  out  to  them  im- 
partially, according  to  their  deserts  :  to  satisfy  infinite  wants  and  aspirations 
of  the  mind,  and  guide  mankind  to  exaltation  and  eternal  happiness,  is  a 
task  more  than  human.  Our  sublimest  efforts  are  immeasurably  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  stupendous  undertaking  of  a  world's  government.  Besides, 
tlie  wicked  oftimes  reign,  and  the  people  mourn  because  thereof.  Ever  and 
anon  society  is  torn  piecemeal  by  the  ambitions  and  jealousies  of  its  leaders. 
Then  the  earth  groans  under  the  burthen  of  her  slain,  and  sickens  at  the 
rivers  of  blood  forced  upon  her  to  drink  by  the  crimes  of  men  in  authority. 
It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  the  innocent  and  virtuous  to  be  oppressed, 
and  forced  to  live  and  die  in  wretchedness  and  want ;  nor  is  it  uncommon 
for  the  crafty  and  vile  to  sit  in  the  councils  of  the  nations,  and  revel  in  the 
luxuries  of  the  earth.  Therefore,  a  Divine  government  is  the  greatest 
blessing  which  the  human  family  could  enjoy. 

It  is  just,  because  all  things  come  from  God — by  Him  were  they  created, 
and  by  Him  are  they  upheld.  The  earth,  and  the  fulness  thereof,  are  the 
Lord's  ;  and  none  can  legally  hold  it,  only  in  right  of  stewardship.  All  that 
we  are  or  have,  is  dependent  on  His  power  or  benevolence,  therefore  it  is 
just  He  should  be  the  moral  governor  of  all.  It  is  also  just  to  mankind, 
inasmuch  as  the  blessings  of  this  life  are  not  righteously  divided.  Thousands 
are  sent  by  want  to  an  untimely  grave,  virtue  is  seldom  rewarded,  and  hu- 
man institutions  are  utterly  incapable  of  satisfying  the  cravings  of  the  im- 
mortal soul.  These  things  all  prove  that  a  divine  government  alone  is  ap- 
plicable to  man. 

Herein  consists  sin — that  men  have  departed  from  the  government  of 
God  !  Not  only  is  it  sin  in  the  abstract,  but  it  is  also  sin  in  its  consequences. 
It  is  sin  in  the  abstract — because  we  usurp  the  authority  of  God.  It  is  sin 
in  its  consequences — inasmuch  as  the  departing  from  Him,  we  leave  the 
source  of  intelligence,  purity,  and  exaltation.  Every  step  which  the  world 
makes  from  theocratical  institutions,  is  one  towards  degradation,  misery,  and 
death.  To  assert  that  "  these  things  are  no  longer  needed,"  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  the  wisdom  of  man  is  greater  than  that  of  God.  It  is  an  in- 
fallible sign  of  the  darkness  of  the  world,  and  of  its  fall  from  virtue  and  true 
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religion.  Tliese  things  will  always  be  neetled,  both  in  this  state  and  that 
which  is  to  coine.  , 

It  is  one  of  the  most  absurd  and  degrading  notions  imaginable,  to  think 
that  "Revealed  Religion  "  is  an  institution  of  unnatural  things,  or  that  mi- 
racles and  revelation  were  given  only  to  establish  the  mission  of  Christ,  and 
to  make  men  believe  in  his  teachings.  In  fact,  the  very  spirit  of  Christian- 
ity is  Divine  government,  and  without  it  there  is  no  Christianity.  A  theo- 
cracy is  the  most  natural  system  which  the  mind  of  man  can  conceive,  and 
instead  of  wondering  that  it  ever  existed,  we  ought  rather  to  wonder  that  it 
is  not  universal. 

What  is  more  natural  than  that  He  who  rules  the  day  and  night,  upholds 
th-  planets,  and  directs  their  revolutions,  who  created  man,  and  still  must 
nourish  the  lite  which  He  gave — what  is  more  natural  than  tliat  He  should 
govern  us. 

There  is  another  absurd  notion  which  obtains  room  in  the  minds  of  many, 
namely,  that  God,  in  the  of  act  creation,  administered  once  for  all  acjes — that 
He  made  tilings  perfect,  and  endowed  man  with  reason  by  which  he  might 
discover  their  laws,  and  obey  them,  at  the  same  time  affixing  a  penalty  to 
disobedience.  This  notion  may  be  stated  in  plain  language  thus — God 
l)aving  set  the  world  a-going,  left  it  to  get  on  as  best  it  might.  And  the 
ideas  of  the  religious  sects  amount  to  much  the  same  thing.  True,  they 
allow  the  consistency  of  His  interfering  a  few  other  times,  but  no  more. 
Now  the  faith  of  the  ancient  heathens  is  cartainly  far  preferable  to  the  faith 
of  the  moderns.  Although  the  gods  of  the  heathens  were  considered  capri- 
cious and  defective,  it  was  believed  that  they  had  some  love  for  man,  and 
took  an  immediate  interest  in  his  welfare.  But  the  God  of  the  moderns  is 
believd  to  have  no  such  weakness,  it  is  supposed  to  be  enough  that  He  made 
men,  and  will  hold  them  accountable  for  their  actions. 

Admit  the  existence  of  a  God,  and  the  right  and  consistency  of  a  theocracy 
is  established.  Without  Divine  government,  we  live  as  though  there  were 
no  God.  This  is  obviously  true,  that  an  illustration  of  it  may  be  found  in 
every  nation  and  every  sect.  Take  the  Christian  nations,  for  instance,  and 
there  we  find  that  God  has  no  more  to  do  with  the  government  of  the  people, 
than  as  though  he  did  not  exist ;  or  if  we  view  them  in  their  religious  cha- 
racter, it  is  no  less  true  ;  their  faith  is  at  most  only  a  negative  one,  nor  are 
they  subject  to  His  authority,  any  more  than  the  unbeliever.  In  the  pulpit, 
or  among  the  flock,  in  the  senate,  or  at  the  bar,  in  the  life  of  a  philosopher, 
or  in  the  life  of  a  working  man,  the  characteristic  is  practical  Atheism.  Yet 
with  all  this,  how  every  one  acknowledges  how  necessary  for  the  hapiness  of 
the  world,  are  correct  teachings  and  exalted  truths.  Herein  is  the  superiority 
of  civilization  to  barbarism,  that  it  fosters  wiser  teachers,  and  reveals  greater 
truths.  Now  this,  I  apprehend  to  be  the  chief  end  of  a  theocracy.  Who 
so  wise  a  teacher  as  God,  or  who  so  qualified  for  the  revealing  of  great 
truths?  Who  so  good  a  King,  or  so  capable  of  exalting  His  kingdom  ?  I  say, 
again,  that  a  Divine  government  is  the  most  natural,  and  our  wonder  ougiit 
to  be  that  it  is  not  universal.  The  cause  of  the  present  unnatural  state  of 
society  is  given  in  the  following  striking  language  of  Jeremiah — "Be  astonish- 
ed, O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid ;  be  ye  very  desolate,  saith 
the  Lord.     For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils ;  they  have  forsaken 
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ine,  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  them  out  eiserns,  broken  cisterns 
that  can  hold  no  water." 

To  bring  the  world  again  under  the  absolute  dominion  of  its  Creator,  has 
been  the  design  and  end  of  every  dispensation  of  God  to  man.  .  For  this  the 
Propliets  and  holy  men  have  preached  repentance  unto  their  apostate  race, 
for  this  they  suffered  and  laid  down  their  lives,  for  tliis  the  Son  of  God  left 
ti.e  courts  and  glory  of  his  father ;  and  this  is  redemption. 

That  all  things  will  be  restored  unto  the  government  of  God,  is  a  point 
clearly  stated  in  the  inspired  records  ;  in  fact,  it  was  the  great  theme  on 
which  the  ancient  Saints  delighted  to  dwell.  The  apostle  Peter  informs  us, 
that  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things  had  been  spoken  by  all  God's  holy 
Prophets  since  the  world  began.  Jesus  instructed  his  disciples  to  pray  that 
the  kingdom  of  his  father  might  come,  and  His  will  be  done  on  the  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven.  The  great  object  of  the  mission  of  Christ,  was  to  subdue  all  things 
unto  God;  and  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the 
Son  also  be  subject  unto  Him,  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may 
be  all  in  all. — M.  Star. 


THE  "CHRISTIAN  HERALD"  WEIGHED  IN  THE  BALAN- 
CES OF  SACRED  TRUTH  AND  REASON,  AND  FOUND 

WANTING. 

Three  articles  have  appeared  in  the  above  named  periodical  on  the  funda- 
mental principals  of  revealed  religion,  namely,  the  person  and  character  of 
God.  These  articles  have  controverted  the  views  held  by  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  although  that  church  as  not  been  referred 
to  by  name ;  and  have  doubtless  been  written  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 
insiduouslv  counteracting  the  influence  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Saints  is 
producing  amongst  the  thinking  (the  unthinking  are  only  moved  by  either 
priests  or  passions)  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  hold  that  God  our  Father  in  heaven  is  a  personage 
of  tabernacle,  and  that  His  character,  which  is  a  "fulness  of  wisdom,  know- 
ledo-e,  truth,  goodness,  and  love,"  is  communicable,  and  that  wherever  these 
are*there  God  is  in  all  His  glory,  power,  and  majesty. 

The  first  of  these  articles  appeared  on  March  the  3rd,  headed  "The  self 
existence  of  God  ;  "  the  second,  on  March  10th,  headed  "  The  hidings  of 
Deity  ;  "  the  third,  on  May  12th,  headed  the  "  Image  of  God." 

We  shall  first  exhibit  some  of  the  inconsistancies  and  contradictions  con- 
tained in  said  articles,  and  then  proceed  to  establish  the  views  held  by  the 
Saints  on  this  all  important  subject.  In  pursuing  this  investisration  we  shall 
be  o-uided  strictly  by  the  following  plain  and  positive  law  laid  down  in  first 
of  said  articles  : — 

"  Reason  may  be  as  lofty  and  inquisitive  as  she  will  whilst  investigating 
the  evidences  of  revelation  ;  but  the  moment  she  has  formed  her  decision, 
and  that  decision  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God,  she  is  absolutely  hound 
to  change  her  attitude  and  to  receive  with  the  greatest  submission  whatever 
is  tauo-ht,  whether  it  be  beyond  her  comprehension  or  not." 

"  Nothing  can  be  known  of  Him  (God)  but  what  he  has  been  pleased  to 
reveal." 
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After  laying  down  this  law,  to  which  no  rational  mind  can  demur,  should 
we  not  naturaly  expect  that  the  Christian  Herald  would,  in  its  investigation  of 
God,  be  strictly  guided  by  the  same  ;  and  would  not  any  deviation  therefrom 
on  its  part  be  esteemed  as  a  want  of  wisdom  and  consistency,  but  if  it  should 
entirely  lay  aside  this  law,  and  adopt  another,  and  that  an  opposite  one 
to  the  first,  will  not  its  inconsistency  appear  most  glaring  ;  and  must  not  its 
assumption  to  be  a  medium  for  disseminating  saving  truths  be  monsterous  ; 
and  must  not  its  professed  reception  of  the  Bible  as  the  only  rule  of  faith,  be 
worse  than  imposition  ;  must  it  not  be  rank  hypocracy.  Lamentable  must 
be  the  state  of  mind  of  an  individual  who  could  do  this  ;  deplorable  nmst  be 
the  moral  sensibility  of  a  body  of  educated  clergy,  who  in  solemn  conclave  en- 
dorse it,  as  did  the  Synod  of  Australia,  by  recording  a  vote  ot  thanks  to  the 
Rev.  James  Coutts,  Editor  of  the  said  journal.  Akhougli  such  conduct  may 
appear  almost  incredible,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  same  writer  who  laid 
down  the  first  law  in  the  very  same  article,  and  on  the  very  next  pao-e, 
makes  the  following  statement : — 

"  When  w-e  would  furnish  our  minds  with  some  idea  of  God,  we  must 
throw  ourselves  into  the  fields  of  creation,"  (not  revelation)  "and  search 
after  His  footprints  in  the  things  which  he  has  made."  (NOT  IN  THE 
BIBLE.) 

In  the  same  article  it  is  stated,  that  "the  universe  can  afford  us  no  like- 
ness of  its  author,"  and  in  the  third,  that  "the  image  of  God  can  only  be 
found  in  His  (man's)  soul  the  seat  of  his  moral  faculties."  We  would  ask 
the  Editor,  is  not  man  his  soul  and  moral  faculties  in  the  universe  ;  and 
whether  is  one  or  both  of  these  statements  false. 

In  the  second  article  it  is  stated,  that  God  demands  homage,  "  not  so  much 
by  what  he  revealed  as  by  what  revelation  He  proclaimed  obscure;"  "it  is 
probably  essential  to  the  very  nature  of  God  that  he  should  hide  hi.nself !" 
"The  God  of  Israel  must  be  a  God  that  hideth  himself ;"  "He  (God)  hideth 
himself  even  where  He  revealeth  himself." 

Who  ever  before  published  such  nonsense,  a  person  revealing  something 
by  hiding  it,  a  person  demanding  respect  and  concealing  the  ground 
on  which  that  respect  was  claimed  ;  whoever  heard  of  a  person  giving  in- 
struction by  keeping  it  back  ;  imparting  knowledge  by  withholding  it.  This 
ignoront  jargon  is  only  equalled  by  the  following: — "If  we  could  compre- 
hend God  we  would  not  worship  him."  Does  the  comprehension  of  sov- 
ereign necessarily  lead  to  disloyalty  ;  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  more  thoroughly 
a  child  comprehends  its  father,  the  more  ready  it  is  to  yield  obediL-nce  ;  did 
not  Jesus  Christ  comprehend  His  and  our  father  in  heaven,  and  who  equalled 
Him  in  honouring  the  father,  who  so  devoted  to  obedience.  Listen  to  him, 
"  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now,  for  thus  it  becomcth  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness  ; 
I  have  bread  to  cat  that  ye  know  nothing  oft";  My  meat  <md  my  drink 
is  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  me  ;  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done  ;  It 
cannot  be  said  that  He  did  not  pray  to  the  father;  did  he  not  say,  if  I  ask 
my  father.  He  will  give  me  a  legion  of  angels  ;"  did  not  He  also  pray  for 
His  desciples,  and  all  that  should  believe  on  Him  tlirough  them  ;  and  is  he 
not  the  mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  \vit!i  whom  does  he  mediate,  is  it 
not    with  the  Father  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  men. 

This  class  of  writers  are  ever  ready  to  cite  tlie  statement  of  Job  in  the  37 
chap,  and  23  verse,  "Touching  the  Almighty  wp  cannot  find  him  ou(."  TIus 
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is  tlie  language  of  the  Christian  Herald,  and  of  all  sectarian  Christendom, 
and  how  applicable  to  them  as  to  Job  the  keen  rebuke,  administered  by  th  e 
Lord  immediately  following  this  declaration,  "  Then  the  Lord  answered  Job 
out  of  the  whirlwind  and  said,  who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counsel  hy  words 
without  knowledge  ;  gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man  for  I  will  demand  of 
thee,  and  answer  thou  me  !"  Job  28  ;  1,2,  3,  and  what  a  check  they  may 
find  to  their  vain  philosophy,  in  the  following  humble  and  contrite  confes- 
sion, "Then  Job  answered  the  Lord  and  said,  I  know  thou  canst  do  every- 
thing, and  tliat  no  thought  can  be  withholden  from  thee  ;  who  is  he  thathideth 
counsel  without  knowledge  9  therefore  have  I  uttered  that  I  understood 
not ;  things  too  wonderful  for  me,  which  I  knew  not ;  I  have  heard  of  thee 
by  the  hearing  ofthe  ear,  but  now  MINE  EYE  SEETH  THEE  ;  wherefore 
I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.     Job  42  ;  1,  2,  4,  5,  6. 

If  the  statement  ofthe  Hera'd  be  true  not  a  soul  of  Adam's  posterity  can 
be  saved,  salvation  and  eternal  life  are  synonymous  ;  the  Saviour  said,  this  is 
eternal  life  to  know  God  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  He  also  said  that  the 
pure  in  heart  should  see  God. 

This  awful  condition  of  people  and  priests  has  been  forcibly  depicted  by 
Isaiah  in  the  24  chapter,  1,  2,  "  Behold  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty, 
and  maketh  it  waste,  and  turneth  it  upside  down,  and  scattereth  abroad  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  as  with  the  people  so  with  the  priests  ;  as 
with  the  servant  so  wdth  the  master  :  as  with  the  maid  so  with  her  mistress  ; 
as  with  the  buyer  so  with  the  seller  ;  as  with  the  lender  so  with  the  borrower  ; 
as  with  the  taker  of  usuary  so  with  the  giver  of  usuary  vmto  him."  In  the 
5th  verse  the  reason  of  this  state  of  things  is  assigned  in  the  following  words, 
"  They  have  transgressed  the  law,  changed  the  ordinances,  and  broken  the 
everlasting  covenant,"  for  this  cause  they  have  lost  the  spirit  by  which  the 
scriptures  were  dictated ;  the  which  spirit  was  to  lead  into  all  truth,  being 
destitute  of  this  spirit,  and  having  itching  ears,  they  have  heaped  to  them- 
selves teachers  who  teach  for  hire  and  divine  for  money.  For  this  cause 
darkness  covei's  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  minds  of  the  people, 
therefore  the  Lord  hath  decreed  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  burned, 
and  few  men  left.     O  awake  ye  that  slumber,  awake. 

CTo  be  Continued.  J 


THE  CRIMEA. 

Casualities  to  the  Brethren — Baptisms — Interest  in  the  Work,  S^c. 

Camp,  Inkermann,  2  miles  from  Sebastopol,  Dec.  21,  1854, 

Dear  Brother  Richards — Your  kind  and  welcome  letter  came  safe  to  hand, 
after  having  been  lost  and  found  again  near  Balaklava  by  a  seamen,  who 
kindly  brought  it  to  the  49th  regiment.  For  the  counsel  you  so  kindly  sent 
we  return  you  our  grateful  thanks,  as  it  was  much  required  by  every  one  of 
us. 

Since  last  I  wrote  to  you,  we  have  had  to  pass  through  many  trying  and 
dreadfid  scenes.  The  2nd  Division,  to  which  most  of  this  Branch  of  the 
Church  belongs,  has  been  in  three  general  engagements,  and  in  the  last  the 
brethren  suffered  severely,  one — Priest  Patrick  Brodle,  was  killed  ;  he 
fought  as  every  soldier  should — in  the  love  and  fear  of  God,  and  I  feel  to 
say,  great  will  be  his  reward.      Elder  McLean  was    wounded    in    the    arm, 


which  only  kept  him  from  his  duty  four  days.  Three  of  the  brethren  were 
wounded — two  slightly,  the  other  brother — Peter  Hay,  has  lost  his  right 
arm,  and  he  will  have  to  return  to  England.  I  have  written  to  Elder  Gil- 
bert, at  Chatham,  so  that  he  may  be  received  when  he  arrives  there,  as  he 
had  no  certificate  with  him,  on  account  of  my  not  being  able  to  see  him. 

We  all  feel  the  solemnity  of  our  present  position,  and  let  what  may  come 
we  feel  to  say,  Thy  will  be  done,  O  Lord. 

No  one,  but  those  who  have  been  in  similar  situations  to  what  we  have, 
can  form  any  idea  of  the  hon-ors  of  the  field  of  battle.  God  grant  the  time 
may  not  be  far  distant  when  we  may  be  released  from  such  scenes. 

One  only  have  we  baptized  since  I  wrote  last,  but  I  have  the  pleasing 
news  to  say,  that  many  would  be  baptised  if  we  had  time  and  opportunity. 
Some  who  departed  in  the  late  engagements  died  believing  the  latter-day 
work.  At  the  present  time  we  can  do  but  little,  as  we  cannot  hold  a  meet- 
ing to  preach,  but  we  converse  with  many  when  we  have  an  opportunity, 
which  has  done  much  good. 

Elders  Ross  and  Higgins,  and  Teacher  AV.  Walker,  have  been  very  sickly 
of  late.  Their  faith  is  good,  and  I  hope  they  will  soon  be  well  again.  The 
remainder  of  the  brethren  are  doing  well.  As  for  myself,  God  has  been 
good,  kind,  and  merciful  to  me,  for  which  my  heart  bounds  with  love  towards 
Him. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  being  on  out-lying  picket,  "  Mormonism"  was 
brought  forward,  and  seeing  an  opportunity,  I  rose  and  testified  to  the  work. 
The  Spirit  of  God  was  with  me,  and  I  brought  before  those  that  would 
listen  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel.  When  I  sat  down,  Satan  sent  his 
imps  to  play,  and  from  the  mouth  of  one  there  came  nothing  but  swearing 
and  cursing  at  God's  holy  word  and  his  servants.  I  told  him  that  God  made 
him,  and  had  protected  him  so  far,  but  if  he  tempted  the  Lord,  His  wrath 
would  come  on  him  before  long.  He  kept  on  for  some  time.  At  two  o'clock 
the  next  day  this  man  was  dead. 

Elder  Higgins  has  sent  for  me.  I  hear  that  he  is  very  bad.  Please  to 
excuse  this  scrawl.     I  will  write  again  first  opportunity. 

Yours  in  the  everlasting  Covenant, 
From  the  M.  Star.  Henry  Russell. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JAMES  WARBY,  FORMERLY 
OF  THE  WILLIAMS  RIVER   BRANCH. 

San  Bernardino,  Aug.  28th,  1854 
Dear  Father  and  Mother, — I  feel  it  a  great  pleasure  to  write  to   you   to 
let  you  know  that  we  are  all  well,  and  in  good  health  at  present,  for  which 
I  feel  to  thank  God. 

My  Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  I  feel  somewhat  like  giving  you  my  testi- 
mony to  this  work,  and  that  is,  that  Mormonism  is  true,  and  that  it  is  the 
work  of  the  Lord  in  these  last  days,  and  blessed  is  he  that  obeyeth  it,  and 
lives  up  to  it,  and  he  that  doeth  it  not  will  be  danmed,  lor  the  Lord  has  said 
so,  and  there  is  no  two  ways  about  it. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  like  this  country  very  much  ;  I  have 
been  harvesting  and  have  earned  as  nuich  wheat  as    will  serve    us    for    12 
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months,  so  that  we  shall  not  want  for  breaJ  ;    1  have  bought  an  aliutmeiit  of" 
one  acre  in  the  Township,  to  build  me  a  house  and  make  a  garden. 

The  produce  that  is  raised  here  is  wheat,  barley,  maize  and  loads  of 
garden  stuff  of  all  kinds  ;  we  are  also  raising  all  kinds  of  fruit,  we  have  a 
few  fruit  trees  and  grape  vines  of  different  kinds,  this  is  a  very  fruitful  place. 

I  never  saw  one  in  this  place  that  wished  to  be  back,  I  would  not  come 
back  for  all  Ne-v  South  Wales.  My  advice  to  all  who  wish  to  serve  the 
Lord  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  is  to  obey  His  commandments,  and  gather  with 
his  people  before  it  is  too  late,  for  the  Lord  is  about  to  accomplish  His 
work,  that  is  to  gather  His  people  together  in  one,  remember  that  tlie  Lord 
has  said,  that  He  would  gather  the  wheat  into  thegardner,  and  that  he  would 
bind  the  tares  in  bundles  to  be  burned. 

My  dear  friend  cannot  you  see  that  the  Lord  is  gathering  His  people, 
those  who  will  serve  Him  from  tlie  midst  of  you,  and  from  all  parts  of  the 
earth  to  a  place  of  refuge,  whilst  the  wicked  suffer  the  wrath  of  an  Almighty 
God. 

My  dear  friends  these  words  are  true  and  faithful,  whether  you  believe 
them  or  not,  I  should  like  to  hear  that  my  father  had  obeyed  the  Gospel, 
if  you  have  not  done  so,  I  would  beg  of  you  to  seek  unto  the  Lord  for  sal- 
vation before  it  is  too  late  and  gather  to  Zion,  wherever  it  may  be,  my  testi- 
mony is  that,  this  is  the  place  that  the  Lord  has  appointed  for  the  gathering 
of  his  people. 

To  James  Warbv,  Your  affectionate  Son, 

JAMES  WARBY. 


EDITORIAL  AND  GENERAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  wwk  througbout  tliese  Colonies  is  progressing  more  than  for  some  time  past ;  baptisms  taking 
place  in  the  respective  conferences. 

We  have  received  a  iiur.ber  of  "  Millenial  Stars  "'  through  the  post,  they  contain  accounts  of  the 
state  of  the  work  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  on  the  (kmtinent.  We  extract  the  following  from  the 
letter  of  Elder  Findley,  of  the  Hindostan  Mission,  dated  Belgaum,  Oct.  22,  1854. 

Tresident  Kichards,  -Beloved  Brother,  my  last  to  you  intimated  that  I  had  obtaiii-d  permission  to 
reside,  preach  &c.,  in  tliis  cantonment,  and  that  a  few  had  been  baptized,  and  many  more  were  inter- 
esting themselves  in  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

It  soon  got  blazed  abi'oad  that  we  were  likely  to  do  some  good,  and  our  common  enomy,  true  to  his 
general  policy  in  the  east,  had  it  on  the  wing,  that  the  people,  soldiers  and  all,  were  about  to  become 
"  Mormons"  and  be  off  to  the  Salt  Lake  ;  and  as  might  be  expected  where  the  tactics  of  _  war  are_  the 
order  of  the  day,  a  party  rose  to  arms  to  barricade  the  64ith,  against  further  •'  Mormon"  invitations, 
which  has  proved  as  yet  somewliat  effectual ;  the  first  move  was  for  some  one  of  the  would  be  "  cun- 
ning ones,"  to  find  out  really  who  had  been  baptized  ;  and  finding  a  victim  in  the  person  of  brother 
(leorge  Gordon,  assistant  school-master,  he  was,  as  I  am  informed,  dragged  before  his  commanding 
officer,  accused  of  the  notorious  crime  of  having  renounced  Protestantism,  for  which,  without  the 
pretence  of  another  charge  against  him,  he  was  deprived  of  his  situation,  and  turned  back  to  the 
ranks  as  a  private,  with  tlie  additional  stigma  hung  to  his  character,  that  his  t  vldtnce  sho\ild  not 
thence  forth  be  taken  in  any  Court  Martial. 

Possibly  you  may  be  disposed  to  censure  the  introduction  here  of  "  inquisitor,"  but  hold  on  my 
brother,  you  will  at  once  perceive  the  epithet  to  bo  most  appropriate,  when  I  inform  you  that  brother 
George  Gordon's  bible,  which  lay  in  the  school-room,  and  which  he  was  accustomed  to  read  after  school 
hours,  at  the  same  time  penciling  any  impressive  portion  for  future  reference,  was  taken  to  the 
orderly  room  and  passed  througli  the  Adjutant  to  this  court  for  examination  ;  and  that  an  order  was 
issued  from  the  same  place,  to  gather  up  all  "  Mormon"  books  and  tracts,  (whether  public  or  private 
property,)  found  in  the  barracks,  and  to  have  them  burned  by  the  meanest  native  menial. 

From  the  general  intelligence  is  manifest,  that  tlie  Lord  is  with  His  servant,  sustaining  and  bles- 
sing them  with  signs  following,  and  that,  whilst  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  dosing  tlieir  eyes  through 
the  blindness  of  unbelief,  He  is  performing  his  "  marvelous  work  and  a  wonder,"  bringing  into  the  gos- 
pel, and  gathering  out  from  the  nations  the  honest  hearted  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  He  shall 
have  gatiicred  His  elect  from  the  fonr  winds  of  heaven,  and  placed  them  in  a  place  of  safety,  that  they 
may  li  arn  "f  His  way,  and  walk  in  His  path  to  glory,  honour,  and  exaltation. 
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SECOND  EPISTLE  OF  THE  PRESIDENCY  OF  THE   AUSTRA- 
LASIAN MISSION. 

To  the  Saints  and  Inhabitants  of  Atistralasia. — Greeting. 

Beloved  Brethren  and  sisters,  the  times  in  which  we  live  are  big 
with  events,  more  so  than  any  past  age  of  the  world,  and  there  is  no  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  or  people  that  is  not  in  some  degree  affected  by  these  events. 
A  restless,  anxious,  and  disquiet  spirit  is  possessed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth.  These  dire  forbodings  not  only  disturb  their  slumbers  in  the 
night,  but  also  deranges  and  perplexes  and  embarrasses  their  proceedings  in 
the  day  ;  and  they  anxiously  enquire,  what  will  come  next  ?  How  will  these 
things  terminate  ?  What  is  going  to  become  of  the  world  ?  So  influenced 
are  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  by  this  eventful  period,  that  dread  and  ter- 
ror fills  their  hearts,  and  the  hearts  of  the  great  and  noble  ;  of  the  humble  and 
poor  ;  of  kings  and  potentates,  are  quailing  within  them  in  fear  of  that  which 
is  coming  upon  the  earth  ;  especially  amongst  the  most  civilized  nations 
thereof. 

What  is  the  cause  of  this  disquietude,  anxiety,  and  embarressment,  and 
is  there  no  remedy  for  it  ?  Why  should  it  be  thus  withchristian  nations,  if 
they  are  the  nations  or  people  of  God.  It  was  not  so  in  ancient  times  with 
God's  people,  when  they  were  faithful  to  his  commandments,  at  such  times 
they  had  the  prophet  of  God  to  give  unto  them  the  word  of  the  Lord,  not 
only  making  known  the  end  thereof,  but  also  giving  such  detailed  instruc- 
tions and  counsel,  relative  to  their  proceedings,  so  that  the  power  of  God 
might  be  manifested  in  their  behalf,  and  they  prospered  and  delivered. 

The  true  cause  of  this  is,  that  they  "transgressed  the  law;"  discarded  or 
changed  the  ordinances,  and  laid  aside  the  organization  of  "  Apostles  and 
Prophets,"  that  have  been  set  in  the  Church  of  Christ  for  the  purpose  of 
ruling  and  governing  the  same.  They  have  thus  established  an  organiza- 
tion or  form  of  godliness  of  their  own,  rejecting  and  despising  the  one  estab- 
lislied  by  the  Lord,  and  consequently  have  lost  the  power  possessed  by  saints  in 
every  age,  namely,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  a  spirit  of  revelation 
by  prophesy,  tongues,  dreams,  visions,  ministrations  of  angels,  by  this  power 
they  could  enquire  tlie  mind  and  will  of  the  Lord ;  for  the  want  of  this  they 
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grope  in  darkness,  as  blind  men,  not  knowing  whither  they  are  going,  nor 
what  will  befall  them.  This  ignorance  and  insecurity  perplexes  and  disturbs 
them — they  look  for  light  but  behold  obscurity — for  brightness  but  their 
darkness  is  increasing — for  salvation  but  it  is  far  from  them — for,  in  trans- 
gressing and  lying  against  the  Lord,  by  saying  that  the  authority,  organiza- 
tion ;md  powers,  or  blessing  of  the  gospel  are  no  longer  needed,  they  have 
spoken  oppression  against  His  servants,  revolted  against  His  authority,  and 
conceived  and  uttered  from  their  hearts  words  of  falsehood  against  His  jno- 
phe  Joseph  Smith  and  the  Saints  of  Latter-days. 

Whilst  this  is  the  condition  of  the  world,  yet  we  as  a  people  are  far  from 
this  sad  state,  whilst  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  mourning,  we  are  rejoicing 
in  the  blessings  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  revealed  by  the  angel  shown  in  a 
vision  to  John  on  the  Isle  of  Potmas,  (see  Rev.  14,  6,)  and  this  gospel  is 
being  preached  to  the  world  by  the  Elders  of  Israel,  who  have  been  called 
and  set  apart  to  that  authority,  through  the  Holy  Priesthood  restored  to  the 
prophet  Joseph  Smith,  tlirough  the  ministration  of  Peter,  James,  and  Jolin, 
who  last  held  the  keys  of  the  Holy  Apostleship.  It  is  required  of  these 
messengers,  that  they  not  only  call  upon  all  men  everywhere  to  repent 
and  obey  the  gospel,  but  thej'^  are  also  to  declare  that  the  hour  of 
God's  judgements  is  come,  and  they  call  on  all  who  fear  the  Lord  and 
desire  His  protection,  to  come  out  of  Babylon,  (the  confused  nations  of  the 
earth,)  to  the  place  of  safety,  even  the  chambers  of  the  Lord,  predicted  of  by 
Isaiah,  who  was  also  shown  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  built  in  the  tops  of  the 
mountains,  where  the  ways  of  the  Lord  would  be  made  known  to  the  righte- 
ous of  all  nations  who  should  flee  there  in  obedience  to  God's  commands, 
there  they  should  be  free  from  the  iniquitious  power  and  oppression  of  the 
rebellious  nations  of  the  earth  ;  there  they  should  be  able  to  walk  in  the 
paths  (laws  and  ordinances)  of  the  Lord,  paths  that  will  lead  to  glory  and 
exaltation  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Amongst  others  that  have  been  sent  to  preach  this  Gospel  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  we,  by  the  commandment  of  God,  came  to  these 
lands  to  minister  the  words  and  ordinances  of  life  and  salvation  to  as  many 
as  would  receive  the  same  ;  we  were  also  commanded  to  dedicate  ourselves 
and  families  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  to  go  forth  without  purse  or 
script,  depending  upon  the  bounties  of  strangers  for  shelter,  food,  and  rai- 
ment. This  we  did  cheerfully  for  the  gospel's  sake,  "  knowing  it  to  be  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  all  them  that  believe."  And  the  Lord  has 
not  left  us  without  a  testimony,  that  He  has  been  with  us  to  literally  fulfil 
the  blessing  placed  upon  our  heads  by  the  servants  of  God.  The  spirit  of 
tJie  Lord  has  been  our  counsellor,  opening  up  our  way,  lighting  up  our  path 
when  it  has  been  obscure,  providing  for  our  necessities,  blessing  our  adminis- 
trations whether  in  word  or  deed,  many  have  believed  and  obeyed  the  gos- 
pel, and  are  rejoiceing  in  the  blessing  thereof,  looking  anxiously  for  the 
time  when  they  shall  gather  to  the  "  home  of  the  Saints,"  where  they  may 
learn  the  way  of  the  Lord  more  perfectly.  The  sick  have  been  healed 
through  the  gift  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on  of  hands, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  testimony  of  Jesus,  even  the  spirit  of 
prophesy  has  been  with  us,  and  we  have  been  enriched  in  counsel,  instruc- 
tio.i,  and  knowledge  in  the  things  of  God,  so  much  so  that  our  hearts  have 


been  made  to  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakfible,  and  we  rend(  r  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  oiir  Father  in  heaven  tor  the  same.      Amen. 

Elder  B.  Frost  who  came  out  under  out  pre^idency,  has  been  recalled,  and 
is  now  on  his  way  home  with  a  company  of  saints,  he  is  also  accompanied 
by  Elder  P.  Smith  of  this  mission.  And  now  as  the  saints  will  preceive  by 
President  Brigham  Young's  letter,  inserted  with  the  minutes  of  the  confer- 
ence, we  are  called  upon  to  arrange  the  condition  of  the  mission,  and  pre- 
pare to  return  to  our  families.  This  intelligence  would  be  thought  to  be  joy- 
ous to  us,  but  when  we  consider  the  associations  we  have  formed,  the  many 
warm  and  honest  hearts  we  must  leave  behind  us,  these,  together  with  the 
encouraging  prospects  of  the  work  throughout  the  whole  mission,  make  us 
loath  to  leave,  yet,  duty  calls  and  we  nmst  obey,  in  doing  so  we  feel  we  are 
free  from  the  blood  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  ;  we  have  used  every 
means  in  our  power  to  warn  them,  by  public  preaching,  private  instruction, 
and  distribution  of  tracts,  so  that  we  shall  not  fear  to  meet  them  at  the 
judgement  seat,  where  all  will  have  to  appear  to  render  an  account  of  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body. 

Theref )re  in  accordance  with  the  instruction  refeted  to,  we  shall  prepare 
to  take  our  departure  from  these  lands  about  April  next,  at  which  time  we 
should  be  happy  of  the  comi)any  of  as  many  saints  as  can  pre})are  to  gather 
at  that  time.  Liberty  has  been  given  to  Elders  James  Gnihani  and  John  S. 
Eldridge  to  return  lumie  in  August  next,  with  a  company  of  s.-iints  that  will 
tlepart  about  that  time. 

In  our  first  epistle  we  counselled  the  saints  to  prepare  to  go  last  April, 
))ut  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  saints  going  from  Adelaide,  and  the  heavy 
expenses  they  must  have  incurred  in  coming  up  to  Sydney,  it  was  deeniud 
wisdom  that  the  company  should  depart  from  Victoria,  this  prevented  any 
saints  in  New  South  Wales  from  going  ;  sucii  as  desired  to  go  at  that  time 
may  avail  themselves  ol  the  opportunity  of  going  with  the  company  leaving 
in  August  next.  Elder  Jolm  M'Carthy  is  at  liberty  to  gather  with  the 
Saints  at  that  time. 

The  Eldeis  who  have  thus  been  relieved,  have  laboured  faithfully  and 
diligently  in  the  ministery,  they  have  our  faith  and  prayers,  and  we  feel  to 
bless  them  in  the  name  of  Israel's  God.  And  we  call  upon  all  to  whom  they 
have  ministered  the  words  of  life  and  salvation,  to  minister  to  their  necessi- 
ties, and  assist  them  by  their  means  to  gather  home  to  Zion,  and  the  Lord 
shall  bless  you  abundantly. 

Tiie  companys  leaving  in  August  and  \^\'\\  will  depart  from  New  South 
Wales. 

Our  counsel  to  all  saint?,  ex  all  that  may  be  called  saints,  is  to  walk  faith- 
fully and  humbly  before  the  Lord  in  obedience  to  His  conmiand- 
ments  and  counsel,  laying  aside  every  evil  habit,  forsaking  all  tliat  may  cor- 
rupt the  body  or  mind,  seek  ailer  the  riches  ol  eternity,  pursue  wisdom  and 
knowledge  by  reading  the  best  books,  and  by  cultivating  the  ispirit  of  the 
Lord  to  lighten  up  your  minds,  to  strengthen  and  enlarge  your  capacity,  to 
open  to  your  view  the  riches  o'i  knowledge  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord, 
always  recognize  and  submit  to,  and  uphold  by  your  faith  and  prayers,  the 
powers  that  be,  that  is  tl  ose  whom  God  hath  set  in  authority  over  you,  and 
assist  to  roll  forth  the  work  of  the  Lord  with    all    your  might,   mind,    and 
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strength,  both  spiritually  and  temporally,  and  the  Lord  (.Jod  of  Fsrael  shall 
bless  you  \\  ith  every  needful  blessing. 

We  would  again  entreat  the  saints  to  use  every  possible  effort  in  their 
power  to  flee  the  confines  of  Babylon,  ere  the  way  becomes  more  closed  than  it 
is  at  present ;  cease  to  spend  your  money  on  that,  that  neither  benefits  body  or 
mind,  remember  that  all  will  be  required  for  securing  your  temporal,  yea, 
and  ynur  eternal  salvation,  for  if  you  gather  not  with  the  saints,  and  are  not 
administered  to  in  the  holy  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God,  by  those  who 
hold  the  keys  of  the  Holy  Apostleship,  and  who  have  power  to  bind  on 
earth,  that  which  will  be  bovmd  in  heaven,  you  cannot  attain  unto  the  bless- 
ing,   honour,  glory,  and  exaltation  that  await  such  as  are  thus  priviledged. 

Beloved  saints,  the  very  end  of  this  dispensation,  which  is  "  the  dispensa- 
tion of  the  fulness  of  times,"  is  to  "gather  to  gather  in  one"  dispensation,  all 
the  dispensations  ever  sent  to  the  earth  ;  to  gather  in  one  authority  all  the 
keys  and  powers  of  the  previous  dispensation,  so  that  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  saints  on  the  earth  may  be  one  with  power  and  authority  of  those  be- 
hind the  veil,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  design  and  purpose  of 
God  in  relation  to  man  and  this  earth,  this  design  and  purpose  is,  "the 
restoration  of  all  things  sjwken  by  the  mouth  of  all  the  holy  prophets  since 
the  world  began."  It  is  in  this  dispensation  that  the  Lord  hath  said,  that, 
He  will  bring  His  saints  together  unto  him  ;  those  that  have  made  a  covenant 
with  Him  by  sacrifice,  these  will  be  gathered  in  one  on  the  earth.  This 
dispensation  is  preeminently  a  gathering  dispensation.  The  peculiar  influence 
of  the  spirit  given  in  this  dispensation  is  a  spirit  to  gather,  therefore  none, 
whatever  their  profession  may  be,  can  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  and 
possess  the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  who  neglect  or  disregard  the  important 
commandment  to  gather.  Then  let  the  saints  arouse  themselves  with  deeper 
interest  than  ever  on  this  important  matter,  in  all  your  undertakings  seek 
counsel,  and  abide  the  word  of  the  Lord  given  unto  you  by  His  servant  ;  let 
not  the  poor  saints  forget  the  fact,  that  the  Lord  helps  those  who  help 
themselves  ;  and  let  not  those  whom  the  Lord  has  made  trustees  of  wealth, 
for  a  season  forget  that  it  was  through  the  once  poor  and  ignorant  boy  Joseph 
Smith,  that  tliey  have  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  with  its  powers 
and  blessings  ;  let  tliem  not  forget  that  it  has  been  through  the  faithfulness  of 
saints,  who  have  times  and  again  become  poor  for  the  gospel  sake,  having 
tlirough  the  influence  of  modern  scribes  and  pharasees,  been  repeatedly 
robbed  and  plundered  of  their  all,  and  vdio  have  been  driven  by  ruthless 
mobbs,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  wander  on  the  frost  bleached  prairies 
without  shelter,  not  having  a  place  to  lay  their  heads,  it  is  through  the 
faithfulness  of  such,  that  the  church  of  God  has  been  borne  along  to  the 
present  time,  it  is  their  energy,  untiring  zeal  and  continual  sacrifice,  that  has 
encountered  the  difficulties,  surmounted  and  overcome  the  dangers,  and  has, 
through  the  mercies  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  been  instrumental  in  estab- 
lishing so  far  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Let  them  not  forget  that  it  is  through 
the  ministrations  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  who  have  forsaken  all  things, 
even  houses  and  lands,  Avives  and  children,  and  who  have  come  forth  poor, 
even  without  purse  and  scrip  to  this  strange  land,  and  to  them  strange  people, 
not  having  herein  a  home  or  friend,  that  they  have  received  the  gospel.  It 
is  therefore  strictly  through  the  poor,  that  they  have  obtained  unto  the  bless- 
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ings  they  now  enjoy  thr.)Uoh  the  gospel  of  salvation  ;  let  tlieni  not  therefore 
forget  the  poor,  but  let  tliein  do  all  that  they  can,  subject  to  the  counsel,  to 
gather  up  such  ;  if  you  do  this,  the  posterity  of  the  poor  in  generaiiuns  yet 
to  come,  will  rise  up  to  bless  you,  the  servants  of  the  Lord  shall  bless  you, 
and  the  Lord  Himself  will  bless  you  even  more  abundantly  than  your  hearts 
can  conceive.  We  now  "counsel  all  saints  who  have  the  means  to  commence 
to  arrange  their  business,  and  order  their  circumstances,  so  that  they  may  be 
prepared  to  gather  to  Zion  in  or  about  April,  1856. 

W'e  would  now  address  ourselves  to  the  Governors,  Judges,  Magistrates, 
to  the  rulers  and  people  of  the  Australian  colonies,  and  in  the  common  bonds 
of  hun)anity  we  would  address  them  as  our  brethren  in  the  flesh.  We 
would  therefore  brethren,  entreat  you  to  consider  the  times  in  which  we  live, 
and  the  peculiar  revolutioai  that  has  taken  place  in  the  public  mind,  within 
these  few  years  past.  We  have  only  to  look  back  as  it  were  a  few  days, 
and  we  see  peace  and  prosperity  spreading  their  efFulgAit  influences  over  the 
eardi  ;  a  spirit  of  progress  took  possession  of,  and  was  cultivated  by  the 
wise  and  noble  amongst  tlie  children  of  men..  The  divine  contemplated  wiih 
satisfaction,  the  tolerant  spirit  of  the  age  and  rejoiced  in  the  depth  of  biblical 
research,  in  the  application  of  arts  and  science,  to  tlie  use  of  Theology,  the 
religion  of  the  bible  being  sustained  by  the  religion  ot  nature,  the  increased 
facilities  for  the  spread  of  biblical  knowledge,  through  the  agency  of  the 
printing  press,  Bible,  Missionary,  Tract  and  Temperance  Societies,  ect. ;  and 
his  countenance  seemed  to  light  up  with  joy,  from  the  idea  that  the  time  was 
nigh,  when  the  spiritual  millennial  reign  of  Christ  should  be  ushered  in  ; 
when  their  would  be  a  kind  of  universal  brotherhood  established  amongst 
men,  and  nations  should  learn  war  no  more.  The  philanthroi^hist  rejoiced 
in  the  national  and  local  improvements,  made  for  the  alleviation  t)f  human 
ills,  and  for  elevating  the  physical,  mental  and  moral  condition  of  man,  from 
that  of  a  mere  machine  to  that  of  an  intelligent  rational  and  resposable  being, 
in  connexion  with  these  the  benevolent  politician  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  benefits  derived  from  increased  powers  of  production,  would  be 
more  equitably  distributed,  so  that  all  classes  would  be  enabled  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  improvements  before  mentioned,  and  thus  the  happiness  of 
the  mass  would  be  enhanced.  But  alas,  alas,  their  systems  v.  ere  not  fully 
organized,  their  mellifluous  notes  o{ peace  peace  had  scarcely  began  to  vibrate 
in  the  atmosphere,  their  joy  had  not  passed  the  point  of  enthusiasm,  to 
settle  in  complacency,  ere  a  loud  voice  is  heard,  on  the  Lai.d  in  the  fonn  of 
wings,  beyond  the  waters  of  Ethiopia,  crying  aloud  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
tlie  earth,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  bond  and  free,  repent,  repent  every 
one  of  you,  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  your  sins,  and  you  shall 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  (by  the  laying  on  of  hands)  saying,  fear  (Jod  and 
give  glory  to  Him,  fbr_the  hour  of  His  judgments  is  come,  and  worship  Him 
that  made  heaven  and 'earth,  the  sea  and  the  fountain  of  waters.  This  voice 
was  the  voice  of  the  prophet  Joseph  Sinitb,  this  mess;ige  was  the  everlasting 
gospel  committed  to  him  by  the  ministrations  of  holy  angels,  but  the  world 
said  that  he  was  a  liar,  impostor,  deceiver,  ect.,  and  he  was  thought  so 
unworthy  to  live,  that  his  life  was  continually  sought  after,  and  it  was  in  the 
end,  taken  by  men  who  should  have  been  his  fellow  citizens,  citizens  of  a 
land,  the  constitution  of  which  is  the  most  free,  the  la^vs  of  wiiich   are   the 


most  equitable  of  all  the  nations  of  the  eartli.  His  life  nas  not  taken  bv 
the  power  of  tlie  constitution,  He  was  not  executed  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
but  it  was  by  the  power  of  ruthless  mobochracy,  that  set  aside  the  constitu- 
tion, disregarded  the  laws  of  b.)th  God  and  man. 

'J'he  world  in  the  face  of  his  testimony  cried,  there  can  be  no  communica- 
tions from  the  spirit  world,  there  will  be  no  more  revelations  from  God, 
saying,  just  as  Nephi  said  they  would  say,  a  Bible,  a  Bible,  we  have  a  Bible 
we  want  no  more  Bible.  The  world  is  advancing  in  intelligence  and  civili- 
zation, so  much  that  men  are  not  so  inclined  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
fellovvman,  the  Saviour  is  not  to  come  on  the  earth  literally,  but  is  to  reign 
spiritually  ;  these  were  the  feelings  and  sentiments  ot' those  who  lead  the 
public  m.ind  twenty-fi  e  years  ago. 

Since  then  a  mighty  change  has  taken  place,  hundreds  of  thousands  now 
believe  in  communications  from  the  spirit  world,  hundreds  of  intelligent  and 
influential  divines  believe  .in  further  revelation,  and  maintain  that  Elijah 
will  be  sent,  and  thousands  believe  in  the  literal  reign  of  Christ  on  the  earth, 
and  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel.  Peace  has  fled  from  the  earth,  the 
war  whoop  is  sounded  from  nation  to  nation.  How  has  this  mighty  changes 
come  to  pass  .''  What  has  accomplished  this  mighty  revolution  .''  Is  there 
nothing  in  all  tliis  that  indicates  that  Joseph  Smith  had  truth  on  his  side  ? 
Is  there  nothing  in  all  this  to  show  that  he  was  a  prophet  of  God  ;  did  he 
not  warn  the  nations,  and  declare  that  the  Lord  had  said  that  he  would  call 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  })y  the  voiee  of  his  servants,  and  by  the 
voice  of  thunders,  by  tie  voice  of  lightnings,  and  by  the  voice  of  earthquakes, 
])estilence,  and  famine,  have  not  these  things  taken  place,  and  are  they  not 
continually  taking  place,  following  in  the  steps  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord. 
How  could  Joseph  Smith  know  these  things  if  they  were  not  revealed  unto 
him  ;  did  he  not  say  that  the  message  given  to  him  should  go  to  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people,  and  lias  it  not  spread  over  the  earth  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  Did  he  not  say  that  those  who 
leceived  his  message,  should  gather  to  organize  and  build  up  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  is  not  the  gathering  of  the  saints  a  marval  to  this  generation ;  did 
he  not  say  that  tlie  blood  of  the  saints  should  cry  from  the  ground,  that  they 
should  be  driven  from  city  to  city,  and  from  synagogue  to  synagogue;  did  he 
not  say  that  the  gospel  or  the  organization  and  authority  of  God's  priesthood 
should  be  taken  from  the  midst  of  the  gentiles  inhabiting  the  continent  of 
America,  and  that  Zion  should  "flourish  on  the  hills  and  rejoice  on  the  tops 
of  the  mountains."  Did  he  not  say  that  the  saints  should  be  persecuted; 
that  they  should  iiave  all  manner  of  evil  spoken  against  them,  falsly  for  the 
gospel's  sake,  and  that  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  should  combine  for  their 
overthrow,  but  that  tiiey  sliould  not  prevail,  have  not  all  these  things  taken 
place,  and  do  they  not  prove  that  he  was  not  a  liar,  imposter,  deceiver, 
itc,  yes  they  prove  that  he  uas  a  man  of  veracity,  possessing  wisdom  and 
knowh  (!^e,  even  hidden  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  the  times  and  seasons, 
which  the  taiher  had  put  or  kept  in  His  own  power,  do  not  all  these  corro- 
borate his  testimony,  that  angels  had  ministered  unto  him  ;  that  the  Almighty 
had  given  him  instruction  and  counsel,  and  as  to  the  gospel  taught  by  him, 
which  is  faith  in  God  and  in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  repentance,  baptism  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands,  is  it  not  the  same  as  was 
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'*  Preached  by  Paul  and  Peter, 
And  by  Jesus  Christ  their  head." 
And  is  not  the  organization  of  Apostles  and  Prophets  the  same,  as  is  set 
forth  in  the  new  Testament,  and  are  not  the  gifts  and  blessing  he  contended 
for  the  same,  that  were  promised  by  the  Saviour  to  follow  them  that  believe. 
This  being   the    case  are  not  the  authority,   doctrine  and  prophecies  of 
Joseph  Smith  true,  they  are  indeed,  this  we  know  by  the  gift  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  promised  by  the  Lord  through  His  prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
to  all  who  should  receive  this  Latter-day  Gospel. 

We  were  also  personally  acquainted  with  the  prophet,  and  knew  him  to 
be  a  good  and  virtuous  citizen,  a  tender  and  affectionate  husband  and  father, 
an  Holy  Prophet  of  God,  as  good  a  man  as  ever  trod  this  earth,  Jesus  Christ 
excepted. 

We  now  entreat  you  all  to  believe  and  obey  this  gospel,  and  you  shall 
know  for  yourselves,  that  the  dcctrine  is  of  God.  Prepare  to  gather  with 
us  to  a  place  of  safety,  wherein  is  peace  whilst  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
are  disqviieted,  wherein  is  plenty  whilst  distraction  is  spreading  over  the 
^artli,  gather  to  where  the  prophet  of  God  is,  where  his  temple  is  being 
ibuilt,  where  his  angels  will  minister,  where  his  power  will  protect  and 
deliver. 

Gather  before  the  desolating  scourges  overtake  these  lands,  for  the  Lord 
has  decreed  a  consumption  of  the  whole  earth.  He  will  make  it  empty  and 
void,  on  account  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  have  transgressed  the  laws, 
changed  the  ordinances  and  broken  the  everlasting  Covenant  ;  in  His  visita- 
tion these  lands  will  not  escape,  for  He  will  visit  them  with  pestilence  and 
famine,  with  thunders  and  lightning,  with  earthquakes,  with  blood  and  with 
rapine,  then  escape  before  it  is  too  late. 

Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  continue  to  bless  His  saints,  and  all  the  honest 
in  heart,  and  open  up  their  way  that  they  may  gather  to  Zion,  where  they 
may  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  have  His  righteousness  revealed  to 
them,  from  faith  to  faith,  that  they  may  be  prepared  for  His  Kingdom  and 
<5oming.      Amen. 

AUGUSTUS  FARNHAM, 
No.  25,  Bank  street,  Chippendale.       JOSIAH  W.  FLEMING. 
Sydney,  July  16th,  1855. 


Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Australasian  Mission  of  the 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  held  in 

Sydney,  July  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th,  1855. 

present : — 

President   of    the    Mission, — 

Elder  Augustus  fVnliam, 

Josiah  W.  Fleming,      Counsellor. 

Travelling  Elderp, — 
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A.  P  Dowdle,   J.  drahani,   J(jhn  S.  Eldridge,   John  M'Cartliy, 

William  Baxter. 
Sydney  Branch, — 
John  Junes,  President,  William  Robb  and  Robert  Evans,  Counsellors. 

Hunters  River  Branch, — 
John  Pentold,  President,  J.    C.  Penfoldand  G.  Hunter,  Counsellors. 

The  morning"  service  was  opened  with  a  prelude  on  the  Harmonium 
by  Professor  Nixon.  Meeting  opened  by  singing  and  prayer,  after 
which  Elder  Jones  declared  the  meeting  open  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  when  Elder  A.  Farnham  was  appointed  President  of  the 
Conference,  and  Elder  J.  Jones,  Clerk. 

The  President  rose  and  said,  Brethren,  Sisters,  and  Friends,  we 
have  met  to  transact  business  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 
The  business  is  both  spiritual  and  temporal. 

The  world  cannot  pretend  that  they  are  authorized  by  God  to 
transact  their  business,  they  meet  in  the  name  of  man,  and  are  guided 
by  man's  wisdom,  but  we  meet  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  only 
name  established  on  earth  by  which  man  can  approach  His  Father 
and  receive  blessings  from  Him.  It  is  in  His  name  that  we  meet  to 
transact  such  business  as  will  have  a  tendency  to  lead  us  back  into 
the  presence  of  God.  We  have  strayed  from  our  Father,  and  the 
design  of  the  Gospel  is  to  bring  us  back  into  His  presence,  and 
into  the  presence  of  Holy  Angels.  Men  naturally  desires  to  re- 
ceive good  when  they  assemble  together,  for  this  end  we  are  assem- 
bled this  day,  and  if  we  are  united  as  the  heart  of  one  man,  we  shall 
be  blessed,  for  the  Lord  has  said,  that  wherever  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  my  name,  and  are  agreed  as  touching  the 
things  of  the  kingdom,  I  will  be  there  to  bless  them.  If  we 
are  as  one  man,  united  in  heart  and  mind,  what  blessings  can  be 
withheld  from  us,  none  that  it  is  wisdom  we  should  receive.  If  such 
be  our  feelings,  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  shall  rest  upon 
us  and  our  hearts  be  made  to  rejoice  in  the  same,  if  you  do  not  close 
your  hearts  against  them.  Our  time  being  short,  only  being  able  to 
have  this  Hall  for  one  day,  we  shall  be  brief  and  explicit  in  our  bu- 
siness transactions,  that  we  may  have  time  to  give  and  receive  such 
instructions  as  the  Spirit  may  dictate.  My  prayer  is  that  our  Father 
in  Heaven  will  be  with  us  and  grant  us  His  Spirit  to  dictate  to  us, 
that  it  may  be  manifest  that  the  Lord  is  with  us,  and  that  through 
the  blessing  sent  down.  We  can  do  nothing  but  through  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  My  desire  and  determination  is  to  do  the  will  of  my 
Master  until  the  time  shall  come  for  me  to  return  home  to  my  Father. 
If  we  are  one  no  possible  blessing  that  we  desire  can  be  withheld 
fi'om  us.  This  work  is,  and  will  continue  to  roll  on,  and  no  power  can 
stay  its  progress  until  the  honest  are  gathered  out.     Peoi)le  might  as 
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well  rise  their  arms  and  try  to  disthrone  Him  who  is  eternal,  as  to 
stop  the  progress  of  this  work.  The  Saints  are  increasing  and  gather- 
ing from  nearly  all  kingdoms.  May  the  Lord  stay  his  hand  m 
judgemeni  until  all  the  honest  in  heart  are  gathered  out.     Amen. 

Resolved,  first,  that  we  sustain  Elder  John  Jones  as  President  of 
the  Sydney  Branch,  and  William  Robb  and  Robert  Evans  as  his 
Counsellors 

Second,  that  we  sustain  by  our  faith,  and  prayers,  and  means  Elder 
Augustus  Farnham  as  President  of  the  Australian  Mission,  and  Josiah 
W.  Fleming  as  his  Counsel. 

Third,  that  we  sustain  Brigham  Young  as  President  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  throughout  the  world,  also  as 
our  Prophet,  Seer,  Revelator,  and  Leader  in  Israel,  and  Heber  C. 
Kembal  and  Jedediah  M.  Grant  as  his  Counsellors. 

Fourth,  that  we  sustain  the  quorum  ol  twelve  apostles,  and  all 
other  authorities  of  the  Church  in  Zion,  and  throughout  the  world. 
The  president  then  stated,  that  the  next  business  was  to  receive  the 
reports  ;  and  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Elder  Cooke 
yesterday,  who  is  labouring  in  New  Zealand,  the  work  is  prospering 
there.  I  have  received  letters  from  him  about  every  four  weeks,  he 
has  had  many  hard  places  to  pass  through,  but  he  has  persevered 
faithfully  and  diligently, — he  is  at  Nelson.  He  has  to  travel  in  a  cir- 
cuit of  about  50  miles  ;  some  who  at  first  rejected  him,  have  turned 
round,  and  are  now  willing  to  receive  him  ;  the  public  mind  has  been 
awakened  to  a  considerable  extent,  many  are  enquiring  after  the  truth. 
He  calls  for  help,  but  we  have  but  few  Elders  who  can  devote  their 
time  to  the  work,  yet  the  work  is,  and  will  continue  to  roll  forth  in 
that  colony,  for  the  Lord  is  blessing  his  servants,  and  is  gathering 
some  into  His  Kingdom,  and  He  will  gather  them  out  of  that  land;  it 
is  the  Lord's  w^ork,  and  he  has  said  that  he  will  gather  His  saints  if 
tliey  are  faithful ;  the  promise  is  to  the  faithful  not  to  the  unfaithful. 

In  Adelaide  the  work  is  progressing,  there  are  several  Elders 
preaching  through  that  land,  previous  to  the  departure  of  those  who 
went  to  Zion  in  the  last  company,  they  numbered  70  ;  the  saints  left 
are  fsiithful  and  blessed  with  the  s})irit  of  the  Lord,  the  work  is  not 
stopped,  but  is  continuing  to  roll  forth.  This  news  received  from 
Elder  Norton,  the  President  of  that  Conference,  makes  my  heart  to 
rejoice. 

Elder  Joseph  Spencer  has  the  charge  of  the  Victoria  Conference 
since  the  departure  of  Elders  Frost  and  Smith.  He  is  a  young  man 
who  was  baptized  in  September  last,  but  he  is  faithful  and  diligent 
in  magnifying  his  calling,  he  is  travelling  from  place  to  place,  calling 
on  all  to  repent  and  obey  the  gospel.  The  Lord  has  owned  his 
lai)ours,  and  he  is  frequently  baptizing  ;  there  are  others  waiting  for 
my  return  fo  that  place,  desiring  to  he   baptized,    'Ihere  are  calls 
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from  different  parts  of  that  colony  for  Elders.  Tims  the  prospects 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  work  in  that  colony  are  good. 

The  president  then  called  upon  A.  P.  Dovvdle,  who  arose  and 
said,  brethren  and  sisters,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  arise  to  report 
the  N.  W.  vSection,  or  the  Hunter's  River  District,  the  work  of  the 
Lord  is  rolling  on  in  that  section,  during  my  labours  there  I  have 
baptized  seven,  others  are  waiting  for  our  return  ;  there  are  several 
places  where  the  gospel  has  not  yet  been  preached,  and  many  are 
desirous  of  hearing  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  so  that  there  is  a 
probability  of  a  good  work  being  done  in  that  Conference ;  I  have 
laboured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Allyn  and  Patterson  Rivers, 
at  Maitland  and  Teachester,  the  saints  are  enjoying  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  the  rolling  forth  of  His  work, 
they  are  generally  anxious  to  gather,  and  to  do  the  things  that  are 
rigiit  I  believe  that  many  more  will  yet  be  brought  to  rejoice  in  the 
gospel,  as  the  saints  in  that  section  now  do. 

Elder  J.  S.  Eldridge  said  that  he  had  been  travelling  in  company 
with  Elder  J.  Graham,  and  that  they  had  visited  Camden,  Pitt 
Town,  Emu  Plains,  Windsor,  and  other  places,  we  have  been 
truely  blessed  in  our  labours  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  there  are 
some  searching  alter  the  truth,  some  have  united  with  the  Church  du- 
ring the  past  three  months,  if  Elders  could  continue  to  travel  inthat 
section,  I  doubt  not  but  that  many  would  unite  with  the  Saints  ;  in 
some  places  where  the  inhabitants  some  time  ago  would  not  listen  to 
us,  they  have  now  desired  preaching  and  come  out  to  listen.  There 
is  in  my  opinion  an  opportunity  of  doing  good. 

Elder  W.  Baxter  stated  that  he  had  been  labouring  during  a  por- 
tion of  the  last  quarter,  in  company  with  Elder  M'Carthy,  Ave  visited 
the  Williams'  and  Manning  Rivers  the  first  two  months,  these  places 
appear  very  dark  ;  the  last  month  I  have  been  by  myself  labouring 
at  Teachester,  there  are  many  enquiring  after  the  truth  there,  and  I 
believe  that  a  good  work  will  be  done  in  that  place,  providing  Elders 
are  sent  there ;  there  are  many  there  who  desire  preaching. 

Elder  J.  M'Carthy  said  that  he  had  travelled  as  had  been  stated, 
in  company  with  Elder  Baxter,  during  the  past  month  they  had  sepe- 
rated,  Elder  Baxter  taking  one  part  and  me  another,  since  then  I 
have  visited  the  Williams'  River  and  Hinton  ;  I  got  an  opening  to 
preach  at  Hinton  and  baptized  four,  but  since  then  the  door  has  closed, 
for  the  landlords  warned  their  tenants  that  if  they  opened  their  doors 
for  the  Mormons,  their  farms  would  be  taken  from  them.  At  this 
place  I  called  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blane  and  asked  permission  to  preach 
in  his  church  yard  after  he  had  dismissed  his  congregation,  this  he 
refused,  I  then  asked  him  if  he  would  give  me  a  night's  lodging,  this 
he  also  refused  ;  I  then  left  him. 

The  President  stated  that  although  all  the  Elders  had  not  reported 
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])a|jtisnis,  yet  they  all  had  baptized  some,  the  aggregate  increase  of 
the  woric  in  this  mission  during  the  last  three  months,  was  about  50. 
It  has  often  been  said  that  Mormonism  was  about  to  fall,  but  the  fact 
was  that  it  was  still  progressing,  and  there  was  only  one  way  to  stop 
its  progress,  but  there  is  no  man  or  body  of  men  can  do  it,  to  accom- 
plish this  they  must  be  able  to  measure  arms  with  the  Almighty, 
they  must  be  able  to  pluck  the  eternal  from  his  throne,  this  no  man 
can  do,  so  that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bring  in  the  honest  in  heart. 
The  Clerk  at  the  request  of  the  President  read  the  following 
letter  : — 

Great  Salt  Lake  City, 

January,  Slst,   1855. 
Elder  Augustus  Farnhani, 

Sydney,  Australia. 
Dear  Brother, 
Although  I  have  not  received  any  communication  from  you  for  some  tmie 
past,  yet  I  thought  that  I  would  send  you  a  few  lines  that  you  may  know 
long  continued  absence  does  not  necessarily  involve  forgetful ness. — No, 
indeed.  If  it  is  any  satisfaction  to  the  elders  who  are  absent  on  missions  to 
have  ray  feelings  exercised  in  their  behalf,  and  could  know  the  facts,  they 
would  be  abundantly  satisfied.  I  have  heard  of  your  faithfulness  and  suc- 
cess in  tha  mission  to  which  you  have  been  appointed,  and  can  truly  say 
that  the  Lord  has  been  with  you,  with  his  blessing,  and  his  spirit  has  at- 
tended your  testimony. 

Bro.  William  Hyde's  health  is  much  improved  since  his  return,  and  I 
wi>h  that  the  Elders  when  they  are  not  healthy  would  change  their  location 
or  return.  So  far  as  you  in  Australia  are  concerned,  you  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
turn whenever  it  suits  your  convenience,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  again 
greet  you  in  our  mountain  home.  You  may  extend  the  same  invitation  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  Elders  who  were  appointed  from  here  to  that  mission. 
You  will  however  organise  and  regulate  matters  in  the  most  judicious  man- 
ner for  the  continuance  of  the  work  ;  but  gather  out  the  Saints  and  bring 
them  with  you  as  far  as  you  shall  be  able  to  do  so,  leaving  a  suflficient  num- 
ber to  continue  the  Avork.  We  find  it  best  to  gather  out  all  the  Saints  as 
fast  as  they  can  cpnsistantly,  leaving  only  labouring  Elders  in  the  field. 

We  are  prospering  nmch  as  usual  in  the  vallies,  unusual  peace  prevails 
throughout  the  Territory,  although  the  Indians  about  Larimie,  and  along 
the  road,  are  quite  hostile. 

Tlie  weather  is  very  fine,  for  the  time  of  year,  mason  work  is  going  on. 
The  public  works  are  steadily  progressing,  and  much  improvement  in  both 
city  and  country. 

Your  families  are  all  well.  Feeling  to  bless  you  and  all  faithful  Saints 
and  Elders, 

I  remain  as  ever, 

Your  Friend  and  Brother  in  the 
Gospel  of  Salvation, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 
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Elder  Fleming  addressed  the  meeting,  contrasting  the  condition  of 
the  Saints  in  Zion  with  that  of  the  world  ;  referring  also  to  the  scenes 
that  the  servants  of  the  Lord  had  passed  through,  and  the  present 
condition  and  prospects  of  these  lands,  testifying  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  with  His  servants,  and  that  the  Lord  was  performing  His 
work  and  gathering  out  His  Saints. 

Conference  adjourned  until  3  p.m.  Dismissed  with  singing  a  hymn 
and  benediction. 

Adjourned  Meeting  at  3  p.m. 
Meeting  opened  by  singing  a  hymn  and  prayer,  when  the  Sacrament 
was  administered  by  Piesident  A.  Farnham  and  Elder  Jones,  Presi- 
dent Farnham  addressing  the  meeting.     After  which,  the  meeting 
was  addressed  by  Elder  J.  Graham. 

Conference  adjourned  to  7  p.m.  Meeting  dismissed  with  singing 
a  hymn  and  benediction. 

Conference  met  at  7  p.m.     Meeting  opened  by  singing  and  prayer. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Elder  A.  P.  Dowdle,  he  was  fol- 
lowed with  remarks  from  Elder  J.  W.  Fleming  and  the  President. 

There  was  a  good  degree  of  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  with  His  people 
during  this  day,  and  tlieir  hearts  were  made  to  rejoice  in  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  and'in  the  teachings  of  His  servants.  There  were  a  num- 
ber of  strangers  at  the  evening  meeting. 

Meeting  adjourned  until  half-past  10  on  Monday  morning  at  103, 
Parramatta  street. 

Meeting  was  dismissed  with  singing  and  benediction. 

Adjourned  meeting  at  103,  Parramatta  street,  on  Monday  July  2. 

Meeting  opened  by  prayer. 

The  President  addressed  the  meeting  for  a  short  time,  when  he 
■called  upon  Elder  Jones  to  address  the  saints,  after  which  there  were 
4  children  blessed  under  the  hands  of  the  President  and  Elder 
Fleming,  after  which  followed  addresses  from  Elder  Fleming  and 
the  President  ;  the  meeting  adjourned  to  7  p.m.,  it  was  dismissed  by 
benediction. 

Adjourned  Meeting  at  7  p.m. 

Meeting  opened  by  singing  and  prayer. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Elders  Fleming,  Graham,  Lldridge, 
Dowdle,  Jones  and  President  Farnham. 

Adjourned  until  half-past  10  a.m.  Tuesday. 

Meeting  dismissed  with  singing  and  benediction. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  Tuesday,  July  3,  at  half-past  10  a.m. 

Meeting  opened  by  singing  and  prayer.  ; 

The  President  addressed  the  meeting,  stating  that  it  must  oe  evi- 
dent to  all,  as  it  was  to  himself,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  had  been 
in  our  midst,  that  this  was  manifest  by  the  language  that  had  been 
used  by  those  who  had  spoken,  language  that  could  only  be  dictated 
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by  the  spirit  til"  our  father,  He  counselled  the  saints  to  live  according^ 
to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  to  roll  forth  the  work  by  their  faith, 
means,  and  by  an  irreproachable  example. 

Elder  J.  W.  Fleming  followed,  exhorting  the  saints  to  listen  to  the 
c(mnsel  that  had  been  given  by  the  President.  The  meeting  was 
also  addressed  by  Elders  Graham,  M'Carthy  and  Baxter. 

Brother  Charles  Frazer  of  the  Hunters  River  Conference  was  called 
to  the  office  of  a  Priest,  and  was  ordained  under  the  hands  of  the 
j^resident  and  Elders  Fleming  and  Dowdle. 

Adjourned  until  7  p.m.     Dismissed  by  benediction. 

Adjourned  Meeting  at  7  p.m. 

Meeting  opened  with  singing  and  prayer. 

The  President  again  gave  counsel  to  the  saints,  forcibly  dwelling 
on  the  necessity  of  living,  according  to  the  revelations  given  to  the 
Church  in  this  dispensation,  referred  particularly  to  the  "  word  of 
wisdom." 

The  meeting  was  also  addressed  by  Elders  Fleming  and  Jones. 

Adjourned  until  7  p  m.,  on  Wednesday. 

Meeting  dismissed  with  singing  a  Hymn  and  Benediction. 

Adjourned  meeting  on  Wednesday,  at  7  p.m. 

Aleeting  opened  with  singing  and  prayer. 

The  President  then  assigned  the  Elders  their  fields  of  labour.  He 
stated  that  in  accordance  with  President  Young's  letter.  Elders 
Graham  and  Eldridge  had  permission  to  retuin  home  with  the  next 
company,  which  would  leave  in  August,  they  would  therefore  return 
to  the  places  wherein  they  had  been  labouring,  and  gather  up  what 
saints  they  could^  they  would  also  gather  means  to  take  them  home. 
Elder  John  M'Carthy  was  at  liberty  to  gather  w^th  the  next  company, 
he  would  therelore  visit  those  with  whom  he  had  laboured,  to  see  if 
he  could  gather  any  of  them  up,  and  also  to  collect  means  to  take 
him  to  Zion,  as  he,  Elder  M'Carthy,  had  endured  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day  in  the  Hunter's  River  District,  he  had  permission  to  visit 
that  section,  to  obtain  assistance  of  those  to  whom  he  had  ministered. 
This  application  was  to  be  made  under  the  direction  and  counsel  of 
Elder  Dowdle,  he,  the  President,  here  remarked  that  an  Elder  visit- 
ing a  section,  where  another  presided,  the  visiting  Elder  had  no 
authority  to  call  meetings  only  by  the  counsel  of  the  presiding  Elder, 
Elder  M'Carthy  will  therefore  be  directed  in  his  proceeding  at  the 
Hunter's  River  District,  by  Elder  Dowdle. 

Elder  W.  Baxter  was  directed  to  labour  under  the  direction  of 
Elder  Dowdle. 

The  President  then  called  brother  John  Perkins,  teacher,  to  the 
office  of  a  Priest,  brother  William  Phillips,  to  the  office  of  a  Teacher, 
brothers  John  Farrell  and  Oratio  C.  Noah  to  the  Deacon's  office. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  ordination,  Elder  Fleming  called  the 
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attention  of  the  brethren  of  the  Priesthood,  to  the  nmnner  of  ordina- 
tion and  confirmation,  and  said  that  it  should  not  be  said  "  We  hiy 
our  hands  on  thy  head  to  continn  or  ordain,  as  the  case  may  be  ; 
but  "  We  lay  our  hands  &c.,  and  confirm  or  ordain,  and  requested 
the  brethren  to  observe  the  ordinations  that  were  about  to  take  place. 

These  officers  being  for  the  Sydney  Branch,  the  President  ca!led 
upon  Elder  Jones  to  assist  him  in  their  ordinations,  which  were  pro- 
ceeded with  immediately.     Elder  Fleming  addressed  the  meeting. 

Conference  adjourned  to  the  last  Sunday  in  September. 

Meeting  dismissed  with  singing  and  benediction. 

In  Ihis  Conference  there  has  been  a  perfect  union  of  spirit,  a  dis- 
position to  listen  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  counsel  and  instruction  has 
been  poured  forth  in  rich  abundance,  as  it  was  dictated  by  the  spirit 
of  God,  and  the  hearts  of  Wis  servants  and  saints  were  made  to 
rejoice  with  an  abundance  of  joy,  its  hallowing  ijifluence  melting 
into  tenderness  the  hearts  of  His  people.  It  is  a  season  that  will  long 
be  remembered  by  those  present,  for  which  we  feel  grateful  to  our 
Fatlier  in  Heaven.     Amen. 

A.  FARNHAM, 

JOHN  JONES,  Clerk.  President. 


HONESTY. 

"  Owe  no  man  anything  but  to  love  one  another.' — Paul. 

Honesty  is  the  every-day  transactions  of  life,  is  lightly  esteemed  by  the 
great  mass  of  mankind.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  but  few,  who 
are  strictly  honest,  rise  to  distinction  through  the  great  avenues  to  popularity 
and  influence.  Integrity  and  honour  are  still  the  theme  of  priests,  states- 
men, and  people  ;  but  while  the  shadow  remains,  the  substance  has  departed. 

Like  the  religions  of  the  day,  they  too  often  serve  as  a  cloak,  to  hide  the 
depravity  of  corrupt  and  licentious  men.  The  greater  the  deformity  tlie 
more  ostentatious  must  be  the  show  of  virtue  to  hide  it. 

While  the  merchant  cheats  the  person  he  deals  with,  and  the  mechanic 
palms  upon  his  customer  an  inferior  article,  they  sooth  their  consciences,  if 
they  have  any  remaining,  with  the  idea  that  they  have  followed  the  rules  of 
trade  ;  as  though  deception  was  admissable,  and  dishonesty  a  virtue,  because 
everybody  practised  them.  The  lawyer,  while  perhaps  endeavouring  to 
gain  the  case  of  his  clint,  makes  it  his  principal  study  how  to  Jleece  him  the 
most  effectually.  The  soldier  dies  in  defence  of  his  country  from  privation 
and  sufTering,  while  those  over  him  squander  the  means  which  should  fur- 
nish him  with  the  needful  comforts  of  life. 

Many  of  the  sectarion  priests  of  the  day,  who  should  both  teach  and  prac- 
tise principles  of  righteousness,  do  neither.  They  take  the  lead  in  Sf  tting  a 
prominent  example  of  dishonesty,  by  teaching  a  system  of  falsehoods,  instead 
of  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible  which  they  profess  to  believe.  They  "preach 
for  hire,"  and   "divine  for  money;"   thereby   u.aking  merchandize  of  the 
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things  of  God.  Many  of  those  self'-niade  ministers,  who  profess  to  set  ex- 
amples of  piety  to  the  people,  are  the  "  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,"  who 
devour  the  lambs  of  the  flock  under  the  garb  of  sanctity. 

The  practice  of  deceiving  children  is  almost  universally  followed  by  pa- 
rents and  nurses,  and  in  this  way  they  are  most  effectually  taught  dishonesty 
from  their  (  radle.  Thus  contaminating  influence  is  forced  upon  the  innocent 
pe  iod  of  childhood,  bv  those  who  should  be  the  guardians  of  its  puritv. 

Husbands  deceive  their  wives,  and  wives  their  husbands,  not  only  in  the 
minor  matter-^  of  every-day  life,  but  by  dishonouring  their  bodies  by  bieak- 
ing  the  sacred  covenant  of  marriage,  and  then  endeavouring  to  hide  their 
shame  by  falsehood,  artifice,  and  deception.  In  doing  this,  thousands  have 
severed  the  only  bond  which  binds  them  to  each  other  and  their  posterity  ; 
and  cruslied  those  sacred  affections  which  are  the  only  ground-work  of  hap- 
piness and  the  fountain  of  eternal  lives.  The  general  want  of  confidance 
between  man  and  man  is  the  natuial  result  of  dishonesty.  The  increasing 
jealousy  and  distrust  which  prevade  every  association  of  life,  lurk  in  the 
domestic  circle  of  the  peasant,  and  drive  peace  I'rom  the  throne  of  kings,  are 
the  canker-worms  which  is  destroying  the  fountaii  s  of  society,  and  produce- 
ing  a  general  tendency  to  anarchy  and  disorgination. 

This  is  a  dark  picture  of  the  present  condition  of  man,  but  dark  as  it  is,  it 
scarcely  touches  the  reality.  Words  have  not  been  introduced  into  the  vo- 
cabularies of  language,  which  can  express  the  extent  of  the  iniquities  now 
practised  in  the  world.  The  generations  of  man  have  been  so  long  begotten 
in  covenant-breaking  and  fornication,  and  nursed  in  dishonesty,  that  nothing 
but  the  searching  Spirit  of  truth,  can  separate  from  the  incongruous  mass  of 
depravity  the  little  good  that  remains,  and  save  it  from  being  swallowed  up 
in  the  general  ruin.  The  Father  has  declared  that  none  but  the  pure  in 
spirit  can  dwell  in  His  presence.  Judging  from  the  present  condition  ot 
mankind,  if  is  easy  to  see  the  force  oi  the  words  of  our  Saviour  when  he 
said  "  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  the  exal- 
tation and  continuation  of  the  lives,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it." 

If  the  light  of  truth  had  not  again  been  revealed  by  direct  revelation,  to 
save  those  who  have  not  entirely  gone  astray,  the  gloom  of  eternal  darkness, 
would  have  forever  closed  around  the  generations  of  men. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Latter-day  Saints,  who  have  received  the  spirit  of  truth, 
and  discerned  the  light  from  the  darkness,  so  to  live  as  to  be  an  example  of 
honesty  and  uprightness  to  the  world,  and  continually  show  forth  the  princi- 
ples of  life  and  salvation,  in  opposition  to  those  of  darkness  and  death.  We 
are  not  of  the  world,  just  in  proportion  as  we  cease  to  w  alk  in  its  ways,  and 
go  forth  in  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel,  which  will  set  us  free  from  its  vices 
and  abominations.  The  promises  of  the  Lord  are  to  the  honest  in  hearts 
and  not  to  those  who  love  lies  and  are  filled  with  hypocrisy  and  deceit.  We 
must  pursue  a  course  different  from  theirs,  or  else  we  shall  end  our  journey 
where  they  do,  instead  of  the  place  we  profess  to  be  seeking.  The  princi- 
ples which  dwell  m  a  man's  heart  will  show  themselves  in  the  everyday 
transactions  of  life.  Pure  religion  is  thoroughly  practical,  and  tends  to 
develope  both  the  good  and  evil  of  a  man's  character. 

The  world  judge  principles  by  actions,  instead  cf  actions  by  principles. 
Vice  becomes  a  virtue  because  it  is  customary.     Hyprocrisy  and  deceit  are 
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commendable,  because  fashionable.  Therefore  right  is  wrong  and  wrong  is 
right  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  because  they  love  to  have  it  so.  On  tlie  con- 
trary, the  principles  of  truth  are  eternal  and  unchangeable,  without  beginning 
or  end.  They  are  subject  to  the  will  or  caprice  of  none.  Instead  of  men 
judging  then;,  by  them  will  men  be  judged,  and  their  accounts  balanced 
at  the  day  of  final  settlement. 

We  not  only  profess  to  be,  but  we  are,  in  the  best  principles  known  on 
the  earth.  To  establish  this  fact  in  the  minds  of  men,  is  one  great  object  of 
our  labours  ;  and  it  will  never  be  done  until  we  show,  by  our  actions,  the 
utility  and  beauty  of  the  principles  we  profess. 

(To  he  continued.) 


RESURRECTION  DAY. 

BY   V,  M.   CLAYTON. 


(^XuxE.—  The  field  of  Monteray.J 


■Vi'hen  tirst  the  glorious  light  of  truth, 

BurBt  forth  in  this  last  age, 

How  few  there  were  with  heart  and  soul 

To  obey  it,  did  engage  ; 

Yet  of  those  few  how  many. 

Have  passed  from  earth  away, 

And  in  their  graves  are  sleeping, 

Till  the  Resun-ection  Day. 

How  many  on  Missouri's  plains 
Were  left  in  death's  embrace, 
Pure  honest  hearts  too  good  to  live 
In  such  a  wicked  place, 
And  are  they  left  in  sorrow 
And  in  doubt  to  pine  away  ? 
Oh  no  !  in  peace  they're  sleeping 
Till  the  Resurrection  Day. 

And  in  Nauvoo,  the  city  where 

The  Temple  cheer' d  the  brave, 

Himdreds  of  faithful  saints  have  found 

A  cold  yet  peaceful  grave, 

And  there  they  now  are  sleeping 

Beneath  the  silent  clay, 

But  soon  they'll  share  the  glories 

Of  a  Resurrection  Day 


Our  Patriarch  and  Prophet  too 
Were  Massacred,  they  bled, 
To  seal  their  Testimony, 
They  were  nimibcred  with  the  dead, 
Ah  I  tell  me,  are  they  sleeping  P 
Methinks  I  hear  them  say, 
Death's  icy   chains  are  bursting, 
'Tis  the  Resurrection  Day. 

And  here  in  this  sweet  peaceful  vale 
The  shafts  of  death  are  hurled, 
And  many  faithful  saints  are  call'd, 
T'enjoy  a  better  world, 
And  friends  are  often  weeping 
For  their  friends  who  pass  away, 
And  in  their  graves  are  sleeping, 
Till  the  Eesurrection  Day. 

Why  should  we  mourn  because  we  leave 

These  scenes  of  toil  and  pain, 

O  happy  change,  the  faithful  go 

Celestial  joys  to  gain ; 

And  soon  we  all  shall  follow 

To  realms  of  endless  day. 

And  taste  the  joyous  glories 

Of  a  Resurrection  Day. 
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"  HE  THAT  READETH  LET  HIM  UNDERSTAND." 


No.  4.  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  27, 1855.  Vol.  IT 

Minutes  of  the  Half-yearly  Conference  of  the  Australasian 
Mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Saints,  held  in  the  Old  Assembly  Rooms,  King  Street, 
September  30th,  1855. 

present : — 
President  of  the  Mission, — 
Elder  Augustus  Farnhani, 
Josiah  W.  Fleming,     ...         ...         ...     Counsellor. 

Travelling  Elders, — 
A.  P.  Dowdle.  William  Baxter. 

Sydney  Branch, — 
John  Jones,  President.     W.  Robb  and  R.  Evans,  Counsellors. 
A  Hymn  having  been  sung,  prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  A.   P. 
Dowdle,  after  which  another  Hymn  was  sung. 

Elder  Jones  then  declared  the  Conference  open  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business. 

Resolved  1st,  that  Elder  J.  Jones  be  the  Clerk  of  the  Conference. 
2.  That  President  A.  Farnham  preside. 

The  President  rose  and  said,  that  he  rejoiced  in  the  possession  of 
the  present  priviledge  of  meeting  the  brethren  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Conference,  and  was  glad  to  see  so  numerous  an  attendance  of  the 
saints  from  the  country.  We  are  met  to  transact  business,  pertain- 
ing to  the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  the  record  of  the  business  transacted 
here  this  day,  will  be  kept  in  the  archieves  of  both  Heaven  and 
Earth ;  all  that  is  done,  should  be  done  with  a  pure  motive,  and  in 
all  sincerity  of  heart,  being  determined  to  fulfil  the  covenants  that 
you  make  here  this  day,  let  no  one  vote  for  that  which  they  are  not 
willing  to  sustain,  it  is  the  priviledge  of  all  to  vote  ;  I  want  no 
hypocrites,  let  all  vote  in  the  affirmative  or  in  the  negative  ;  if  any 
vote  in  the  negative,  they  will  be  required  to  give  their  reast)n. 
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Let  the  brelhreu  sii?taiu  ilie  Jt'iicothoud,  a'>d  iiiantcim  their  co\e- 
Pints,  and  walk  faithfully  and  sincerely  in  obedience  to  counsel, 
and  they  shall  attain  unto  salvation,  which  is  or  ^b.ould  be  the  great 
objv-tt  of  oar  liv-,s  ;  (ig^.i  tlic  good  fight  of  faith,  and  be  not  over- 
come by  the  things  of  the  earth  ;  that  you  may  b-  b-o-jght  hv>me  to 
the  presence  of  our  father,  do  your  utmost  to  spreiid  righteousness 
ov^f  the  face  'J  the  earth. 

Resolved  3rd.  That  Eider  John  Jones  be  sustained  a;^  President 
of  the  Sydney  Branch,  and  Elders  W.  Robb,  and  R.  Evans  as  his 
L;oun?el-or ;. 

4.  "ihrj.  brot'ner  John  Perkins,  Priest,  be  Treasurer  of  the  Branch. 

Ths  L  .eiid.-ui  tlien  said,  that  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
p'-3^!uenc7  of  the  mission,  he  had  called  Elder  A.  P.  Dowdle,  to  be 
his  second  Counsellor. 

Resolved  5th.  That  we  sustain  by  our  faith,  prayers  and  iTieaus, 
AugU;.tus  Faiuham  as  President  of  the  Austialasian  Mission,  and 
Elders  J.  VV.  Fleming,  and  A,  P.  Dowdle  as  his  CounseUors. 

6.  That  we  sustain  by  our  faith  and  prayers,  Brighatn  V'oung  as 
President  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lattei-day  Saints,  in 
Zion,  and  throughout  the  world,  also  as  their  Prophet,  S»^er,  Reve- 
lator  and  Leader  in  Israel  ;  also,  Heber  C.  Kembell,  and  Jedediah 
M.  Grant,  as  his  Counsellors. 

7.  That  we  sustain  by  our  faith  and  prayers,  the  Quorum  of 
twelve  x\p;)stles,  or  travelling  High  Counsel 

8.  That  we  sustain  by  our  faith  and  prayers,  the  Patriarch  and 
all  other  authorities  of  the  Church  in  Zion,  and  throughout  the 
world. 

The  President  rose  and  said,  that  h^.  had  received  communications 
from  Victoria,  Adelaide  and  New  Zealand.  In  Victoria  the  woik 
was  prospering,  baptisms  were  taking  pdace  almost  every  week  ; 
the  Gospel  is  beginning  to  take  voot  amongst  the  Welch  in  that 
colony  ;  Elder  Spencer  is  actively  engaged  in  travelling  and  preach- 
ing, i  hnvc  received  communications  from  some  that  are  preparing 
to  gather  with  the  next  company,  although  they  have  not  yet  been 
baptized  ;  in  Adelaide,  where  Elder  Norton  is  presiding,  the  work 
seems  at  a  stand  still  at  present,  I  am  intending  ti  visit  that  place 
00  my  next  tour. 

Intelligence  from  Elder  Cooke,  who  is  at  New  Zealand,  is  very 
flatterinf',  good  has  been  done  in  that  land,  the  inhabitants  are 
beginnin,^  *o  enquire  after  and  receive  him,  it  was  mA,  so  when  we 
first  went  there,  itwv;  with  great  diuicinty  th'U  we  could  get  an 
cnfra-ice  aTivv.hee.  Th'  work  hi  met  with  great  opposition  in 
lii'dl  land,  h:,\  now  many  thai  were  most  violent  in  tliesr  oppo-ition, 
arc  .villing  io  receive  Elder  Cooke,  and  to  ministe-'t )  his  necessities^ 
and    heir  is  great  enquiry  for  booko. 
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Elder  A.  P.  Dowdle  reported  the  N.  W.  Section,  and  that  he  had 
laboured  there  diirino;  the  past  quarter,  preaching  at  Maitiand, 
Paterson  River,  Allyn  River,  and  Teachester.  The  work  of  the 
Lord  is  prospering-,  biptisras  taking  ph^ce,  many  enqui)in£'.  the 
saints  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  their  hearts  being  intently  fixed  for 
Zion.     This  report  embraces  the  labours  of  Elder  Baxter  also. 

Elder  J.  W.  Fleming  addressed  the  meeting,  when  a  Hymn  was 
sung,  the  Meeting  adjourned  until  3  p.m.  Benediction  by  Elder  J. 
Jones. 

Adjourned  Meeting  at  3  p.m. 

A  Hymn  was  sung,  when  prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  W.  Baxter, 
another  Hymn  was  then  sung,  after  which  the  Sacrament  was 
administered  by  Elder  Jones. 

The  President  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  gathering. 
During  his  address'  he  stated  that  all  must  consider  that  they  had 
counsel  to  gather^  such  as  would  be  required  to  stay  would  receive 
direct  counsel  to  that  effect. 

Dismissed  with  singing  and  benediction  by  Elder  Jones. 

Conference  adjourned  until  7  p.  i\r. 

Meeting  opened  with  singing  and  prayer,  by  Elder  J.  W.  Fleming. 
Another  Hymn  was  sung,  when  Elder  A.  P.  Dovvdle  addressed  the 
Meeting  on  the  First  Principle  of  the  Gospel. 

Conference  adjourned  until  11a.  m.,  Monday,  at  103,  Parramatta 
Street. 

Dismissed  with  singing  and  benediction  by  the  President. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  at  103,  Parramatta  Street,  on  Monday,  at 
11  o'clock  A.  m. 

Meeting  opened  by  prayer,  after  which  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Elders  Baxter,  A.  \\  Dowdle,  Fleming,  Jones,  and  the  President. 
Adjourned  until  7  p.m.     Dismissed  with  benediction,  by  Elder  Jones. 

Adjourned  Meeting  at  7  p.m. 

Meeting  opened  with  prayer,  after  which  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Elders  Fleming,  Jones,  and  the  President. 

Conference  adjourned  until  the  first  Sunday  in  January,  1856. 

Dismissed  with  benediction  by  the  President. 
JOHN  JONES,  Clerk.  A.  FARNHA.vf,  President. 


THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  FA  DRR  J.  JONES'  FIRST  LECTaRE  IN 
REPLY  ro  THE  REV.  S.  C.  KENT'S  LKCfLRE  ON  MOR- 
^iONISM,  DELIVERED  IN  SYDNEY,  ON  ii,UNDAY 
AUGUoT  12ni. 

H.'tETiiHiiv,  Sisters,  and  Friends,  it  is  with  mixed  feelings  of  pain  and 
pleasure  that  I  appear  before  you,  I  am  pained  in  having  to  meet  slanders, 
that  have  'imep  snd  a^ain  been  rebpttrd.  and  I  rejoice  in  having  an  oppor- 


tunity  of  giving  a  reason  for  the  hope  timt  is  within  me,  and  also  of  Iteanng 
my  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  the  Lord  is  performing  a  great  and  marvel- 
lous work  in  the  day  and  age  in  which  we  live  ;  and  not  believing  with  S. 
C.  Kent,  Butler. 

"  Honduras  or  Fernando, 

That  a  man  can  do  no  more  than  he  can  do." 

But  knowing  (having  witnessed  the  same,)  that  by  tlie  Gift  and  Power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  a  man  may  perform  m-duy  things,  that  without 
the  said  power  he  is  incapable  of  performing.  I  therefore  request  an 
interest  in  the  prayers  of  my  brethren  and  sisters. 

The  Rev.  S.  C.  Kent  stated  that  he  had  selected  Mormonism,  because 
it  was  of  present  intrest,  and  that  he  feared  it  had  been  too  much  neglected 
by  our  public  teachers,  and  because  that  it  is  desirable  that  our  young  men 
should  be  acquainted  with,  and  able  to  expose  this  imposture.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  Mormons  had  thriven  amid  cricel  oppression,  had 
conquered  the  most  astonishing  difficulties,  and  that  they  could  boast  not 
only  of  a  complete  organization,  but  the  possession  of  worldly  wealth, 
influence,  and  power.  Their  progress  has  been  rapid  to  a  degree 
unparalled  in  the  history  of  religious  imposture,  he  also  acknowledged  that 
a  great  portion  of  the  land  in  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley  was  wonderfully 
fertile,  and  that  it  abounded  in  facilities  for  pasturage  and  cultivation  ;  here 
(he  said)  the  Mormons  have  now  firmly  fixed  themselves,  and  have  made 
since  1 S48,  continual  progress  ;  further  settlements  have  been  established, 
and  several  cities  founded.  In  physical  prosperity,  the  new  common  wealth 
has  ailvanced  with  a  rapidity  truly  wonderful  ;  an  admirable  system  of 
irrigation  has  been  completed,  bridges  over  the  principal  rivers  have  been 
built,  ironworks  and  mines,  factories,  nail  works  and  innumerable  sawing 
mills  exist,  public  baths  have  been  erected,  and  a  university  has  been 
founded.  We  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  foregoing  acknowledgments, 
and  especially  the  latter  part,  as  it  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  refutation  of 
the  lies  that  have  recently  been  going  th«  round  of  some  of  the  Australian 
press. 

Neither  did  he  (the  Rev.  S.  C.  Kent,)  deal  in  the  usual  reproaches  and 
calumnies  heaped  upon  the  saints  of  God,  the  «ily  thing  alluded  to  by  him 
as  affecting  their  moral  standing,  was  the  law  of  marriage  ;  he  of  course 
looks  upon  the  Greek  and  Roman  law  of  Monogamy,  as  being  truly  virtuous, 
whilst  the  saints  hold  the  Patriarchal  law  to  be  the  most  pure,  the  law  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  has  instituted  for  imparting  increased  glory  and  power  to 
man  in  tlie  eternal  worlds.  Having  made  these  acknowledgments,  we 
must  declare,  that  we  have  somewhat  against  the  Lecturer.  And  in  the 
first  place  we  have  to  complain,  that  the  gentleman  has  taken  Mormonism 
as  it  has  been  described  ny  others,  and  has  not  examined  it  for  himself. 
I'he  greatest  portion  of  the  language  he  employs  is  not  his  own,  but  that 
oflhc  "llhistrated  History,"  the '•  Kclestic  Review,"  and  others.  Why 
(lid  not  he  (the  Lecturer)  enquire  of  his  friends,  what  had  been  done  to 
supress  Mormonism  ?  if  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  ascertained,  that 
something  more  than  an  historical  account,  was  necessary  to  enable  the 
"Young  Men's  Christian  Association"  to  be  able  to  expose  the  (supposed) 
imposture.      Why  did   he  not    meet    the  principles  of  Mormonism,  as  it 


were  right  in  the  face — as  an  intelligent  being,  grapple  with  them — show  forth 
their  falsity  by  reason,  and  not  by  declamation  ?  Why  did  he  not  deal 
with  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  his  doctrines,  in  the  same  manner  that  he 
does  with  Jesus  Christ  and  His  doctrines,  together  ^vith  the  Apostle  and  the 
early  christians  ?  If  he  were  to  go  to  the  pious  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
ivko  fasted  arvd  prayed  mitch  for  the  Character  of  Jesus  Christ,  would  not  they 
declare  him  to  be  a  glutton,  a  wine  bibber,  an  associate  with  publicans  and 
sinners,  that  he  sent  His  disciples  to  take  a  colt  belonging  to  another,  that 
he  rode  upon  it  into  Jerusalem  with  great  worldly  pomp  ;  His  desciples 
declaring  Him  to  be  the  King,  who  had  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  he  justified  himself  and  His  followers,  declaring,  that  if  they  did 
not  do  it  the  stones  would ;  and  that  after  this,  He  gave  instructions  to  His 
people,  to  sell  their  garments  and  buy  a  sword,  and  that  he  blasphemed. 
If  he  (the  Lecturer)  will  take  the  character  of  Jesus  Christ  from 
His  personal  friends,  why  not  tnke  the  character  of  Joseph  Smith  from 
those  who  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  There  are  two 
present  (President  A.  Farnham  and  Elder  Fleming)  who  were  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  prophet ;  also,  Elder  John  Murdock,  who  was  the 
first  to  preach  the  gospel  in  these  iaiids.  These  witnesses  have  lived  a 
considerable  time  in  these  colonies,  and  their  moral  character  is  un- 
impeachable ;  all  these  testify  of  the  moral  excellency  of  Joseph  Smith. 

As  to  the  certificates  of  the  character  of  Joseph  Smith  refered  to,  these 
were  got  up  by  Dr.  P.  Hurlbut,  who  was  cut  off  from  the  church  for  his 
wicked  conduct ;  he  was  also,  afterwards,  bound  to  the  peace  for  threaten- 
ing the  life  of  the  Prophet.  This  man  laid  a  scheme  tor  speculation,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  destroy  the  character  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  prejudice 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  Book  of  Morman,  for  this  purpose  he 
scoured  the  country  in  search  of  those  who  were  bigoted  and  wicked  enough 
to  testify  to  anything  that  would  militate  against  Mormonism  ;  he  visited 
the  places  where  the  Smiths  had  resided,  and  any  person  who  had  heard  of 
an  imperfection  in  the  life  or  conduct  of  the  Smith's  family,  their  testimony 
was  taken.  Some  testified  against  him  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
believed  he  lied  in  stating  that  he  received  revelation.  Phis  is  tlie  source  from 
whence  the  testimony  against  the  Prophet  Joseph's  character  is  derived — a 
man  who  was  cut  oft' from  the  C'h.urch  for  his  iniquity — who  was  iaid  under 
bond  by  the  legal  tribunal  of  his  country  for  having  threatened  to  murder — a 
man  whose  moral  character  was  so  degraded  that  he  durst  not  publish  his 
book  in  his  own  name,  but  had  to  compromise  the  attair  with  one  E.  D. 
Howe,  a  printer  in  Painsville,  Ohio,  who  l)eing  cliafed  because  his  own 
wife  and  sister  belonged  to  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints,  he  became  the 
adopted  father  of  the  book  got  up  by  Hurlburt.  I'he  tirst  edition  of  which 
was  entitled  "Mormonism  Unveiled,"  second  "  I  listory  of  Mormonism," 
in  this  book  is  inserted  the  Spalding  story,  into  which  the  Lecturer  together 
with  the  whole  h^arned  world  enter  as  into  an  high  tower  oi"  defence  ;  but, 
ah  !  how  little  do  they  think  of  the  baseless  character  of  their  refuge,  that, 
being  based  on  lies  it  cannot  stand  tlie  penetrating  influence  of  truth.  How 
little  do  they  think,  that  it  was  conceived  in  inetpiity  and  matured  by  fraud, 
and  that  its  infamy  and  vilencss  can  be  made  more  apparent  than  the  state- 
ment of  old;  that  tlie  desciples  of  .lesus  canit-  by  night  and  stole 
away  His  body. 
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In  this  book  i^Mormor.isni  Unveiled,  page  287)  it  is  stated,  that,  "  A 
messenger  vvas  despatched  to  look  up  the  widow  of  S^>alding,  who  was 
found  residing  in  Massachusets,  and  that  she  stated,  that  Spalding  had  a 
great  variety  of  manuscripts,  and  she  recollected  that  one  was  entitled,  tlie 
"  Manuscript  Fou.nd,"  but  of  its  contents  she  had  no  distinct  knowledge. 
While  they  lived  in  Pittsburg,  she  thinks  it  was  taken  to  the  printing  office 
of  Patterson  and  Lanibdin  ;  but  whether  it  was  ever  brcjught  back  again 
she  is  quite  uncertain.  If  it  was,  however,  it  wf:s  then  with  his  other 
writings,  in  a  trunk  vvhich  she  had  left  in  Ostego  Co.,  N.  Y.  It  is  further 
stated,  that  "  the  trunk  refertd  to,  was  subsequently  exam.ined,  but  the 
manuscript  was  not  found  therein."  Hence  it  is  infered,  that  the  •'  Manu- 
script Found,"  was  not  returned  to  Spalding,  from  the  office  of  Pattei-son 
and  Lam'.din,  but  remained  there  for  years,  and  that  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  "Sydney  Rigdon,  who  converted  it  into  the  "  Book  of  Mormon  f  yet,  he 
did  not  know  enough  to  alter  the  names  which  Spalding  made  use  of,  but 
left  them  precisely  as  they  were  in  che  "  Manuscript  Found." 

This  is  according  to  the  testimony  of  John  Spalding,  John  N.  Miller, 
Oliver  Smith,  and  others.  They  are  also  represented  as  stating,  that  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  manuscript,  and  that  it  puri)orted 
to  give  a  history  of  th.e  ten  tribes  of  Israel.  They  state  that  they 
have  examined  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  know  the  historical  part, 
naiues,  &c.,  to  be  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  the  religious  matter. 

In  order  to  know  what  amout  of  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  foregoing 
statement,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  Book  of  Mormon,  this  will  convince 
any  man,  that  if  these  men  did  really  make  this  statement,  that  they  testi- 
fied falsely;  for  the  Book  of  Mormon  does  not  pretend  to  give  any  account 
of  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel.  It  gives  a  history  of  a  remnant  of  the  tribe  of 
Joseph. 

If  S.  C.  Kent  had  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  he  never  would  have  in- 
serted this  testimony,  for  he  would  have  seen  that  the  religious  part  of  it 
is  so  interwoven  with  the  history,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  seperate 
them.  He  would  have  seen  that  to  take  away  the  religious  part  would 
be  to  destroy  the  iiistory.  But  there  is  also  the  widow  Spalding's  testi- 
mony published  first  in  the  "Boston  Recorder,"  in  May  1839;  this  has 
been  copied  into  the  "  Illustrated  History,"  from  whence  S.  C.  Kent  ex- 
tracted. It  uas  headed  the  "  Mormon  Bible,"  and  purported  to  be  signed 
by  Matilda  Davidson,  (ihe  widow  Spalding  having  married  a  Mr.  David- 
son). In  this  communication  she  is  made  to  nay  ponitively  that  the  manu- 
script was  taken  to  the  office  of  Patterson,  of  Pittsburg,  and  returned  again 
to  its  owner,  and  that  it  had  been  carefully  preseived  by  her  since  Spald- 
ing's death.  This  testimony  flatly  contradicts  what  is  said  to  be  her  testi- 
mony in  "Mormoiiism  Unveiled."  In  one  it  is  said,  she  knows  not 
rvhat  has  become  of  it  (the  manuscript)  and  thai  she  has  i.o  distinct  know- 
ledge of  its  contents  ;  in  the  other,  that  she  lias  it  in  her  possession,  and  has 
cnreli'.lly  preserved  it  ever  since  Spalding's  death,  in  1816,  and  the  idea  is 
carried,  tliat  slie  let  Hurlburt  have  it,  and  that  it  was  compared  with 
the  B'jokof  Mormon.  Here  appears  to  be  some  knavery  or  dishonest  work; 
Hurlburt  appears  in  connection  with  both  statements.  Having  shown  pre- 
viously how  the  first  testimony  was  got  up,    we  shall   now  show  the  fraud 


connected  with  t' o    latttr,    and    shall    quote  an    article    published    in    the 
"Quincy  (Illinois)  Whig,"  on  this  subject,  headed — 

A  dinning  device  de.ec!ed.  It  nill  be  recollected  that  a  few  moiuhs 
since,  an  article  appeared  in  several  of  the  papers,  purpi-rting  to  gi\e  an 
ace  nnt  of  the  origin  of  tht-  Book  o,  Mormon.  How  lar  tl  ■,  vvruer  of 'iiat 
piec':-  !'.na  effected  his  purpose  ;  or  what  his  purposes  'Aere  in  pnrsiii:!^  t'js 
c'  luse,  I  siiall  not  attempt  to  si;v  ac  this  time,  but  shall  call  on  every  can- 
did v.ian  topKlire  this  n  at.cr  lor  himself,  and  shall  contenc  niVbelfby  ;  re- 
f-eiitin*;  bel^f-TC  the  public  the  other  side  of  the  question,  in  the  fonu  of  a 
letter  that  follov  s  : — 

Copy  of  a  letter  vvri  ten  by  Mr.  John  Haven,  of  ilolislon,  Mi''':^lp"?es 
Co.,  iMassacluisets,  to  liis  daughter  Elizabeth  Haven,  of  Quincy,  Adams 
Co.,  Illinois. 

Your  bro:her  Jesse  passed  through  Monson  where  he  saw  Mrs,  David- 
son and  her  daughter  ii'tirs  McHinstry,  and  <dso  Dr.  Ely.  and  spent  everal 
hours  with  thern,  during  uhich  time  he  asked  them  the  f'>l''"v.i;"ig  questions, 
viz.  :  "  D  d  you,  Mrs.  Davidson,  v.rite  a  letter  to  John  Storrs,  giving  an 
account  of  the  origin  of  the  Book  of  Momon  ?  "  Ans'.ver,  "  I  did  not." 
"  Did  you  sign  your  name  to  it  ?  "  Ans\\er,  "  I  did  not,  neither  did  I 
ever  see  the  letter  until  I  saw  it  in  the  "  Boston  Recorder ;  "  the  letter  was 
never  brought  to  nie  to  sign."  "  What  agency  had  you  in  having  this 
le.ter  sent  to  Mr.  Storrs?"  Answer,  "  D.  R.  Aus'in  cnme  to  my'^house 
and  asked  me  some  questions,  took  some  minutes  on  paper,  and  from  these 
minutes  wrote  that  letter."  "Is  what  is  written  in  tlie  letter  true?" 
Answer,  "  in  the  main  it  v:."  "Have  you  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  ?  " 
Answer,  "  1  have  read  some  in  it."  "  Does  Mr.  Spalding's  nianuscript 
and  ihe  Book  of  Mormon  agree  ?  "  Answer,  "  I  think  some  few  nan.es  are 
alike."  "  Does  the  manuscript  describe  an  idolatorous  or  a  leligious 
people?"  Answer,  "an  idolatorous  people."  "Where  is  the  tuanc- 
script?"  Answer,  "Dr.  P.  Hurlburt  came  ht re  and  look  it — said  he 
would  get  it  printed,  and  let  me  have  one  half  the  prolits."  '•  Has  Er. 
P.  Hurlburt  got  the  manuscript  printed?"  Ar&\-.er,  "L  rfccer»ed  a  leuer 
stating  that  it  did  not  read  as  they  expcccod,  and  they  sliouid  '.ot  print  it." 
"  How  large  is  Mr.  Spalding's  manuscript?"  Answer,  "  about  one-third 
as  large  as  the  Book  of  Mormon." 

Questions  to  Mrs.  McKinstry,  (Spalding's  da\ighter.)  "  Hoiv  old  vv.-s 
you  when  your  father  wrote  the  manuscript?"  Answer,  "about  five 
years  of  age."  "  Did  you  ever  read  the  manuscript?"  Answer,  "  when 
I  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  I  used  to  read  it  tor  diven  ion."  "  Did 
the  manuscript  describe  an  idolatorous  or  a  religious  people?"  Ansuer, 
"  an  idolatorous  peo] lie."  "  Does  ihe  manuscript  and  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon agree."  Answer,  "  I  think  some  of  the  names  agree."  "'  Are  you 
certain  that  some  of  the  names  agree  ? ''  Answer,  "I  am  not."  "Have 
you  ever  read  any  in  tlie  Book  of  Mormon?"  Answer,  "  1  have  not." 
"  Was  your  name  attached  to  that  letter  which  was  sent  to  iiMr.  Jol..j 
Storrs,  by  your  order?"  A  .ver,  "no  J  never  mer.t  that  up'  .-,ame 
should  be  there."  You  see  i  y  the  above  orestions  and  answers  tf.af  Mr. 
Aus  iji,  in  his  great  zeal  to  destroy  the  La.-i  j-'k'y  raiiits,  »;as  ;,sled  Mrs. 
liJavidson  a  few  questions,  ihtn  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Storrs,  in  his  own 
hmguagf,  iind  RJgnvd  her  na)iie  to  it  without  her  eon^ifiit.      I  do  nol  .sav  that 


56 

the  above  questions  and  answers  were  givenin  the  form  that  I  have  written 
them  ;  but  these  questions  were  asked,  and  these  answers  were  given. 
Mrs.  Davidson  is  about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  somewhat  broak. 

JOHN  HAVEN. 
The  above  reveals  the  mystry,  brings  to  light  the  hiden  things  of  dis- 
honesty, and  sets  the  matter  in  its  true  light  before  the  people. 

Hurlburt,  for  the  two  fold  purpose  of  making  money,  and  of  blasting  the 
character  of  Joseph  Smith,  concocts  the  Spalding  Ms.  Whilst  he  was  on 
his  slander  hunting  mission,  he  went  to  New  Salem,  in  Ohio,  where  he 
herd  of  the  romance  ;  when  having  conspired  with  John  Spalding,  Luke 
Wright,  and  others,  he  starts  for  Massachusets  after  the  manuscript,  gets 
it  by  promising  to  publish  it,  and  give  the  owner  one-half  of  the  profits — 
returns — compares  it  with  the  Book  of  Mormon — finds  it  does  not  agree. 
Feeling  assured,  that  if  the  manuscript  should  come  to  light,  his  wicked- 
ness would  be  established,  he  either  concealed  or  destroyed  it ;  and  in  his 
book  carried  out  the  idea,  that  it  had  never  been  r<;turned  from  the  office 
of  Patterson,  and  that  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sydney  Rigdon,  who  converted 
it  into  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Meanwhile,  before  this  book  could  be  issued  from  the  press,  a  Mormon 
teacher  goes  to  Holleston,  Mass.,  preaches  and  baptizes  a  deacon  and 
several  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  that  place.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Storrs,  their  minister,  becoming  alarmed  for  his  craft,  and  hearing  some- 
thing about  this  Spalding  romance,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  D.  R.  Austin,  one  of 
his  good  friends,  that  lived  near  Mrs.  Davidson,  requesting  to  get  all  the 
information  he  could  concerning  the  matter,  and  send  it  to  him  forthwith, 
hoping  thereby,  no  doubt,  to  save  the  remainder  of  his  flock.  Mr. 
Austin  accordingly  goes  to  Mrs.  Davidson,  and  asked  her  some  ques- 
tions, and  then  writes  a  letter  to  Mr.  Storrs,  and  signs  Mrs.  Davidson's 
name  to  it ;  and  Mr.  Storrs  immediately  publishes  it  in  the  "  Boston 
Recorder." 

Thus  this  scheme  of  iniquity  was  carried  on  by  wicked  and  designing- 
men,  for  the  sake  of  speculation,  and  to  destroy  the  character  of  innocent 
men,  who  never  had  done  them  any  harm  ;  and  to  blast  the  reputation  of 
those  that  God  had  sent  to  preach  the  gospel  of  salvation,  and  to  warn  this 
generation  to  prepare  for  the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  which  is  near  at  hand. 
We  shall  briefly  refer  to  the  statement,  that  the  copying  and  addition  to 
the  pious  clergyman's  idolatrotts  romance,  was  performed  by  Sydney  Rig- 
don, and  shall  make  a  few  chronological  statements  that  will  brand  their 
assertion  as  an  imfamous  lie. 

In  the  first  place  we  would  observe,  that  the  letter  purporting  to  be 
Mrs.  Davidson's,  states,  that  Spalding  wrote  a  romance  in  1812  ;  that  he 
subsequently  removed  to  Pittsburg ;  that  the  manuscript  was  handed  in 
to  Mr.  Pattersons,  whilst  in  his  possession  it  was  copied  by  Sydney  Rigdon ; 
it  was  again  returned  to  its  owner,  who  died  in  I8l6,  since  which  time  it 
has  been  carefully  preserved  by  his  widow.  Sydney  Rigdon  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  following  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  his  father  died,  after  which  he  continued  on 
the  same  farm  with  his  mother  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  In 
1819  he  went  to  study  with  the  Rev.   Andrew  Clark  ;  in  May  of  the  same 
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year  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  studied  with  the  Rev.  AdaiTison  Bently  ; 
in  1822  he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  and  took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  first 
Baptist  Church  ot  that  city,  this  was  six  years  after  Spalding's  romance 
was  returned  to  him,  and  had  ever  since  "  been  carefully"  preserved  by  his 
widow  ;  in  August  1824  he  resigned  his  pastoral  charge,  after  which  he 
laboured  in  that  city,  (not  as  a  compositor,)  but  as  a  journeyman  tanner  ; 
in  1826  he  removed  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  there  in  1830  he  first  beheld 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  it  being  presented  to  him  by  P.  P.  Pratt,  it  had  then 
been  published  about  six  months. 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  statements,  in  reference  to  the  Spalding 
Romance,  and  the  infamous  conduct  of  Hurlburt,  Storrs  and  others,  have 
been  before  the  public  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and  they  have  not  been 
even  attempted  to  be  denied  by  any  of  the  parties  concerned.  The  sub- 
stance of  these  statements  were  published  by  Elder  Wandell,  in  the  Empire 
ot  March  6th,  1852  ;  yet  Editors  and  Priests  hang  to  this  abominable 
falsehood,  just  as  a  drowning  man  grasps  at  a  straw.  S.  C.  Kent  asks  in 
reference  to  the  characters,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  originally  written.  Why  not  use  the  Hebrew  ?  we  answer  that  if  it 
had  been  so,  then  the  word  of  the  Lord,  through  his  prophet,  would  have 
been  falsified.  Isaiah  in  the  29th  chapter,  says  in  substance,  that  a  little 
before  Lebon  (the  Land  of  Palestine)  should  become  a  fruitful  field, 
that  the  record  of  a  people  that  had  once  been  great  and  powerful,  should 
come  forth  out  of  the  earth,  that  some  of  its  characters  should  be  presented 
to  the  learned,  who  should  declare  that  they  could  not  read  them,  and  that 
they  were  sealed,  and  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the  unlearned,  and 
that  the  Lord  through  him,  should  perform  a  marvellous  work  and  a 
wonder,  the  record  was  to  be  translated,  for  the  deaf  were  to  hear  its 
words  and  the  blind  to  see  them.  If  the  Book  of  Mormon  had  been 
written  in  a  language  known  to  the  learned,  this  prophecy  coiUd  not  have 
been  fulfilled. 

He  states  that  the  hieroglyphics  of  Egypt  and  Ninevah,  have  been 
disciphered.  Who,  we  would  ask,  told  him  so  ?  Has  a  Nimrod,  a  Ninus, 
a  Nebuchadnezzar,  or  a  Pharoh,  from  the  spirit  world,  communicated  with 
the  learned.  He  also  asks  whether  any  disinterested  person  ever  saw  these 
plates,  or  any  of  the  original  characters  copied  from  them. 

AV^e  answer,  yes.  Professor  Anthon  has  seen  the  characters,  but  could 
not  read  them,  some  of  the  original  characters  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  were 
transcribed,  and  taken  to  him  by  Martin  Harris.  He  then  declared  them 
to  be  a  '*  hoax,"  but  the  following  from  the  271  page  of  "  The  Mormons 
or  Latter  Day  Saints,"  will  show  that  the  glyphs  or  characters  presented  to 
him,  were  genuine.  "  In  this,  it  would  now  appear  that  Professor  Anthon 
judged  to  hastily.  Some  glyphs  discovered  by  Professor  Rafinesque,  and 
of  which  fac-similes  were  given  in  the  Asiatic  Journal  for  1832,  (two  years 
after  the  publication  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,)  agree  very  much  with  the 
description  of  the  specimen,  as  shown  to  him  (Anthon,)  by  the  Mormon 
emissary.  By  an  inspection  of  the  fac-similes  of  these  forty  six  elemen- 
tary glyphs,  we  find  all  the  parlicu'ars  which  Professor  Anthon  ascribes 
to  the  characters,  which  he  says  Martin  Harris  presented  to  him.  The 
Greek  Hebrew,  and  all  sorts  of  letters  inverted  and  in   different  positions. 
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with  sundry  delineations  of  half  moons,   i)lanets,   suns,  and   other  natural 
objects,  are  found  among  these  forty-six  elements. 

In  1843  six  plates  of  brass  were  found  of  a  bell  sha])e,  bsing  bound 
together  by  a  ring  and  completely  covered  with  the  like  characters. 

Here  then  are  disinterested  witnesses,  Professors  Anthon  and  Refinesqup, 
who  bear  record  that  J  (seph  Smith  had  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  glyphs 
of  America,  some  three  or  four  years  before  they  were  presented  to  the 
world. 

We  shall  add  another  very  important  and  disinterested  witness,  it  is  John 
L.  Stephens.  We  extract  the  following  from  liis  travels  in  Central 
America,  a  copy  of  which  we  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  about  three  years 
ago,  it  came  from  the  Australasian  Library. 

Mr.  Stephens  writes  "  Much  has  been  written  accounting  for  the  first 
peopling  of  America,  some  have  considered  the  aboriginals  as  not  proceed- 
ing from  the  same  common  father  as  the  rest  of  mankind,  others  have 
ascribed  their  origin  to  a  remnant  of  the  antideluvian  inhabitants,  who 
survived  the  deluge  and  have  considered  them  the  most  ancient  people  on 
the  earth." 

'*  Some  of  the  workmanship  in  Copan  is  equal  to  the  finest  Egyptian 
sculpture,  indeed  it  would  be  impossible,  with  the  best  instruments  of 
modern  times,  to  cut  stones  more  perfectly." 

"  We  sat  down  on  the  very  edge  of  the  wall,  and  strove  in  vain  to  pene- 
trate the  mystery  by  which  we  were  surrounded.  Who  were  the  people 
that  built  this  city  ?  In  the  ruined  cities  of  Egypt,  even  the  long  lost 
Petreia,  the  stranger  knows  the  story  of  the  people,  whose  vestage  are 
around  him.  America,  say  historians,  was  peopled  by  savages;  hut  savages 
never  carved  these  stones.  We  asked  the  Indians  who  made  them,  and  their 
answer  was  "  Quien  Sabe  V  who  knows. 

There  were  no  associations  connected  with  the  ])lace  ;  none  of  those 
stirring  recollections  which  hallow  Rome,  Athens,  and 

"  The  world's  great  mistress  in  the  Egyptian  plain," 
but  architecture,  sculpture,  and  paintings,  all  the  arts  which  embellish  life, 
had  flourished  in  this  bye-grown  foiest,  orators,  warriors,  and  statesmen, 
benuty,  an)bition  and  glory,  had  lived  and  passed  away  and  none  knew  that 
such  things  had  been  or  could  tell  of  their  passed  existence.  Books,  the 
record  of  knowledge,  are  silent  upon  this  theme." 

"The  city  was  desolate — it  lay  before  us  like  the  shattered  barque  in  the 
midst  of  the  ocean,  her  masts  gone^ — her  name  effaced — her  crew  perished, 
and  none  to  tell  whence  she  came — to  whom  she  belonged — how  long  on 
her  voyage,  or  what  caused  her  destruction  ;  her  lost  people  to  be  traced 
only  by  some  fancied  resemblance  in  the  construction  of  the  vessel,  and 
perhaps  never  to  be  known  at  all.  The  place  where  we  sat,  was  it  a  cita- 
dal  from  which  an  unknown  people  sounded  the  trumpet  of  war !  or  a 
temple  for  the  worship  of  the  God  of  ])eace  ;  or  did  the  inhabitants  w  orship 
idols  made  with  their  own  hands,  and  offer  sacrifices  on  the  stones  before 
them  ?  All  was  mystery — dirk, impenetratable  mystery,  and  every  circum- 
stance increased  it." 

"In  Egypt  the  collosal  skeletons  of  gigantic  temples  stand  in  the  unwatered 
sjinds  in  all  the  nakedness  of  desolation;  here  an  immense  forest   shrouded 
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the  ruins,  hiding  them  from  sight,  heightened  the  impression  and  moral 
effects,  giving  an  intensity  and  almost  wildness  to  the  interest.  I  believe 
that  its  history  is  engraven  in  its  monuments  ;  but  v/ho  shall  read  them? 

"  Chaos  of  ruin,  who  sliall  tiace  tat  void, 

Over  the  dim  fragnieiits  cast  a  lunar  light. 

And  say  here  was  or  is  whose  all  is  cloudy  right." 

Here  then  the  fact,  that  the  language  of  ancient  Ameiica,  is  an  unknown 
language,  is  established  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  contradiction  ;  as  is  also 
the  incapacity  of  the  learned  to  decipher  their  records.  If  they  could  have 
read  the  original  record  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  why  do  they  rot  read  the 
character.^  that  have  already  been  presented  to  them,  and  that  are  to  l)e 
found  in  those  numerous  ruins  with  which  central  America  abounds  ;  and 
tell  us  from  whence  their  inhabitants  came  ?  under  whose  direction  these 
cities  \vere  built  ?  What  deeds  of  fame  have  been  performed  within 
their  precints,  or  for  their  defence  ?  What  was  the  nature  and  character 
of  their  social  compact,  and  of  their  r<=ligion,  and  how  was  it  that  they  fell 
and  became  forgotten  ?  The  learned  cannot  answer  these  question  ;  but 
the  Lord  through  the  unlearned  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  has  given  their 
history  :  herein  worldly  wisdom  perished,  and  worldly  prudence  is  hid. 

The  Rev.  gentleman  again,  in  the  very  language  of  the  "  Eclectic  Re- 
view," says,  "It  would  be  equally  unfair  not  to  admit,  that  many  important 
truths  are  taught  by  the  Mormons  ;  but  they  have  no  truths  that  are  not 
already  taught  in  the  Bible  ;  and  they  teach  foi  truths  many  other  things 
— and  these  are  their  distinguishing  doctrines.^ which  are  not  taught 
in  the  Bible,  but  are  contrary  to  the  things  which  are  taught  there  as  the  dis- 
tinguishing doctrines  of  the  gospel." 

Now  why  did  not  the  Lecturer  say  what  these  doctrines  were,  that  were 
not  taught  in  the  Bible,  and  that  were  contrary  to  it  ?  Is  he  alike  ignorant 
of  the  contents  ot  the  Bible,  and  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Mormons  ;  so  that  he 
could  not  point  out  the  latter,  nor  refer  to  the  former,  or  is  he  one  of  those 
that  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie.  As  he  has  not  pointed  out  any  of  the  dis- 
tinguishivg  doctrines  of  Mormonisni,  we  sh;  11  do  so  for  him  ;  the  pecu- 
liarly distinguishing  doctrine  of  Mormonism  is  Revelation,  w^on  it,  it  stands 
or  falls  If  Revelation  be  a  true  and  distinguishing  doctrine  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  Mr.  Kent  and  modern  Christendom  must  be  wrong,  tor 
they  deny  it,  and  its  truth  will  establish  the  probability  of  the  truth  of 
Mormonism. 

We  shall  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  demonstrate  from  the  Bible  of 
Divine  Truth,  that  Revelation  is  so  essential  a  principal  of  the  Religion  of 
Heaven,  or  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  it  cannot  exist  without  it. 
"  And  these  signs  shall  follow  (all)  them  that  believe  ;  in  my  name  they 
shall  cast  out  devils,  th*'y  shall  speak  with  new  languages,"  &c.  Mark  16, 
17,  18.  "  Then  Peter  said  unto  them.  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one 
of  vou  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  your  sins,  and  you 
shall  receive  the  gifl  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  promise  is  unto  you  and 
to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  call.  Acts  2,  3S,  39.  In  the  l7th  and  18th  verses  it  is  said  that 
the  influence  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  will  be  that,  "Sons  and 
daughters  shall  phophesy,"  "  Young  men  see  visions,  and  old  men  dream 
dreems,  and  on  mv  servants  and  on  my  handmaidens,    I   will    pour  out   in 
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those  days  of  my  spirit,  and  they  shall  PROPHESY."  Jesus  also  said 
that  this  said  Holy  Ghost  should  "  guide  into  all  truth  and  thew  his  people 
things  to  come.''  Paul  prays  that  the  saints  may  be  blessed  with  the  spirit 
of  wisdom  and  revelation,  Eph.  1,  17  ;  and  says  positively  that  God  for 
the  stability  and  perfecting  of  His  saint)*,  "hath  set"  in  His  Church  "  apos- 
tles and  prophets  ;"  an  apostle  is  a  special  messenger,  there  can  be  no 
special  message,  except  it  be  communicated,  (revealed)  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  prophet  without  revelation,  see  also  the  whole  of  the  l2th  Chap,  of  the 
1  Cor.  These  are  not  isolated  passages,  but  are  such  as  agree  with  their 
context  in  every  particular,  also  with  the  context  of  the  Bible. 

Nothing  is  plainer  from  the  Bible,  than  that  God  would  give  revelation 
in  the  latter  days,  for  the  gathering  of  His  people,  and  the  organization 
and  up-building  of  His  Kingdom  ;  Ezekiel  says,  "  As  I  live  saith  the  Lord 
God,  surely  with  a  mighty  hand,  and  with  a  stretched  out  arm,  and  with 
fury  poured  out,  will  I  rule  over  you  :  And  I  will  bring  you  out  from 
the  people,  and  will  gather  you  out  from  the  countries  wherein  ye  are  scat- 
tered, with  a  mighty  hand,  and  with  a  stretched  out  arm,  and  with  fury 
poured  out  :  And  I  will  bring  you  into  the  wilderness  of  the  people, 
and  there  will  I  plead  with  you  face  to  face  :  Like  as  I  pleaded  with  your 
fathers,  in  the  wilderness  of  Egypt,  so  will  I  plead  with  you,  saith  the  Lord 
God.  20th  Chap.  33,  34,  35,  36  verses  ;  see  also  the  37th  Chap.  Jer.  31, 
Isaiah  11. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  excite  within  your  minds,  a  spirit  of  enquiry, 
and  we  entreat  you  to  lay  aside  all  prejudice,  and  examine  Mormonism  for 
yourself,  and  as  we  are  not  afraid  to  trust  the  fate  of  Mormonism  to  the 
God  of  Heaven,  we  beseech  you  to  seek  wisdom  from  him,  for  he  giveth 
liberally  and  up-braideth  not. 

We  now  bear  our  humble  testimony  unto  you,  that  we  know  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  the  Prophet  of  God,  that  the  Gospel  has  been  restored  in  its 
plainness,  and  in  its  fulness,  and  our  message  to  one  and  all  is,  Believe  the 
Gospel,  repent  and  be  baptized, /or  the  remission  of  your  sins,  and  you 
shall  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  the  promise  is  unto  all  them  that  believe. 
May  the  Lord  bless  you.     Amen. 


Sydney,  Oct.  24th,  1855. 
To  the  Saints  and  Inhabitants  of  these  Colonies. 

The  public  press  having  noticed  a  charge  against  me  during  the 
past  week,  and  having  varied  in  their  statements,  1  thought  it  better 
to  state  briefly  the  facts  of  the  case  in  our  periodical.  On  Thurs- 
day, the  18th  instant,  about  3  p.m.,  I  was  apprehended  by  Inspector 
Singleton,  of  the  Sydney  Police,  on  a  warrant  charging  me  with  the 
abduction  of  Elizabeth  Ann  Phillips,  the  daughter  of  W.  G.  A. 
Phillips  ;  he  accompanied  the  officers,  and  said,  when  I  opened  the 
door,  here  is  your  man  ?  When  we  got  into  Bank-street,  Phillips  said 
to  me,  now  see  what  power  there  is  in  your  Priesthood,  if  you  have 
any  power  now,  manifest  it ;  you  are  not  in  America  now,  you  have 
got  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  this  country  ?  I  replied  I  was  willing 
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to  abide  the  laws  of  any  country  in  which  I  resided  ?  Mr.  Singleton 
said  I  was  a  prisoner,  and  that  I  should  not  be  insulted  while  in  his 
charge  ?  We  soon  arrived  at  the  police  station,  George-street,  when 
I  was  placed  in  a  small  damp  cell,  which  I  afterwards  changed  for  a 
larger  and  more  airy  one,  1  made  every  effort  to  communicate  my 
condition,  but  of  no  avail ;  as  the  night  advanced  drunkards,  one  after 
another,  were  brought  in ;  I  had  fifteen  such  companions,  and  there 
was  such  a  night  of  cursing,  yeling,  singing,  &c.  I  was  furnished 
with  a  blanket,  being  the  only  one  so  indulged.  On  Friday 
morning  I  again  made  an  effort  to  communicate  my  case  to 
Elder  Robb,  who  lives  across  the  street,  offering  any  reasonable 
reward,  but  all  was  in  vain  ;  I  was  ushered  into  couit,  in  company 
with  the  disreputable  lot  I  had  spent  the  night  wit  i,  and  was  placed 
in  the  prisoners'  dock,  before  Messrs.  Dowling,  EUio  t  and  Allen, 
magistrates. 

Inspector  Singleton  deposed  to  my  apprehension,  that  I  made  no 
resistance,  and  said  he  had  not  been  yet  able  to  ascertain  where  the 
girl  was.  My  accuser,  W.  G.  A.  Phillips,  deposed  that  I  was  the 
head  of  the  Mormons  in  Sydney,  that  I  had  two  wives,  and  obtained 
my  living  by  visiting  from  house  to  house  ;  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  his  house,  and  was  acquainted  with  his  family,  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  his  wife  or  daughter  since  Monday,  about  ten 
o'clock  ;  he  had  searched  all  over  Sydney,  but  was  unable  to  find 
them  ;  that  from  information  received  from  Mrs.  Terrel,  he  had 
obtained  the  warrant  against  me.  Mrs.  Terrel  deposed,  that  she 
saw  two  persons  crossing  the  green  on  Monday  morning,  thought 
it  was  the  girl  and  myself,  but  did  not  know,  believed  that  the 
mother  and  daughter  where  at  the  present  moment  in  their  own 
house. 

Mr.  Terrel  was  called,  but  knew  nothing.  At  this  stage  Mr. 
Alien  suggested  that  the  case  be  dismissed,  when  Mr.  G.R.  Nichols 
Attorney  for  the  Plaintiff,  applied  for  a  remand  to  obtain  the' 
evidence  of  the  mother  and  daughter.  The  case  was  remanded  and 
I  admitted  to  bail,  myself  in  £40,  and  two  sureties  £20  each.  Mr. 
Allen  remarked,  "  Perhaps  he  can  get  some  of  his  Brethren  to  give 
bail  for  him  ?  "  "  I  answered  that  I  could  give  good  security  either 
in  the  Church  or  out  of  it  V  " 

I  was  then  again  taken  back  to  the  cells,  this  was  about  one  o'clock 
and  although  I  again  applied  eight  or  ten  times  for  a  communica- 
cation  to  be  sent  to  Elder  Hobb's,  offering  money,  but  it  was  all  in 
vain  until  near  4  o'clock,  when  Elder  Robb  came  he  was  astonished 
and  lost  no  time  in  securing  bond,  himself  and  Elder  Gingeli  were 
soon  there,  and  the  recognizance  filled,  but  it  was  after  six 
before  I  got  out,  for  want  of  a  Magistrate  to  officiate. 

Ou  Saturday  morning  I  attended  the  Police  Court  with  my 
Attarucy,  Mr.  Kedman,  my  witnesses  and  many  of  my  friends  ;  quite 
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a  contrast  to  the  previous  day,  about  12  o'clock  the  case  was  called. 
Mr.  Nichols  called  on  Elizabeth  Ann  Phillips,  after  recovering  from 
the  excitement,  Mr.  Allen  enuiiired  "  What  is  your  age,"  Answer, 
"11  years  on  the  26th  of  January  next,"  Question,  "Can  you 
read,"  Answer,  "  Yes  ;"  the  oath  was  then  administered  un^o  her, 
after  which  she  deposed.  Examined  by  a  r.  Nichols.  "  I  am 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Fleming,  I  saw  him  on  Sunday  and  Tuesday; 
T  saw  hiin  on  Sunday  at  meeting  ;  on  Tuesday  morning  as  he  passed 
the  door  ;  1  went  from  home  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  to  see  a  little 
friend  ;  1  ran  alter  Mr.  Fleming  ;  1  said  I  would  accompany  him,, 
he  did  not  ask  me  to  accompany  him  ;  I  went  to  him  for  protection, 
because  he  was  a  fiiend  of  my  fathers,  he  accompanied  me  to  Mr. 
Tunks,    I  stopped  at  Mr.  Tunks's. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Allen.  "  T  returned  home  about  half-past  five, 
I  think  it  was  that  time  ;  1  slept  at  home  on  Tuesday  night  and  on 
Monday  night  ;  I  have  been  at  home  ever  since  ;  'r.  Fleming  did 
not  take  me  home.  After  her  depositions  were  read  to  her,  she 
turned  to  -(r.  Allen,  and  said  "  I  have  seen  my  father  since  Sunday, 
J  saw  him  on  Tuesday  evening,  as  I  returned  from  \h\  Tunks." 

Mr.  lledman  now  rose  and  said  that  he  appeared  for  the  defend- 
ant, when  Mr.  Nichols  remarked  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
any  one  to  appear  in  the  case  ;  the  girl  had  told  a  plain  tale,  and  he 
believed  it.  From  the  bench,  do  you  ?  Mr.  Nichols,  yes.  The 
Bench  then  said  that  I  was  discharged. 

The  above  evidence  whilst  it  clears  me,  it  does  not  fully  exhibit 
the  wicked  malignity  that  characterizes  this  case.  I  shall  now- 
make  some  remarks  on  it.  In  the  first  place  Mr.  Singleton  stated  that 
he  was  unable  to  leani  where  the  giil  was,  if  he  had  only  visited 
Hill's  building,  he  would  luive  found  the  missing  child  at  home,  and 
the  perjury  of  Phillips  is  clear,  for  he  stated  that  he  had  searched 
a"l  over  Sydney,  but  was  unable  to  find  either  the  daughter  or 
mother,  whilst  his  daughter  bore  witness  that  she  had  seen  him  on 
Tuesday  evening,  and  if  she  had  been  further  examined,  she  would 
have  proved  that  she  had  a  conversation  with  him,  that  she  told 
him  that  she  had  been  at  Mr.  Tunks'  spending  the  da}',  that  she 
was  on  her  way  hon)e,  that  her  mother  was  at  home,  and  had  been 
all  the  time,  that  Mr.  Kendell  was  in  company  with  her  father 
at  the  time  she  met  him. 

Philips  in  swearing  that  I  had  iwo  wives,  swore  that  which  no 
man  in  the  colony  could  do  without  perjuring  himself. 

I  shall  further  remark  that  Philips'  family  left  him  in  Vandiemen's 
Land,  they  consisted  of  Sister  Catherine  Philips,  her  daughter  Eliza- 
beth Anne,  and  her  son  Thomas  Riley,  aged  21  years,  they  never 
intended  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  him,  on  account  of 
his  dissolute  conduct.      1  homas  Riley  is  a  painter,  and  has  supported 
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his  m other  and  sister  from  that  time  ;  on  arriving  in  this  city  thev 
united  with  the  Chnrch  of  the   Saints. 

After  heinp:  liere  nearly  twelve  months,  they  received  two  or 
three  letters  from  him,  bcgcfing  to  be  received  again  in  the  family, 
with  many  f:iir  promises  of  a  better  life,  she  would  not  heed  his 
letters,  uiitil  President  Farnham  and  myself  counselled  her  to  write 
to  him,  and  give  him  another  trial.  Thus  in  place  of  taking  his 
family  from  him,  we  were  the  means  of  restoring  him  to  them. 

I  recognize  the  hand  of  my  Heavenly  Father  in  this  case,  and 
thank  hira  for  his  mercies. 

]  subscribe  myself  as  ever,  a  friend  of  Peace  and  7'ruth. 

JOSIAH  W.  FLE  xaNG. 


EDITORIAL. 

In  consequence  of  the  departure  for  Zion  of  many  of  the  saints,  and 
the  call  from  President  Brigham  Young,  for  the  return  of  all  Elders 
of  the  Mission,  the  "  Watchman  "  has  been  suspended  for  a  time, 
and  will  only  henceforth  be  issued  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  re- 
quire, 'the  reason  is,  that  increased  duties  now  devolve  upon  us,  to 
instruct  and  prepare  the  saints — as  many  as  can  possibly  do  so— 
to  gather,  whilst  all  the  available  means  will  be  required  for 
assisting  the  Elders  and  the  honest  poor  of  the  brethren  to  tiee  the 
confines  of  Babylon. 

In  our  present  issue  will  be  found  Elder  J.  Jones'  first  Lecture 
in  reply  to  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Kent's  Lecture  on  Mormonism.  We 
would  request  the  saints  and  our  readers  to  circulate  the  piesent 
issue  ;  for  therein  is  fully  exposed  the  refuge  of  lies  (th",  Spalding 
story)  into  which  the  modern  Scribes  and  Pharisees  retreat  when 
they  are  sore  pressed  upon  with  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  It  was  for  this  end,  that  the  life  of  Sydney  Rigdon  was 
pnbiished  in  the  first  volume ;  from  which  the  chronological  state- 
ment in  reference  to  him  is  taken. 

The  learned  Editors  and  Priests  often  accuse  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  of  knaveiy,  because  he  did  not  declare  that  the  original  lan- 
guage of  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  in  some  of  the  known  languages; 
whilst  it  is  clear,  that  if  he  had  done  so,  his  guilt  would  have  been 
unquestiopjtble ;  for  all  reserches  connected  with  the  antiqutity  of 
America,  declare  the  written  language  of  the  ancient  Americans  to 
be  an  unknown  language:  thut  which  they  use  as  an  objection 
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to  an  unprejudiced  mind  is  a  powerful  fact  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  In  that  book  the  history  of  ancient  America  is 
recorded ;  its  devinity  is  impressed  on  every  page.  Let  that  book 
be  read  with  attention  and  prayer,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  the 
result  will  be,  that,  conviction  of  its  truth  will  be  instamped  upon  the 
mind  by  the  spirit  of  the  Lord.  Let  men  take  heed  to  its  warning, 
attend  to  its  counsel,  and  by  obedience  prepare  for  the  great  day  of 
the  Lord. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing,  and  the  prospects  for  the 
future  cheering  ;  but  let  not  the  Elders  nor  Saints  relax  in  their  dili- 
gence, but  rather  let  them  increase  their  watchfulness  and  prayer,, 
for  the  enemy  is  busy  at  work  attempting  to  use  more  influence  and 
power  than  hitherto.  Let  all  lay  aside  the  evil  customs  and  habits 
of  the  world ;  cultivating  feelings  of  brotherhood,  sustaining  by  your 
faith  and  prayers  the  authorities  of  the  church ;  set  your  hearts  and 
affections  on  Zion  ;  meditate  much  on  the  honour,  glory,  power,  and 
exaltation,  thai  await  the  faithful  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  ;  and  use 
every  lawful  means  in  your  power  to  gather  to  Zion,  that  you  may 
attain  unto  the  same.  If  you  do  these  things,  and  faint  not,  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  be  with  you ;  His  angels  will  guard  you,  so 
that  the  powers  of  darkness  shall  not  prevail  over  you  ;  and  you  shall 
be  filled  with  the  light,  consolations,  and  joy  of  the  everlasting  gospel. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  "Deseret  News"  and  "  Millenial 
Stars."  We  extract  the  following  from  the  "Star:" — "Universal 
peace  and  prosperity  prevail  among  the  saints  in  Utah  ;  the  settle- 
ments are  spreading  on  every  hand,  manufactures  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing, and  the  necessaries  of  life  are  easily  attainable  by  all  who 
are  willing  to  labour.  The  Indians  generally  appear  peaceably  in- 
clined, and  many  of  them  are  learning  to  labour,  and  are  obtaining 
a  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life." 

Judge  Lazarus  Heid,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Utah,  died  at  his  re- 
sidence in  Bath,  in  the  40th  year  of  his  age ;  Judge  Reid  was  highly 
esteemed  by  the  people  of  Utah. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering  in  the  British  Isles,  and  on  the 
continent;  there  have  been  1127  Saints  taken  out  from  England, 
by  the  aid  of  the  P.  E.  Fund  this  year. 

Notice.  William  George  Ashby  Phillips,  was  cut  oflF  from  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  for  perjury,  drunken- 
ness, &c.  &c. 
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